GOA^ERNMENT OF INDIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

CENTRAL ARCHEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY 


(' Call No. 131 O fSj N-C 

D.G.A. 79* 

GIPN— Sl-™l!C. G. Arch.X. D./57 ■-2X9-58-- 1,00,000 






THE 


N LI M 1 S M A '1’ I C C n R 0 N 1 C 1. K 


EDITED BY 

JOHN YONGE AKERMAN, F.S.A. 

SECRETARY TO THE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, 
CORRESPONDING MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY OP ANTIQUARIES OP SCOTLAND. 


VOL. I. 



LONDON 


TAYLOR & ■WALTCQN?--fi8r- 


GOWER STREET. 

In HEARNE, 81, STRAND." 

*' - 









GENrH-il. 

UBRAKY^ MEW 

im, 


LONllON : 

PRINTED DY JDIIN WERTHEIMER AND CO. 
ClRCUS-PDACr, PlNSBtmy-ClRCUS. 



TO 


THOMAS BURGON, ESQ. 

ONE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE NUIVUSMATIC SOCIETY, 
ETC., ETC., ETC., 

WHOSE KNOWLEDGE OF CREEK COINS 
IS DISPLAYED 

IN HIS SCIENTIFICALLY FORMED, AND CHOICE COLLECTION; * 
AND WHOSE ZEAL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
NUMISMATIC STUDIES 

IS EVINCED BY HIS READINESS, ON ALL OCCASIONS, 

TO IMPART THE INFORMATION HE HAS ACQUIRED 
DURING A LONG AND FAMILIAR ACQUAINTANCE WITH THOSE 
REMARKABLE OBJECTS OF ANTIQUITY, 

THIS, 

THE FIRST VOLUME OF THE NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE, 

IS 

RESPECTFULLY AND GRATEFULLY 
DEDICATED. 






CONTENTS. 


PAO£ 

Remarks on the Coins of Northumbria; by Edward 

Hawkins, Esq., F.R.S. & F.S.A. ... 1 

Remarks on the Skeatta3, and on the Styca? supposed of 

Huth of Northumbria ; by the same ... 5 

Observations upon British Coins ; by the same . • 13 

The Coinage of Modern Greece ; by L. H. J. Tonna, Esq. 26 

An Account of the Gold Coins of James 1. and Charles I. 

discovered at Southend ; by J, D. Cuff, Esq., F.S,A. 30 
Notice of A View of the Silver Coin and Coinage of 

Great Britain, &:c., by George Marshall . . 33 

On a Mode of ascertaining the places to which Ancient 
British Coins belong; by Thomas Burgon, Esq., 

V.P. Num. Soc 36 

Pistrucci’s Invention: A Letter to the Editor, by J.W. B. 53 
Further Observations on the Coinage of the Ancient 

Britons ; by the Editor 73 

Notice of the “ Tresor de Numismatique et de Glyptique ; 

by E. E 91 

Proposal for the introduction of the Decimal Division in 

Money, by 1. P. Cory, Esq., M. A. .. . . 114 

Penny of Regnald . . • • • • .119 

Pennies of William the Conqueror; by J. B. - . . ib. 

Cast Dies for Medals ; by Cautus . . ♦ .122 

The Coins of Carausius and Allectus . . • .127 



' 

,1 

't 

iv CONTENTS. s 

PAGE i 

On the Styca, supposed of Huth, or Huath of Northumbria ; i 

by John Lindsay, Esq. ..... 141 •' 

Unpublished Pennies of Edward the Confessor ; by the ! 

same ......... 146 * 

On the Roman Coin Moulds discovered in France and f 

England; by Messrs. Poey D'Avant, and Hiverj and • 


the Rev. J. B. Reade, M.A., F.R.S. ... 147 

Blondeau's Proposal for Reforming the Coinage of Eng- 
land .165 

Letter from Dr. Grotefend, on the Ring^ Money of the 

Ancients . . . . . . . .181 


The Eagle and Thunderbolt on the Coins of Rome and 

Syria ; by S. Sharpe, Esq 187 

The City Medal ; by W. Wyon, R. A 192 

On the Medals of Caracalla and Geta, with the Head of 

the latter erased ; by S. Birch, Esq. . . .194 

Observations on a Coin of Cleopatra and Mark Anthony, 
with the title of 06 A * N600T6PA ; by Thomas Bur- 
“gon, Esq., V. P. Num. Soc. .... 198 

On the date of Cleopatra’s Assumption of the title 06A 

NecOTGPA ; by the Rev. J. B. Reade, M.A., F.R.S. 209 
Iron Money of Kbrdofan ; by A. T. Holroyd, Esq. . 210 

Coin of Titiopolis in Isauria; by M. Adr. de Longperier . 218 

On two small Brass Coins of the Second Constantins, with 

P’ LON. in the exergue; byC. R. Smith, Esq.,F.S.A. 217 

Medals of the Pretender; by W. D. Haggard, Esq. 

F.S.A. 219 

On the Coins of the Thessalian Larissa; by S, Birch, Esq. 222 

Cast Dies for Medals. Reply to Cautus by W. R. 

Hamilton, Esq., F.R.S. & F.S. A., &c. . . . 284 

Welches Volk hat die ersten Mlinzen gepragt? (What 
People first stamped Money ?) ; by Dr. G. F. Grote- 

fend ' . . . , 285 

Coins of Lebadia and of Z'acynthus . . . .248 


CONTENTS* 


Y 

PAGE 


Notice of the “ Monnaies Iiiconimes des Ev^ques des 

Innocens et des Fous.” 252 

Notice of an “ Atlas de G^ographie Numismatique/’ by the 

Chevalier Mionnet 257 


MISCELLANEA. 


Dates on Coins 63 

Forgeries of rare Coins 65 

Sceattas . 66 

Coronation Medal by Pistrucci . . , , . 67 

Coins of the late Mr. Benthain, Sale of . . * . ib. 

The New Coinage for England • , . , . 129 

Affairs of the Royal Mint , . . . . .132 

State of Numismatic Knowledge in England , . *133 

French Numismatic Prize . . . • . , J84 

French Medals, Descriptive List of . . . . ib. 

Monnaies Royales de France 135 

Oriental Coins of Dr. De Sprewitz .... 202 

New Edition of Ruding’s Annals of the Coinage . . 205 

Numismatic Books, Sale of . . . . . . ib. 

Discovery of Treasure , . . . • . . ib. 

Coin Sale at Munich ....... 206 

History of the French Cabinet, by the Chevalier du 

Mersan ib. 

The Numismatische Zeitung” , . . , . ib. 

The “ Rjevue Numismatique” ib. 

English Coronation Medals . . . . . . ib. 

Irish Coinage, Work on the ... ... 207 

Discovery of Anglo-Saxon Coins in Norway , . . ib. 



VI 


CONTENTS. 


PAGE 

Discovery of Roman Coins in the Sand Hills at Deal . 259 

United Service Museum, Collection of Coins and Numis- 
matic Works in the 261 


PROCEEDINGS OF TPIE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 

Ordinary Meetings. — 15th March, 1838, p. 69. — 26th 
April, p. 70. — ^24th May, p. 71. — 21st June, p. 136. 

22nd November, p. 208. — 27th December, p. 262. — 

28th February, 1839, p. 263. 

Annual General Meeting. — 19th July, p. 137. 

List of Members, p. 138. 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


I. 

REMARKS ON THE COINS OF NORTHUMBRIA. 

By Edward Hawkins, Esq., F.R. S., F. S.A. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, April 25, 1838.] 

Almost all collectors of Anglo-Saxon coins have been 
dissatisfied with the position, which has been assigned 
to certain coins, which are ascribed to Egberth, Hng of 
Kent: all collectors have felt that Kent was not fh^r 
proper locality, but that they ought properly to find a home 
in the North. I am not aware that any attempt has been 
made to locate them in that part of the world ; but I fancy 
that I have discovered the time and place of their birth, 
and shall state my views, without further prefiice, for the 
amusement, and perhaps instruction of my brother numis- 
matists. At pages 18 and 78 of the first volume of the 
Numismatic Journal, are given woodcuts of two coins, both 
of which (the coins, though not the cuts) read alike, and 
must be assigned to Aldfritb, who was Icing of Northumber- 
land, from 685 to 705. 

In 737, Eadbert ascended the Northumbrian throne, and 
retained his power till 758. To him I am disposed to 
assign those coins (hitherto given to Egbert, king of Kent) 
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which have on the reverse the name of EOTBEREjpTVS, 
which, for Saxon spelling,^ is quite near enough to Eadbert 
to pass for the same name. As in the coin of Aldfrith, only- 
thirty years preceding, we have an animal on one side, and 
the name of the king on the other ; so upon these hitherto 
called Kentish coins, a similar arrangemelit of similar types 
and^ names occurs. Those coins which bear the name of 
Egbert, and have for the type a figure holding what have 
been called two sceptres, I consider to have been struck by 
the joint authority of King Eadbert and his brother Egbert, 
archbishop of York, whom I take to be the person repre- 
sented at full lengtKholding two crosses, not two sceptres. 

Another coin, having an animal on one side and the 
name of Alchred on the other, I assign to Alchred, who 
was king of Northumberland from 765 to 774. 

How far my brother numismatists may concur with me 
remains to be seenj but it will, at all events, be admitted 
to be a curious coincidence, that three coins of similar types, 
and of the general character of Northumbrian coins, should 
bear the names of three Northumbrian kings, who, if not 
in mitnediate succession one after the other, are sufficiently 
near in point of time to render a similarity of type pro- 
bable ; and that po name should be found upon any of this 
description of coin, which does not correspond with that of' 
some Northumbrian king, due allowance being made for 
incorrect spelling. Besides Eadbert, variously spelt, and 
Alchred, who have been considered moneyers of Egbert, 
king of Kent, Ruding mentions Alchired and Ecfvair as 
other moneyers, but on what authority does not appear; no 
such names occur on any specimens which I have seen. 

^ Upon one of these coins, the king’s name is spelt EAT- 
BE/P^TVS, which I believe to be Eadbearhtus, the third letter, 
though of unusual form, being probably a sort of square b or n. 
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Should these names be correctly stated, I must candidly 
confess, I cannot find any Northumbrian kings to whom I 
can apply them. But Alchirdd looks so very like a corrupt 
reading of Alchred, that I believe it to be the same. 

Mr. Cuff has a coin which reads EEFVATV. This is an 
unpronounceable word, and evidently blundered: I am 
much inclined, therefore, to believe that it was intended 
for ELFWALD, who reigned from 779 to 788; and I am 
the more disposed to adhere to this emendation, from the 
name upon a skeatta which I have since seen iti the col- 
lection of Mr. Brumell, Upon this coin, some of the letters 
are placed upside down, and one half of the word reads in 
a contrary direction to the other half; thus VALDdTJA. 
Beginning from the right, and reading half the word, we 
have ALEF, then commencing froni the left, and reading 
the other half we have VALD, or altogether ALEFVALD. 
This mode of reading may appear to be taking great 
liberties with the name; but as the word wae proiabfy 
intended to have some meaning — and as it can have none 
without some transposition of the letters^ — and as a very 
simple emendation gives a name which we should expect 
to find upon some such coin — I am inclined to hope my in- 
terpretation will not be much objected to. 

Though this appropriation of this class of coins to Nor- 
thumberland has very great probability to recommend it^ 
yet there is a difficulty which must be fairly stated, arising 
from the metal. I will subjoin a list of Northumbrian 
kings, of whom we have, or suppose we have, coins, and 
annex to each the description of coin with which we arb 
acquainted. 

Ecgfrid, 670 to 685. Stycas, M. all found in 181S, at Heworth. 
Aldfrid, 685 to 705. Skeatta, fine, and one JS. both alike 

and unique. 
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Eadbert, 737 to 758. 
Alchred, 765 to 774. 
Elfwald, 779 to 788. 
Heardulf, 794 to 806. 
Eanred, 808 to 840. 
Ethelred, 840 to 848, 
Eedulf, 844 to 844. 
Osbert, 848 to 867. 
Regnald, 912 to 944. 
Aniaf, 945. 

Eric, 951. 


Skeattae, jR. but very base. 

Skeattse, ii. 

Skeattae, iR. 

Styca, M. 

Styca, JEi, 

Styca, JE. & one known of M, fine silver. 
Styca, M, 

Styca, JE, 

Pennies, iR. 

Pennies, M* 

Pennies,^. 


If coins of silver and of copper were simnltaneonsly 
current in Northumberland, as might be inferred from the 


two coins of Aldfrid, and the silver one of Ethelred, it is 
very remarkable that not one copper one should be known 
of Eadbert, Alchred, or Eadwald; and that but one silver 
coin should be found of the five following kings, of whom 
we have so many copper ones. It would appear as if Nor- 
thumbria had commenced its coinage in copper, then 
changed to silver, and then reverted to copper, till it 
adopted the silver penny in the early part of the 1 0th 
century, acoording to tide practice of all the rest of the 
island. The two silver coins of illdfrid and Ethelred, 
clearly prove that coins in that metal were, at least, occa- 
sionally struck in that kingdom concurrently with copper; 
but whether, in very rare instances, as a mere caprice of 
some one concerned in the coinage, or more numorously 
for general purposes, it is impossible to say, we must wait 
for the solution of the diflSculty till a greater number of 
coins are discovered. In the mean time I leave my con- 
jectures to the free criticisms of my brother numismatists. 
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REMARKS UPON THE SKEATTiE AND STYCA ATTRI- 

BUTED TO HUTH OP NORTHUMBRIA. 

By Edwaep Hawkins, Esq. F.R.S., F.S.A. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, April 26, X838J 

In the Numismatic Journal, Vol. II. p. 99, Sir Henry Ellis 
gives an account of a styca, in his possession, which he 
assigns to Huth the son of Harold, who, according to 
Bromton, succeeded Anlaf as ting of Northumberland, in 
949. Now it must be observed, that no other historian 
but Bromton, gives to this person the name of Huth; they 
all give to the son of Harold the name of Eric ; and the 
coins handed down to us concur in this statement We 
find, in the earliest chronicles, three succe^xve 
Northumberland named Regnald, Anlaf, Eric, reigning 
from 91L3 to 9S0. Of Regnald we have a silver penny, 
on which he is styled Cunuo or king ; the type is a cross 
moline on the one side, a small plain cross on the other. 
We have coins of Anlaf whereon he is styled Cvmm; 
and one of them ej^actly resembles, in type,, the one of 
Regnald just mentioned. Of all the Saxon kings, these 
two alone have their kingly title expressed in Saxon. 
Under these circumstances of peculiarity of title and 
similarity of type, there cannot be any doubt that these 
coins belong to the Northumbrian monarchs Regnald a^d 

Anlaf. « 

Upon another coin of Anlaf or Onlaf, the Idngis named 
Onlaf, and styled Rex. The type of the obverse is a small 
cross ; reverse, the moneyer’s name^ written in 
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two lines, with three crosses between, three pellets above, 
and as many below. Now there is a coin of Eric with the 
same type, and the same moneyer’s name arranged and 
accompanied precisely as upon the coin of Onlaf ; and these 
two kings we must suppose to have reigned one imme- 
diately after the other. 

The only doubt remaining, as to the close approximation 
in point of time, between Regnald and Eric, is as to the 
identity of Anlaf and Onlaf. There is a slight, but only a 
slight, difference between the coins bearing these two names; 
and they may, perhaps, belong to different persons ; but if 
they do, we are unable to fix upon two such, except 
the two kings of Northumberland of the same or similar 
name, who immediately succeeded one to the other — one 
Anlaf the son of Guthfrith, the other Anlaf the son of Sihtric. 
If these coins should belong to these two different person- 
ages, it would make no alteration in the argument : we 
should still have an uninterrupted succession of Northum- 
brian kings, frona 912 to 950 (that is, from the accession 
of Regnald to the death of Eric), all of whom struck silver 
pennies, and of whom no stycas are known. 

The last known styca Well authenticated, is of Osbert, 
who was killed in 868. If there be one of Ella, it brings 
such coin to no later a period : for he was killed in the same 
battle as Osbert. It is not, therefore, probable, that such a 
coin as the styca should be revived after a lapse of 80 years, 
which is the period between the death of Osbert and 
accession of Huth; especially when we find, that a totally 
different description of coin had been in the mean time 
established in this kingdom of Northumberland for nearly 
half that period, without any symptom of a contemporan- 
eous styca. We must now call to mind, that Huth of 
Bromton is the same person as Eric of the other chron- 
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iclers ; and it does seem almost impossible that this same 
king should have struck silver pennies under the name of 
Eric, and brass stycas under the name of Huth. 

We must now turn to the Styca itself, and see whether 
it bears upon its surface, any fact which ought to subvert the 
foregoing arguments. Upon one side, the workmanship is 
so rude, that not a single letter can be satisfactorily made out. 
T!he other side is well executed, and very legible, except in 
one part, where one or two letters are obliterated. I read 
HVA • • • • RET. Sir Henry Ellis read, HVAP * RE*+', 
The material difference between his readiug and mine, is 
in the last letter. He has been, as I think, led into a 
mistake by the graving tool having accidentally slipped, in the 
first forming of the upright stroke of the T so that a liiie, 
though a very slight one, appears from the top of that 
letter, to one of the dots immediately above it, in the circle 
of dots, which forms the ornamental boundary of the type 
of the coin. The T, by this accident, assumes the appeartoce 
of a cross; and, as the arrangement of the letters uj^on 
stycas is not Very accurate, a cross in that situation could 
only be read as a x . A similar slip of the graver is visible 
at the end of the upright and cross strokes of the pre- 
ceding letter E, and, less obviously, upon one or two more 
letters. With regard to the obliterated letter, or letters, in the 
middle of the word, we can only conjecture; I fancy I perceive 
rudiments of two letters, and I conjecture them to be ET, 
partly because the upright stroke of the first letter is suffi- 
ciently clear, and might serve for E as well as D ; and there 
is an appearance, beyond it, like the foot of a T ; and 
should, then, have a name, not exactly the same, but very 
similar to one upon a styca of Eanred, HVAETKED (see 
AfcJicBologiaj voL xxv.pl. xxxix, figg, 165, 1503 167.) Among 
the numerous stycas mentioned by Mr. Adamson in the 
paper here referred to, there is not one giving the exact 
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name which appears upon that of Sir Henry Ellis ; we 
therefore unfortunately want the assistance which a coin 
identically the same might have afforded, to supply the 
deficiency of that now under consideration. 

Upon the whole, then, I am disposed to believe, that the 
name of Huth is itself a mistake of Bromton, being in 
contradiction to other chroniclers ; and that the styca of Sir 
Henry Ellis affords no confirmation to the statement of that 
historian. In other words the styca does not belong to any 
king of the name of Huth, Huath, or Huad; and the very 
existence of such a king is highly problematicaL 

It is now necessary that I should say a few words, in 
reply to a paper which appeared in the Numismatic 
Journal, communicated by Mr. Lindsay of Cork, (Vol. 11. 
p. 234.) I stated some reasons in the commence- 
ment of this paper for believing that the silver pennies 
attributed to Regnald, Anlaf, and Eric, were correctly so 
placed ; and I did so the more at length, because the correct 
attribution of stycas, and skeattse, to Huth, seemed to me 
very much affected by the settlement of that point. All 
the arguments grounded upon the establishment of a dif- 
ferent description of coin, without the admixture of any 
well-authenticated concurrent coinage of a different de- 
scription, which affected the styca, affect still more strongly 
the skeatt 80 ,' and are, I think, sufficient to justify their 
rejection. I have, however, a little more to say. 

Mr. Lindsay first builds his theory upon the correct 
appropriation of Sir Henry Ellis’s styca : that foundation, I 
think, I have removed from under him; and all the support 
he could derive from that styca is gone. So also, I must 
admit, are the objections which I should have made to his 
theory, if the styca had really belonged to Huth. Coins so 
dissimilar, in every respect of metal, type, workmanship, 
and general appearance, can scarcely be admitted to belong 
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to one person, without very strong and unequivocal proof. 
The claims of the skeattae must be considered upon 
their own merits, neither benefited, nor injured, by the 
question respecting the styca. 

If we compare the silver pennies of Regnald, Anlaf, and 
Ericj with these base skeattae attributed by Mr. Lindsay 
to Hath, it will be at once perceived that there is the 
greatest possible difference between them in every respect. 
It seems almost impossible that coins so absolutely dissimilar 
could have been issued under the same prince; and the 
claims of the skeattse must rest solely upon the legend. 
Now this appears to me so blundered upon every specimen 
X have seen, that no solid argument can be grounded upon 
it. Of the specimens which Mr. Lindsay has given, not one 
reads correctly t no two read alike. That gentleman’s inter- 
pretation is ^^that the legend on both sides is generally 
TAVHCDVAHVATj the three centre letters OOVA for moneta 
and the word HVAT, at each side, reads from the ce^fel^e; ^ 
mode of reading I have frequently found on Hrberno- 
Danish coma.” Mr. Lindsay has one coin, the centre 
letters of which are, OCDO. With regard to the reading 
upon the Hiberno- Danish coins, I am sorry to say I am not 
acquainted with them, nor do I know any coins which have 
their legends in that dos-a-dos fashion. Mr. Lindsay refers 
to a coin of Edred, as a proof of the union of the king s 
name with the title ISlonetaTius / but it must be observed, 
that on the numerous coins of Edred and of other kings of 
those times, the title Rex is almost universally annexed, the 
title Mon* only once, and therefore probably a blunder ; b^f 
upon these skeattm, the supposed abbreviation of 
tarius always occurs, that of Rex never. 

Another objection to this appropriation of class of 
skeatte, k, that I have never yet haard of any number of 
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them having been found in the part of the country where 
they are supposed to have circulated. I may go further ; 
I do not know even of one of this type having been found 
throughout the whole island. But-, in 1808, 542 stycas, 
and in 1833, about 8000 w6re discovered, of kings of 
Northumberland and archbishops of York, in regular 
succession, from about 808 to 867; amongst them not 
one skeatta was to be found. 

Of Northumbrian kings, commencing with Ecgfrith in 
670, and including Eadbert, Alchred, Ethelred, &c. &c. (see 
page 3, of this volume), down to Eric, who was killed in 
950 ; we have a tolerably complete series of coins, stycas or 
pennies, but not one skeatta, well authenticated, or even 
probably appropriated. From all these circumstances, 1 feel 
compelled to reject the claim of these skeattse to be 
appropriated to Huth; whose very existence even, under 
that name, seems to rest upon doubtful authority. I am 
inclined to believe, that, upon a reconsideration of the 
subject, no one will be more ready to reject the claims of 
these skeattae than Mr. Lindsay himself, who to great 
knowledge adds sound judgment, which will speedily rectify 
any error into which be may have fallen. 

I find it in this case, as in all others, more easy to raise 
objections against a proposition, than to substitute one more 
satisfactory. Having driven these skeattae away from the 
supposed Huth, and his aera, I am ready candidly to 
acknowledge that I do not know what to do with them. 
The whole subject of skeattae requires attentive consideration ; 
and I am disposed to think that some interesting results would 
repay the labour which might be bestowed upon them. If we 
look upon all the varieties of skeattm as one class, belonging 
to one country and forming one successive series nearly con- 
temporaneous, we must fix their date as about coeval with 
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the introduction of Christianity into the country to which 
they belong : for somo of them have, and others have not, 
the symbol of the cross. Upon referring to Ruding’s plates, 
it will be perceived that the types are very various; and 
upon examining the coins themselves, it will be found that 
the workmanship is of different characters ; they therefore 
may, and probably do, belong to different countries, or at least 
to different districts. The form of the diadem upon some 
of the heads, and the character of some of the types, point 
most indisputably to a Roman origin ; while other types, 
such as the snake and dragon, seem to indicate something 
of a Danish connexion* The strange figure, which appears 
upon Ruding’s pi. 1. fig. 5 to 16, and which fig. 18 al- 
most proves to have been intended for a bird, so closely 
resembles that upon the coin attributed to Ethelbert, king 
of Kent (see Ruding, pi. 3. fig. 1), that it is difficult to sup- 
pose that they were not nearly contemporary. Looking at 
Ruding’s plate 26, it will be observed that the quadrupling 
of the cross upon fig. 11, accords with the simEar quadrup- 
ling upon various coins of Offa. Upon fig. 18, 14, and 15, 
and fig. 1 3, pi. 26, are circular ornaments, as upon Offa, 
pi. 4, fig. 1 to 5. Referring to pi. 26, fig. 1, 10, 11, 18, and 
more especially to fig. 6, 7, 9, there will be found figures 
holding crosses very similar to the coins ascribed to Egbert, 
king of Kent, but which I have ventured to remove to 
Northumberland (see page 1 of this volume). And upon 
pi. 2, fig. 2, 3, 4, 15, and pi. 26, fig. 5, 9, 10, will be found 
animals not dissimilar to those upon the other Kentish sty- 
cas, which I have also ventured to remove to Northumber-- 
land. It may now be observed that I have compared oe^in 
skeattae to certain other coins, which have been attributed 
to Saxon kings, all of whose reigns fall within tihe years 
725 and 796. 
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Ethilbert, king of Kent, reigned from 725 to 760 

Offa, Mercia, 757 to 796 

Eadberht, Northumbria, 737 to 758 

Alchred, 765 to 774 

Elfwald (during the expulsion of Ethelred) 779 to 788 

Ethelred 774 to 796 

Though the similarity in all these cases may not be so 
great as to justify any one in asserting that the skeattm 
were actually contemporary with the Saxon coins alluded to, 
yet is there sufficient resemblance to create a belief that 
there was some connecting link between the two classes of 
coins; and I should therefore be disposed to giye to the 
skeafctae a date of about the seventh century; and to con- 
sider some of them, those especially with a quadruped on 
one side, as the immediate precursors of those early coins 
which have been assigned to Kent. I only venture to sug- 
gest these ideas to those persons who may be disposed to 
devote sufficient time and attention to these coins, for 
their more satisfactory arrangement. It is of the utmost 
consequence, for a correct appropriation of these and all 
other doubtful coins, to ascertain as far as possible the ex- 
act spots whpre they have been disinterred ; and the nature 
of the objects which may have been foutid with thetn ; and 
I would take this opportunity of pressing more strongly 
upon the attention of all lovers of antiquity residing in the 
country, the great importance of ascertaining, beyond all 
doubt, the exact locality of any discovery of even a single 
coin; especially those belonging to the period between the 
departure of the Romans and the Norman conquest, and 
those which are called British, and which preceded the 
arrival, or at least the establishment, of the Romans in this 
island. Many coins must owe their correct appropriation 
solely to this description of information. 
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III. 

OBSERVATIONS UPON BRITISH COINS. 

By Edward Hawkins, Esq., F. R. S,, F. S. A. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, May, 24, 1838 J 

The situation of Britain with regard to metallic currency) 
previous to the arrival and permanent establishment of the 
Romans in this island, has been the subject of many disser- 
tations and much unsatisfactory discussion. 

There will not, I think, be much difficulty in shewing 
that the doubts which have been entertained, and the 
strong assertions which have been made upon this subject, 
are founded upon a misinterpretation of a passage in Csesai', 
De Bello Gallico^ lib. v. This author is, perhaps, the only 
competent and contemporary writer who has alluded to the 
subject; and we need not be surprised that much deference 
has been paid to his assertions. Upon the authority then 
of this author, many writers, and judicious ones to6, ha^e 
declared it as their opinion, that, previous to the time of 
C^SUr, no money, strictly so called, was in circulation among 
the Britons; but that brass andiron rings or plates, adjusted 
to a certain weight, were the usual and only medium of 
traffic. Others, not knowing how to dispose of the coins 
which they actually saw, and which they could not assign 
to Romans or to Saxons, but still tethered hy Caesar’s as- 
sertions, were involved in doubts and hesitation ; and ter- 
minated their investigations by an acknowledgment, that 
they could not satisfactorily arrive at any definite expression 
of opinion. 

Eckheh, upon whose judgment in general the greatest 
reliance may be placed, declares that we <^nilot^ with 

^ BoctriM Num* VeU vol. i. p. 
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confidence, assert that any ancient coins, except Roman, be- 
long to Britain. He acknowledges that learned men have 
vaunted of ancient British coins ,• he admits that Combe, 
himself a Briton, may have good reasons, with which he is 
not acquainted, for assigning certain coins to Britain ; but 
he still refers to Caesar as an authority, that the Britons, 
during their independence, had not any money. He then 
quotes the passage of Csesar in these words, Utuntur aut 
aere, aut taleis ferreis, ad certum pondus examinatis, pro 
numo.” 

In the addenda to his great work, published some years 
afterwards, he inserts a remonstrance he had received from 
some anonymous English writer, and adds a list of some of 
the coins inscribed CVNO * VER, &c. ; but his opinion is 
not much shaken, and he still hesitates to admit the claim 
of Britain to these coins. 

Relying upon the same authority, other continental 
authors have adopted the same opinions, and have denied 
to Britons a coinage of their own, Sestini and Mionnet 
alike, refuse to admit into their arrangement any British 
coins. 

Bishop Nicholson^ observes, The money used here in 
Csesar^s time was nothing more than iron rings, and shapeless 
pieces of brass: nor does it well appear that ever after- 
wards their kings brought in any other sort.” He then 
quotes the admirable opinion of his friend Mr, Llwyd, 
which I shall presently transcribe, and proceeds, ^^Here is a 
fair and probable opinion against the express testimony of 
Julius Caesar, who could hardly be imposed upon in this 
part of the account he gives of our isle. Camden’s stories 
of Cunobeline and Queen Bunducia are much of a piece 


^ English Historical Library i part. i. chap. 3. 
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with those of Dr. Plot’s Prasutagus ; all of them liable to 
very just and (to me) unanswerable objections. For my 
part^ I am of opinion that never any of the British kings 
did coin money. The most, if not all of the forementioned 
pieces, which are not counterfeits, I take to be amulets.” 

Ruding^, at the commencement of his annals, says, It 
is difficult to ascertain, from Caesar’s account, whether the 
Britons had proceeded so far as actually to coin money, or 
whether they were not contented with rude pieces of brass 
and iron rings or plates, regulated to a certain weight. The 
more precious metals, if his statement be correct, did not 
circulate amongst them. Were his accuracy and extent of 
information entirely to be depended upon, no other evi- 
dence would be necessary to prove, that the coins, which 
are usually attributed to the early British kings, belong to 
some other nation, for they occur in gold and silver, as well 
as in the inferior metals, to which his description, provided 
it should be taken to intend actual money, absolutely con- 
fines them. I know not^ indeed, upon what ground the 
authority of Caesar, as to this point, can be impeached. If 
we proceed to examine the coins themselves, they furnish 
no proofs to justify their appropriation to any country.” 
Struck however, by the assertion that such coins are found 
frequently in Britain and no where else, he still observes, 
The words of Caesar, however, forbid me to admit that< 
they were in existence when he landed on this island; and 
therefore, if they be British, their origin must be referred 
to some period subsequent to his second invasion, and 
prior to Cunobeline’s improvement of his coins in imitation 
of the Roman money. This, it is true, will give but a 
short space for their formation ; but the supposition appears 


^ Annals of the Coinage of Britain} 2nd edition, void, p. 263. 



16 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


to me more pbusible than any which may be formed in 
direct opposition to Caesar^s account.” He quotes the 
passage of Caesar from the Edit. Rom. 1469, “ Utuntur 
tamen aere, ut nummo aureoj aut annulis ferreis^ ad certum 
pondus examinatis, pro nummis.” 

It was not from careless haste, or want of consideration, 
or from their attention not having been drawn to facts, 
which ought to have led to a correct judgment upon the 
question under discussion, that these authors formed their 
opinions ; but from allowing all facts and arguments to be 
borne down by what they deemed to be the assertion of 
Caesar. Speed had acknowledged Caesar’s assertion, that 
“the coynes which they (the Britons) had, were either of 
brasse, or else iron rings sized at a certain weight, which 
they used for money,” and fancied he had seen such objects 
which had been dug up. Struck, however, by the peculiar and 
un-Romanlike appearance of the coins frequently found in 
Britain, he proceeds : “ But as times grew more civil and 
traffic more frequent, they shortly after stampt both silver 
and gold. The coins are commonly embossed and shield- 
like, whereon the inscription or face is seen; the reverse 
hollow, and therein the device set, and by these forms are 
they known to be British, no other nation stamping the 
like, except some few among the Grecians.” Speed, BiV 
tory of Great Britain^ book v. chap. 4. sect. 12. 

Camden says'*, “ There are found frequently in this 
island coins of gold, silver, and copper, of various sizes, 
and almost all of them concave on one side; some with 
inscriptions, others very plain ones, such as I have not yet 
learned to have been dug up any where else till lately 
(1607) some such were found in France.” 


^ Britannia* Conjectures on British Coins, 
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Llwyd, in the passage I have before alluded to, says, 
he believed that before the coming-in of the Romans, the 
Britons had gold coins of their own, because there have 
been frequently found thick pieces of that metal hollowed 
on one side, with a variety of unintelligible marks and 
characters upon them. These cannot be ascribed either to 
Romans, Saxons, or Danes; and therefore it is reasonable 
we should conclude them to be British : and the reason 
why he thought they were coined before the Romans came 
is this ; — If the Britons had learned the art from them, 
they would have endeavoured to imitate their manner of 
coining.’^ Such reasonable conjectures as those of Speed, 
Camden, and Llwyd, founded, as they were, upon well 
established facts, failed of convincing those who placed their 
reliance upon a passage of Caesar, weE known to be more 
obscured by various readings than, perhaps, any passage in 
his works. As then, what I consider the just right of Bri- 
tain to an independent coinage of her own, has been dmned 
to her almost entirely upon the authority of this celebrated 
passage of "Caesar, I have thought it well worth the trouble 
of attempting to ascertain, if possible, the correct reading of 
Caesar, or, at all events, one which may be, in a great degree, 
borne out by facts which are almost daily before us. 

In the British Museum is a very valuable manuscript of 
Caesar of the tenth century, the reading of which is ^'Utun- 
tur aut aere, aut nummo aureo, aut anulis ferreis ad certum 
pondus examinatis, pro nummo MS. Add. 1 0084, fol. 27. b. 
‘ In this reading the following manuscripts concur (the 
only variations being, in some, avtem instead of the 
aut; or ere for mre ): — 

Brit Mus, Burney^ 132, p. 88; Mart 2459, fol. 55, bi;>— JSTar?. 

2683, fol. 30, b. ; — Hart 4639, fol. 29 ;^ — ASS. Add. 

10085, fol 51. b.;— Cbd. 5769, 5670, 5671, 5773. 

B 


VOL. I. 
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The Paris manuscripts 50505 57605 5772^ 5763, 5768, 
Brit, Mus. Haii. 48345 aliis instead of annuUs; as 

does Paris Cod. 5774; the word cereo being inserted in the 
margin opposite to aureo. It is scarcely necessary to re- 
mark, that aliis can scarcely be anything but the mis- 
reading of a contraction of annulis^ misunderstood by some 
early transcriber : — 

aut ere aut nummo ereo, aut aleis 

Harl 4106. 

aut aere aut nummo aereo, aut aliis 

Mei'ton CoU. Oxon. Sec. xiii. aut xiv. ; — Harh 4629 ; — 
Paris, 5765. 

aut taleis. < — 

Park, 5764. 

One Paris Cod, 5767, is so manifestly corrupt as scarcely 
to require mentioning. It reads, utuntur aut minimo aere 
aut aureo aut aleis ferreis.’’ 

Of all the manuscripts of Caesar which have been quoted 
above, or perhaps elsewhere, the most ancient and the most 
correct, is probably the one placed at the head of the list 
10084. In the admission of the word nummo, combined 
with aureo or cereo, and the most material word in the whole 
passage, it is supported by all the other copies; and in the 
word aureo, another most important word, by nineteen out 
of the twenty-two referred to. Indeed, I believe it will be 
found that every manuscript, having the least pretensions 
to correctness, asserts that the Britons used money of 
some sort or other, copper or gold, as well as rings or 
plates, or pieces of iron delivered by weight. In this the 
early editions concur, down to the end of the sixteenth 
century. 

It is Scaliger, who, in 1635, seems first to have omitted all 
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mention of money ; in which I cannot perceive that he was 
supported by any manuscripts: he gives the passage thus* 
“utuntur aut sereo ant taleis ferreis.’^ And he was fol- 
lowed by perhaps all editors till the year 1737 y when Ouden- 
dorpius merely changed the word (sreo into cere. This reading 
might admit that the Britons used copper money; the word 
(Bs being used more frequently in the sense of money than 
of the mere metal: but Eckhel, who used the passage in this 
form^ does not admit that interpretation: he still does not 
allow money to this island ; and we have already seen that 
such is the opinion which has been entertained by many 
writers, who have placed more reliance upon the supposed 
authenticity of Ceesar than upon indisputable facts which 
were within their own knowledge, and which ought to have 
led them to examine whether Caesar really did write what 
was imputed to him. 

Under these circumstances, I am disposed to consider 
that the reading above given, from MS. 10084, is the true 
reading of the controverted passage of Caesar, notwith- 
standing its almost universal rejection by his numerous 
editors. In this passage, the word can scarcely be 
considered to refer merely to metal; it must mean css cusuniy 
struck money; such being the usual, perhaps universal, term 
for copper or brass money. The passage then will stand 
thus: «^They,” the Britons, ‘^^use either brass money, or 
gold money, or, instead of money, iron rings adjusted to a 
certain weight.” * It remains now to examine how far the 
assertion of Caesar, as thus stated, is confirmed or impugned 
by the testimony of other authors, or by facts which the 
discoveries of modern times are daily bringing to light. 
Tacitus, nearly a century later, asserts that Britain pro- 
duced gold, silver, and other metals: if this be true, and 
the passage from Caesar as above quoted be correct, it would 
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be reason^ible to expect that gold and silver ornaments, and 
gold coins, would occasionally be discovered: it remains to 
examine how far this is the fact. In the British Museum 
is the greater part of a gold corslet, found in a tumulus 
near Mold in Flintshire, a druidical gorget, a variety of 
armlets, rings, and other ornaments, and a gold torques 
found in Brecon. Armlets of a construction similar to the 
torques, and found near Egerton Hall in Cheshire, are now 
in the possession of Sir Philip de Malpas Grey Egerton, 
Bart.; there are also several others, both in public "and pri- 
vate collections, which it is unnecessary to particularize, but 
enough to establish the fact that gold and silver were 
manufactured in this island at an early period: and the 
workmanship is of that character, as to leave little doubt of 
their having been executed at least as early as the times of 
Julius Caesar. Of the iron rings mentioned by Caesar, 
none have been found, or at least recognized as such; nor 
is there perhaps much reason to be surprised, — iron suffers 
so much from decomposition, that all trace of any stamp, 
if the rings ever had any, would be quite obliterated; the 
original forms would probably be rude; and should such ob- 
jects ever have been actually found, they would be at once 
thrown away as worthless, like decayed links of an old 
chain. They were probably too unwieldy to be easily carried 
about, and accidentally lost, and not well adapted for secret 
treasures, when coins of the^^precious metals afforded a more 
convenient object for that purpose. 

The difficulty with regard to brass money is not so easily 
overcome; if such really existed, it is almost impossible but 
that some should have been found; yet the evidence of such 
having been actually discovered is very slight. The coins 
which are represented in Ruding, pi. 3, 4, fig. 55 to 72, are 
considered British, and may possibly have been in existence 



OBSERVATIONS UPON BRITISH COINS. 


21 


in the time of Caesar; but they are of tin mixed perhaps 
with some copper, and can scarcely be the sort of coin al- 
luded to by him. It must also be acknowledged that they 
have not that character of form, type, and workmanship, 
which can claim a ready assent to their being contemporary 
with him; though it is almost as difficult to assign them de- 
cisively to any other specific period. It may be necessary to 
remark upon a few coins of brass published by Ruding, pi. 
3, %. 49 — 54. Of these, fig. 49 and 60 exactly resem- 
ble some in the British Museum, all of which have come 
from Jersey, and must therefore be considered as belonging 
to that island. It would be unsafe to speak confidently 
about fig. 51 without seeing it: but if the cross be intended 
for the Christian symbol, it must be of a later date than 
the coins now looked for : 53 is evidently of the same dass 
as the gold ones, pi. 2, fig. 22 — 30, whose British origin we 
should hesitate to admit, because we have no certain evi- 
dence of the disinterment of any in Britain, if w© except 
those like fi^. 46, 47, 48, wHch were found at Mount 
Batten, near Plymouth, in 1832; and which so much re- 
semble those which are considered to belong to Jersey, that 
it may be doubted whether they were not brought thence 
by some traders. Fig. 62 is certainly British; fig. 64 is 
possibly such, and of the period in question : so that as far 
as they go, they may be admitted evidence of the truth of 
Caesar’s assertion, that the British had, in his days, a brass 
money. 

It may be asked, and it has been frequently asked, what 
grounds there are for believing, that the gold and silv^ 
coins usually attributed to Britain were actually struck a.nd 
circulated in this island, or that they were contemporary 
with Julius Caesar. That they were struck and drculated 
in Britain is put beyond doubt, from the circumstance of 
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their being frequently dug up within this island; and 
though coins of a somewhat similar description are found 
in Gaul, yet do the types, or rather perhaps the treatment 
of the types, so differ, that there cannot be any doubt that 
the Gaulish and British discoveries belong originally to 
different sides of the Channel. A single coin, or a few 
coins, may be carried about and dropped anywhere ; but 
when a number of coins of a similar description are found 
almost exclusively in any one district, it may fairly be con- 
cluded, that that district is the locality to which they ori- 
ginally belonged. A little consideration of the subject 
will perhaps prove equally satisfactory with regard to the 
age of these coins. Upon a very first view of them, it 
will be evident that they are not Roman, nor formed after 
a Roman model. The immense quantities of Roman coin 
discovered every year in almost every part of the kingdom, 
prove that, at least during the greater part of the Roman 
dominion in Britain, Roman coins were the circulating 
medium of the country. Immediately after the departure 
of the Romans, the Saxons sprung up, and with them a 
description of coin totally differing in every respect from 
those which we call BBtish. As, then, these coins are 
neither Roman nor Saxon, there is no other period to which 
they can be assigned than one anterior to the perfect 
establishment of the Roman power in Britmin. 

As these coins are clearly*not of Roman nor Saxon 
origin, and are formed upon a totally different model and 
fabric, it becomes necessary to inquire what may have been 
their probable origin. It is quite clear from the type, 
form, and fabric of these coins, that by some means or 
other they claim their parentage from Greece. If a 
Roman coin be placed upon a table, it will be seen that 
the field on both sides is parallel with the plane of the 



OBSERVATIONS UPON BRITISH COINS. 


28 


table ; but place a Greek or a British coin on the table, 
and it will immediately be seen that one side is convex, 
and the other concave. The type is also of a Grecian 
character, being a horseman or a chariot, with sometimes a 
victory hovering over the charioteer. These are some- 
times exceedingly rude in execution, the very best of them 
much inferior to real Grecian coins ; and the costume and 
accompaniments are modified according to the usages of 
the country where the coins were intended to circulate. 
They are rude imitations of Grecian coins, the likeness 
being exceedingly imperfect, as they were probably exe- 
cuted by ill instructed artists, not from coins before them, 
but from the recollection of what they had once seen, or 
had been described to them. 

So little is known of the early history of the aboriginal 
inhabitants of this country, that there are not any means 
of ascertaining exactly when or how the arts of Greece, 
however imperfectly imitated, found their way into Britain.^ 
The Gauls, we know, had frequent intercourse) both com- 
mercial and military, with parts of Greece ; and it is 
impossible to doubt that the Gauls and Britons would, not 
unfrequently, paddle across the Channel to the opposite 
shore, which was actually within their sight, long before 
CsBsar made his formal attack upon Britain. From this 
intercourse would be derived the knowledge of continental 
money; and hence would naftirally arise the desire to make 
a money of their own after the continental form. 

Upon many of these coins there are not the slightest 
ti-aces of letters; upon others letters are clearly legible, 
and these letters are Roman, Many of those wMdi are 
without letters may have been in circulation long before 
the invasion of Julius Csesar; and so indeed may some of 
those with letters, as the knowledge of the Roman charac- 
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ters may have been acquired during the peaceful inter- 
course between the opposite shores; and the Britons may 
have adopted the Roman letters, though they retained the 
Grecian form and fabric of the coins. It would not be 
until some time after the Roman power was established 
generally over the island, that their money would super- 
sede that of the native inhabitants. Accordingly there are 
in Britain comparatively few of the coins of the earlier 
Roman Emperors, while on the coins of Cunobeline, who 
was contemporary with Augustus, Tiberius, and Caligula, 
we have the proof of a coinage diflfering in all its principles 
from the Roman model, and accommodated to that of 
Greece ; the types indeed bearing a resemblance to those 
of Augustus, which were themselves imitations of those of 
Greece. 

It has been suggested that the Britons derived a know- 
ledge of money from the Phoenicians, who visited our 
shores for the purposes of trade, and the acquisition of 
tin ; and the types of the British coins have been supposed 
to bear a rude resemblance to those of several districts of 
Magna Graecia. Now, if a variety of Grecian coins, suffi- 
cient to serve as models for native money, had been 
imported, it is probable that not a few such would be 
found in the county of Cornwall, which is supposed to have 
been the chief seat of foreign traffic, and that the British 
imitations would be found there more frequently than else- 
where. Neither of these circumstances seems to be the 
fact. I am not aware of Grecian coins having been dis- 
covered in Cornwall, or of British being disinterred in the 
south-western districts more frequently than in any other. 
I am rather disposed to think, that the gold coins con- 
sidered to be British are most usually found in the south- 
ern parts of the island, or those which were most easily 
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accessible from the opposite shores of Gaul, The British 
types seem to be taken principally from those of Philip of 
Macedon^, barbarous imitations of which abounded in 
Europe. The resemblances to the original would be 
more or less correct according to circumstances; being 
affected by distance of time and place, the greater or less 
degree of skill of the artists employed, the wish to modify 
the original type, and accommodate it to the tastes or feel- 
ings of the people for whose use it was made. The imita- 
tion, too, appears to have depended upon memory; for 
though there is a general resemblance to the original type, 
it is evidently not executed with the ancient coin before 
the eye of the artist The coin is clearly not a coarse copy 
of a fine original; but is itself the original work of an 
artist, who retains no more than a very general idea of the 
device he is to execute. From tradition he learns that he 
is to put a head on one side, and a chariot or a horseman 
on the other; and as he has no skill, he executes the 
device according to his want of power^ aided a little by the 
less rude imitation of his predecessors; each succeeding 
coinage being worse than the other, till the more frequent 
intercourse with the Romans improved the skill of the 
native artists ; for it will be observed, that the rudest coins 
are entirely without any letters ; and that the introduction 
of Roman letters upon the coins is co-incident with the 
improvement of the workmanship, till it attained its highest 
perfection under Cunobeline ; immediately after which I 
imagine the genuine British coinage to have ceased, and 
to have been superseded by that of Rome. 

To sum up the whole matter, I am disposed to think 
that the British coins were executed in Britain by native 
artists, with greater or less skill, according to a variety of 
circumstances, after Macedonian oiiginals, the knowledge 
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of which was obtained from barbarous imitations derived 
from Gaul; that all advancement in skill and workmanship 
was derived from the Romans, increasing with the increase 
of intercourse 5 till the establishment of the invader^s power 
put an end to the independence of Britain. I am firmly 
persuaded, that a metallic currency of struck money existed 
in Britain before the days of Julius Caesar; and I feel 
equally confident that, in the memorable passage so often 
quoted and so much corrupted, especially by later editors, 
he has actually asserted that fact. Modern discoveries are 
better than conjectural emendations : they prove that Bri- 
tain had coins not derived from Rome ; and that Caesar, 
correctly read, asserts the truth, when he says that the 
Britons used money of copper and of gold. 


IV. 


THE COINAGE OF MODERN GREECE. 

By L. H. J, Tonna, Esq. 

[Read before the Nuroismatic Society, April 26, 1838.] 

In case the Numismatic Society should not be in pos- 
session of specimens of the coinage of modern Greece, 
I beg to forward two copper coins of King Otho ; 1 
regret that I have not a complete set of them. I only 
brought one set with me, which I placed in the cabinet of 
this institution, together with two specimens of the coinage 
of Capodistrias which are now becoming rare. 

The first coins, struck in regenerate Greece, were the 
Phoenix money in 1828, when Count John Capodistrias 
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assumed the government of the country, under the title of 
president of the Greek state. His money bore on the one 
side a phoenix rising from flames, surmounted by a Christian 
cross, and rays of light issuing from a cloud, — ^legend 
'EWT^yLKT} UoXireia; and on the other, the name and value 
of the coin, with the legend HLv^epvrjTtfG I* A. KaTro^KTriota^. 
His money consisted of — 

Copper, 

The lepton — -value about il of a penny. 

Five lepta-piece. 

Ten lepta-piece. 

Silver, 

The phoenix =100 lepta, or about 8^d, English. The 
lepton thus took the place of the old Turkish pard^ or 
small tin coin. 

The phoenix was adopted as the national device, and 
was borne on the national seals, uniform buttons, &c. and 
embroidered on the or red skull cap, of all who held 
official situations; it was not, however, inserted in the 
national flag, which remained unaltered: — five blue hori- 
zontal stripes on a white ground, and the jack in the corner, 
a white cross on a blue ground. The jack was used on 
the land-fortresses, bowsprits of ships of war, and in all situa- 
tions where we employ the union-jack. After the assassi- 
nation of Capodistrias, at the foot of the altar of the church 
of San Spiridion at Nauplia, a provisional government was 
appointed, consisting of five commissioners, to preside at 
the helm of the infant state, until the arrival of their 
youthful monarch. The authority of this government did 
not, however, extend beyond the range of the guns of the few 
fortresses which were in their actual possession : the rest of 
the country was given up to anarchy and plunder. WhOst 
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I was at Patras in 18325 Kitzo Tzavellas (son of the heroic 
and patriotic John Tzavellas) took possession of the castle 
of that town at the head of about 800 Suliotes, imprisoned 
the governor, and assumed the government of the neigh- 
bouring country, under the pompous title of Governor-in- 
chief of Achaia, and lord of Patras, Rhium and Antirrhium, 
the two fortresses which command the narrow entrance to 
the gulf of Corinth. He inserted the phoenix in the 
centre of the cross of the national flag ; and from that time 
the phoenix became a revolutionary emblem, — the slothful 
and impotent provisional government having adopted the 
more appropriate symbol of the owl — appropriate to the 
sluggishness, not the wisdom, of these sage quinquevirs. 
At the time of the assassination of the president Capodis- 
trias, the brave Kanaris, who, in his brulotes or small fire 
brigs, had been the midnight dread of Turkish fleets, and 
had blown up two capuddn pachds^ in their three-decked 
ships, was in command of a twenty gun corvette. He imme- 
diately took his ship to Poros^ where the national mint had 
been established, landed a few of his brass guns, caused them 
to be coined into money ; and having paid his crew all their 
long arrears of wages, he quietly returned to his native 
island of Ipsara, and died there shortly afterwards, broken- 
hearted, at seeing the wretched state to which his unhappy 
country had been reduced. He was a truly patriotic and 
good man, and never entered into the disgraceful intrigues 
which sullied the other leaders of the Greek revolution. It 
was he who fired the train which blew up the ship of the 
atrocious Ali, the capuddn pacha who conceived and 
executed the fearful massacre of Scio, laden with the spoil 
of that now desolate island. These coins, struck by Kanaris, 
were, I believe, the last of the Phoenix money. 

The coinage of King Otho consists of the following : — 
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Silver, 

The drachm — same size and value as the phoenix of 
Capodistrias. viz. 8 jd. 

The i drachm, and ^ drachm. 

Also pieces of 2 drachms, and pieces of 6 drachms. 

The piece of six drachms was adopted instead of one of 
five drachms, which would have rendered the coinage more 
uniform, in order to assimilate this their largest silver coin, 
to the Spanish, Austrian, and Sicilian dollars. 

Copper, 

Pieces of 1 lepton. 

“ of 5 lepta. 

“ of 10 lepta. 

The silver coins bear the head of Otho — 
BASIAEYS • THE • E AAA AOS, and on the reverse, on an 
escutcheon azure, a cross cguped argent, pierced with the 
chequer board of Bavaria, (barry bendy azure and argent). 
The whole surmounted by a six arched crown, with globe 
and cross, and branches of laurel, as supporters ; underneath 
the date and name of the coin as 1 • APAXMH — J • APAXMH 
&c. &c. 

The copper coins, bear on one side the shield and crown, 
as above, with BASIAEIA * THS * EAAA AOS, and on the other, 
the name of the coin in a wreath. 

King Otho’s money was all struck in Bavaria. I regret 
that I am unable to give any information respecting the 
purity of the metal, alloy, &c. 

Lewis H. J. Tonna, 

United Service Museum, March 29, 1838. 

N. B. The national flag now used, has the shield of 
Bavaria surmounted by a crown in the centre of the white 


cross. 
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V. 

AN ACCOUNT OF GOLD COINS OF JAMES I. AND 
CHARLES I. DISCOVERED AT SOUTHEND. 

By James Dodsley Cuff, Esq. F.S.A. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, April 26, 1828.] 

In the seventh number of the Numismatic Journal pub- 
lished in January last, I observe an account headed, 
Treasure discovered at Southend,” which states that a 
«« few days since, a jury was impanelled before Mr. 
Carttar, the coroner for West Kent, to inquire into the 
circumstances under which a number of gold coins were 
« found hidden in the ground in that neighbourhood. 
Mr. Maule the Treasury solicitor attended on behalf of 
the crown. The jury, having inspected the coins, four 
hundred and twenty in number, the coroner proceeded 
to expound to the jury the Queen’s right under the law of 
“ Treasure trove to property discovered under similar cir- 
cumstances to the present. The jury then returned a 
verdict of Treasure trove, and the coin was seized by 
the coroner in the name of the Queen.” 

In a very short time after the above verdict was pro- 
nounced, Mr. Carttar delivered ovet* the whole of the 
coins to the before-mentioned Mr. Maule, and here un- 
fortunately we lose all further identity of the pieces. 

As the British Museum is now very generally known to 
possess an extensive and valuable collection of coins of all 
countries, and more especially of those relating to our own 
country, and receives an annual grant from Parliament for 
the purpose of improving and increasing the same, I con 
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eluded that these four hundred and twenty gold coins 
would, as a matter of course, have all been sent to that 
establishment. 

It is possible and very likely, if this find had been sub- 
mitted to the examination of the officers of the Museum, 
some pieces might have been selected of such curiosity and 
rarity, as would have been an acquisition to the national 
cabinet, and without any cost to the country, which in 
these days of rigid economy must not be considered unim- 
portant. Besides, all persons who take any interest in 
these matters would then have known what the trove 
really contained. 

I have learned, upon enquiring at the Museum, that a 
few of the pieces only had been sent there, and those not 
selected by any persons at all learned in Numismatics, and 
that the others had all been consigned to the crucible. 

Considering, therefore, that all further investigation is 
destroyed, and that a little information is better than none, 
I shall proceed to lay before the Society, without any 
apology, the following meagre account^ only expressing 
my regret that the time did not allow of the examination 
of the reverses. 

We have seen that the coins were four hundred and 
twenty in number, and that they were all of the same de- 
nomination, that is, pieces of twenty shillings. Of this 
number, one hundred and thirty-six were the last coinage 
of James I. with his bust laureated; these offer no 
interest, save that of its being the first instance of our 
monarchs having their brows ornamented with the laurel 
wreath. 

The remaining two hundred and eighty-four were coins 
of Charles of three different coinages, as regards the bust, 
with various Mint marks. 



32 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


First Coinage^ Forty-seven coins. 

With the Euff and Collar, M. M. Fleur de lis. 

Second Coinage^ One hundred and nineteen coins. 

The ruff without the collar, and the king in armour. 
Of these there were nine different M. M’s. 


1st. M.M. Helmet 7 Coins 

2nd. M. M. Long cross *..11 do. 

3rd. M.M. Castle 19 dp. 

4th. M. M. Anchor. . . 16 do. 

5th. M.M. Heart . * 27 do. 

6th. M.M. Feathers (3 varieties) . . . .25 do. 

7th. M. M. Full blown rose 12 do. 

8th. M.M. Ofe. Anchor in the middle of the 

legend ’ . 1 do. 

Rev. Anchor 
9th. M. M. Ohv. (none) 

Rev. Rose ^ 


The last two not mentioned in Snelling. 

Third Coinage^ One hundred and eight coins. 


Falling band. Fifteen different M, M. 

1st. M.M. Harp 

2nd. M.M. Poi'tcullis 3 (jo. 

3rd. M.M. Bell • . 7 do. 

4th, M.M. Crown . 11 do. 

5th. M.M. Ton 5 do. 

6th. M.M. Anchor 6 do, 

7th. M. M. Triangle 3 do. 

8th, M.M. Star of Six points 7 do. 

9th. M. M. Triangle within a circle .... 31 do. 

10th. M.M. P. within two semicircles . . .14 do. 
11th. M.M, R. within two semi-circles ... 2 do. 
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12th. M,M. Eye 2 do. 


13th. M. M. Sun 3 do. 

14th. M.M. Full blown rose 1 do, 

15th. M.M. Gbv. Triangle within two semi- 
circles • 1 do. 

Rev, P. within two semi-circles. 

The last two not mentioned in Snelling. 


Not finding any coin with the sceptre M. M., it is pro- 
bable these coins were buried in the year 1646. The 
sceptre being continued from this date to the end of his 
reign. 


VI. 


A VIEW OF THE SILVER COIN AND COINAGE OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, FROM THE YEAR 1662 TO 1837, 
&c. BY GEORGE MARSHALL.^ 

In the preface to this work, the author complains very 
justly of the deficiency which existed, and had long been 
felt by collectors of our milled silver coins, of any publica- 
tion containing satisfactory information as to their varieties 
and dates. That deficiency he has ably supplied; having 
entered upon the undertaking with much experience, and 
completed it with carefulness and fidelity. His plan is 
perfectly simple, which, next to fulness and accuracy in the 
details, is the greatest merit of works of this description, as 
facility of reference is of essential importance. 

The first part consists of historical and descriptive obser- 
vations on the milled coinage in general, from the reign of 

1 London : John Heame, 81, Strand. 


VOL. I. 


F 
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Charies II. to the end of that of William IV. Under 
each denomination of coin, an account is given of the 
obverses and reverses, dates and varieties, particular in- 
scriptions, together with remarks on important points, classi- 
fications as to rarity, and the amount coined during the 
respective reigns. 

The second part, forming the bulk of the volume, con- 
tains an elaborate catalogue of all the coins with which the 
author is acquainted, arranged with perspicuity according 
to size, and in chronological order, each type being briefly 
but sufiS-ciently specified. It is possible there may be some 
omissions, and, indeed, Mr. Marshall appears to be aware 
of this with respect to the Scotch milled coins; but we 
approve of his judgment in not noticing any varieties of 
type but such as he knew to be correct, as by copying 
printed catalogues, he might only be perpetuating errors, 
and misleading his readers.” 

To the antiquarian collector, for whom the hammered 
money of our earlier sovereigns has a particular charm, the 
present publication may be deficient in interest ; but many 
otihers will find it extremely useful, and all our numismatists 
will acknowledge it to form a valuable appendage to pre- 
vious works on the national coinage. 

Mr. M. gives us the following succinct account of the 
employment of the mill and screw, the introduction of 
which into our mint may be considered the commencement 
of the line of demarcation between ancient and modem 
English coins. 

The method of coming by the mill and screw was not admitted 
into our mint before the year 1564, when it was used, together 
with the old method of coining with the hammer, until the latter 
was wholly laid aside in the fourteenth year of Charles II. A. D. 
1662. 
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“From that time only very trivial improvements had been 
made, until the powerful machinery invented by Messrs. Boulton 
and Watt was applied to the purposes of coining, and was intro- 
duced into the royal mint previous to the great re-coinage in the 
year 1816. 

“The machinery for coining, with the mill and screw, was 
very simple, and consisted of a screw, to which an upper die was 
connected ; this was worked by a fly, which forced that die, which 
was attached to it, with considerable efiect upon the other die, 
which was firmly fixed below. 

The advantages of this machine over the old mode of striking 
with a hammer, consisted chiefly in the increase of force, which 
was so great as to raise the impression at one blow, by which 
a great waste of time and labour was prevented. Its radical de- 
fect was, that it was put in motion by the exertion of human 
strength; and as this would frequently vary in its application, 
there could be no certainty of uniformity of appearance in the 
coins. 

“This defect is now completely obviated by the use of the 
steam engine, which, being at all times of an equal force, produces 
that uniformity of appearance which is so obvious in the corns 
struck at our mint since it has been introduced there.^* 

We fully agree with Mr. M., that the omission of the 
royal arms on the shillings and sixpences of William IV. 
“ cannot be considered an improvement, as they look i^pre 
like tokens than coins.’^ And as it seems we are not 
allowed to have historical devices on the coinage (though 
for what good reason we cannot say), the usual armorial 
shield is surely preferable to the supererogatory information, 
that a certain piece of money which we have always well 
known, is of the value of one shilling/^ In fact, it k B. 
stupid imitation of the French in their franc pieces shiipe 
the Revolution, which are properly enough marked mth 
the nuTHerical values, because at that period they altered 
their mode of reckoning money, and adopted the decimal 
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system, which made important changes in the forms and 
weights of the currency. 

Our author might have enlarged his enumeration of the 
pattern pieces struck at various periods^ but considering 
how widely they must be dispersed among private cabinets, 
and how difficult it must be for an individual, however 
zealously disposed, to obtain access to, or correct informa- 
tion of, rarities under such circumstances, we cannot wonder 
at this partial defect; nor, indeed, can we estimate a 
pattern, curious as it may be, in any thing like the same 
degree that we do a coin which has formed a part of the 
legitimate currency of the nation* 


VIL 

ON A MODE OF ASCERTAINING THE PLACES TO 
WHICH ANCIENT BRITISH COINS BELONG. 

It will be readily conceded, that in no branch of numis- 
matic study has the advancement of our knowledge been 
more slow, than in that which relates to the weU known 
coins which are usually, and I think properly, attributed to 
the* Ancient Britons. 

From the time of Camden (in whose Britannia the 
earliest notice of these coins is perhaps to be found), down 
to the period of the publication of Ruding’s learned and 
elaborate Annals, so much diversity of opinion seems to 
have prevailed among numismatists concerning them, that 
we not only find preliminary questions left in doubt, but 
not even a foundation laid for their study.^ 

1 Article XXVII in the first volume of the Numismatic 
Journal, affords, however, an agreeable proof that British coins 
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It is much to be regretted, that by far the greater portion 
of these coins are without inscriptions; and so ignorant are 
we of the places to which these uninscribed classes belong, 
that it is still considered by some, a matter of great doubt 
whether they are to be looked upon as British or Gaulish 
money. 

The great difficulties, however, which oppose themselves, 
even to a preliminary study of these primitive and inte- 
resting coins, offer, in some respects, sufficient apology for 
this gloomy and unsatisfactory picture of the present state 
of our knowledge on the subject: we must not therefore 
omit distinctly to state, that it has not been drawn to 
discourage, but, on the contrary, to stimulate inquiry; our 
object being to endeavour to show the possibility of esta- 
blishing, not only a tolerably correct geographical classifi- 
cation of ancient British coins by the discovery of the 
localities where they were current, but also, even the 
possibility of ultimately finding out at which towns they 
were most probably struck. At all events, to point out a 
ready mode of certainly distinguishing the coins of Britain 
from those of Gaul. 

There appears also reason to believe, that whenever 
these data are firmly fixed, it may be possible to ground 
upon them many important elucidations and explanations 
of the types, notwithstanding that at first sight so many 
appear to be merely barbarous and imitative. Whether 
the uninscribed British coins are to be considered as regal or 
civic, is a question which must probably remain for ever 

are not quite neglected. The views and observations of Ae 
writer of that article, as to the existence of British coins? and on 
the importance of remarking where they are foimd, are conceived 
in the right spirit, and it may he hoped wffi fee followed up 
hereafter. 
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uncertain ; but judging of the uninscribed coins, by those 
which have inscriptions — probably the true way of judging 
— ^they appear to be the money of petty princes or chief- 
tains, struck in the principal town of their dominions, as 
the coins of Cunobeline wei*e struck at Camulodanum, 
Partaking therefore of the double nature of regal and 
civic coins, a geographical classification of them will be the 
nearest possible approximation to the truth. 

The interest which naturally attaches itself to the correct 
classification of uncertain coins, ought to be heightened in 
us by national feeling for those found in our own country ; 
and it must be confessed to be high time that we should 
begin to furnish our successors with gradually accumulating 
data concerning the finding of these coins, so that in time 
they may arrive at some satisfactory conclusions as to the 
places to which they belong. 

It is true that considerable industry, zeal, and learning 
have not been wanting in our predecessors, in collecting, 
engraving, and illustrating ancient British Coins, in the 
way which was thought the most useful; but it unfortunately 
appears that they have too often omitted to notice the only 
circumstance likely to lead to the discovery of the places to 
which the uninscribed coins belong; the few accounts of 
the finding of particular coins having been given inci- 
dentally, and never continued with any degree of order or 
method. 

At first sight it no doubt appears to be quite unimportant 
to know where a coin was found; and it does not occur to 
the mind as possible, by any means, to discover the place 
where an uninscribed coin of remote antiquity was current, 
and probably struck. Even to ascertain merely the country 
to which such a coin belongs, may perhaps appear to be an 
almost equally hopeless attempt. Numismatic experience, 
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however, proves that we possess the means of attaiximg that 
knowledge; and however paradoxical the statement may 
appear, nothing is more certain than that the unknown 
place to which an uninscribed coin belongs, although appa- 
rently lost for ever in the darkness of by-gone ages, is yet 
discoverable by the very easy method already hinted at. 
This consists simply^ in obscrmng at what place or places the 
coin is from time to time dug up* 

As this assertion may be new to some who may be 
reasonably presumed to be sceptical on this curious point, 
I will first venture to state the result of my individual 
experience of its truth, and afterwards bring forward, as 
briefly as possible, some of the evidence afforded by 
others. 

Having had occasion to observe, during a residence of 
above six years at Smyrna, that I was much assisted in the 
classification of Greek coins, by knowing from what part of 
the country they had been brought, I acquired a habit of 
uniformly paying great attention to that circumstance. I 
was soon led to remark that, in a great variety of instances, 
many of the coins proved to belong to the places, or the 
neighbourhood of the places, at which they had been 
purchased of the peasants ; and finally pursuing the hint 
thus obtained, by applying it to an approximate classifi- 
cation of coins of dubious attribution, I discovered by 
degrees, that when I could positively and repeatedly trace 
the finding of an uninscribed or uncertain coin to any 
given place, my subsequent observations invariably proved 
the coin to belong to that place, by the discovery of other 
coins which had inscriptions, or unequivocal resemWmice in 
type, to coins which were well known. 

These observations were not confined to my residence at 
Smyrna; for during the period of rix ye«n*s, already alluded 
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toj I visited Constantinople and its neighbourhood, and 
some parts of Bithynia and Mysia, the Troad and its 
neighbourhood, Thyatira, Sardis, Ephesus, Teos, Clazo- 
mene, Phocaea, Chios, Tenos, Syrus, Andrus, JEgina, 
Epidaurus, Argos, Sicyon, Corinth, Megara, Eleusis, and 
Athens. On a subsequent voyage from Smyrna to Athens, 
I visited Thebes, Tanagra, and other towns in Boeotia; and 
on my last voyage to Athens passed again through Corinth 
to Patras, — thence to Zante, Cephalonia, and Ithaca j to 
Sicily, where I visited Messina, Catania, and Syracuse; 
and finally Naples, Rome, and Florence. 

At all these places (and many more) I collected coins ; 
and during the whole of these journies I made observations 
on the collections of others (travellers as well as residents), 
and as a general result, I can safely testify that the finding, 
in each place, of the coins of that place, was fully proved 
by my personal observation, and seems to indicate that the 
circulation of the coinage of the ancients was, on the 
whole, very limited and local. ^ 

It is most true, however, that there is nothing to prevent 


2 I make this as a general remark. The exceptions which 
might be oifered to it are very few, and do not bear against my 
general position. I will mention the two greatest exceptions that 
have occurred to my own experience and observation. The first 
is the well-known silver didrachms of Corinth, and her numerous 
colonies in Epirus, Acarnania, &c. {Obverse, Helmet Head of 
Minerva,- — Reverse, Pegasus.) These are found in such quantities 
in Sicily, that some peculiar event, in politics or commerce, must 
have occasioned the flow of these coins to that country ; such as 
the annual payment of a tax to Syracuse, or perhaps a trade to 
Sicily for corn. The second example is the well-known gold 
coins of Cyzicus which are very frequently found all 

over the Crimea, more so there than any where else, and probably 
owing also to a trade to that country for corn. At Cyzicus itself 
the place is now so deserted, and the coins naturally so rare, that 
they are no doubt very seldom found. 
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coins, from having been struck in one city, or country, and 
lost in another; and undoubtedly, nothing seems so likely 
to have happened — nay, our experience constantly shows 
us that it did happen — with the ancients as with ourselves, 
that coins were nften lost very far from the places to which 
they belonged. This admission, nevertheless, if properly 
considered, does not militate against the fact which we wish 
to establish with regard to the finding of ancient coins; 
namely, that the constant finding from time to time of 
given coin^ in a particular locality^ will eventually prove that 
coin to belong to that locality. It must be remarked that I 
lay great stress on the constant finding^ from time to time^ at 
or near a given place; and that this should be the fact, is, on 
reflection, a very natural conclusion; since coins must be 
found where they were lost, and would of course he far 
more abundantly lost where they were constantly current, 
than elsewhere. Hence, coins of Cunobeline are not found 
in France, or coins of Gaulish chieftains in England. I 
never saw in any cabinet or collection in Italy, Sicily, 
Greece, or Asia, any coins like those which we consider 
as ancient British coins.^ 

It may be here remarked, that the late most important 
and highly interesting discoveries of Bactrian and Indo- 
Scythian coins,^ in such quantities, would never have been 
made, had no traveller ever visited the very spots where 
those coins were struck; and it is well known that the few 

3 The only English coin which ever fell under my observation 
abroad, under circumstances indicative of its having been dug ^ 
therCi was a penny of Henry III. pierced and sewed to the of 
a Greek boy at Thebes, in Boeotia, among numerous ancient coins, 
the examination of which led me to discover it. probably 

lost at Thebes during some expedition to the iJoXy Jband. 

^ See a valuable notice on this subject iby Frijfessor Wilson, 
in tbe Numistnatie Journal, YoL II. Article XVIII. 

VOL. I. o 
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which we possessed previous to these discoveries^, were 
always procured from those who had made overland journies 
from India to this country, and who had collected them 
during their passage through the ancient Bactrian terri- 
tory. 

In fact, the traveller who inquires for ancient coins in 
any country which he may visit, will remark, that, with the 
ancient money, as with the modern, he will find in each 
country the money of that country, and in each town the 
money of that town. In Greece and Asia, according to 
my own observations, the usual circulation of the ancient 
coins of the different cities of those countries appears to 
have been so local and confined, that I found a visit to the 
site of any ancient city almost sure to be rewarded by the 
acquisition of some of its coins,' and it is a still more 
curious fact that, the constant finding of the known coins of 
a city at a particular spot, may actually assist the geographer 
in determining the unknown position of the city itself, as 
will be shown presently. 

Peller-in, one of the greatest coin collectors and practical 
numismatists who ever lived, proves to us throughout all 
his voluminous worlcs, how often he was guided in classing 
coins by knowing where they were found. His official 
situation ^ had no doubt early taught him to observe that 
ancient coins generally belonged to the locality from 
which they were brought to him. 

It is evident from the instructions written by the cele- 
brated Abbe Barthflemy^ for M. HoueFs use, while in 
Italy and Sicily, about the year 1777, that the learned 

^ The I'eader need not be reminded that Pelleidn occupied a high 
official situation in the administration of the French navy. 

^ These instructions are preserved in the CEuvres Diverses 
de J. J, Barthelemy.” Paris : 2 vols, 8vo. 1823. 
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Abbe was completely aware of the importance of knowing 
where coins of dubious attribution are dug up.'<^ Some 
parts of these instructions are so much in point, that I 
cannot avoid quoting verbatim. Speaking of coins with 
Phoenician inscriptions, which are found between Palermo 
and Agrigentum, and which interested him very much, 
he says,^ Si le hazard vous en faisait tomber entre les 
mains, je vous prie de les prendre, en vous informant de 
Ten droit oh elles ont et6 trouv4es.” Again, speaking of 
the supposed site of Motya, where, according to Thuci- 
dydes, the Phoenicians built a town, he says,^ “ II faudrait 
savoir si Ton y trouve des medailles Pheniciennes, et de 
quelle esp^ce?” Speaking of certain Punic coins often 
found at Malta, he begs M. Houel to purchase some, and 
adds,^° Demandez si c’est a Malte, on a Gozzo, qu’^on les 
trouve.” In another place, after expressing his expectations 
that coins of the Locri Epizephyrii will be found in the 
neighbourhood of Gierani, between Rhegium and Taren- 
turn, he adds,^^ II serait important de savoir si on trouve 
dans le m^me canton, des medailles de meme metal et de 
meme grandeur ; qui, avec, ou sans, le nom des Locriens, 
repr6sentent d^un c&te la tete de Minerve, et de Tautre un 
cheval aile.” Immediately after, he evidently hints at 
the discovery of coins of Caulonia, in the neighbourhood of 

7 Those who will take the trouble to read through the instruc- 
tions just referred to, will find that the Abbe Barthelemy directs 
the traveller to expect, at each town, to find some specimens of its 
ancient coinage, and specifies particularly that coins of the 
Lucanians and Bruttii will be found in traversing the countiy 
between Naples and Rhegium, at which place, as well as at 
Segesta, Selinus, Syracuse, Sybaris, Thtirium, Siris, Ileraclea, 
Metapontum, and Tarentum, coins of each place are found 
respectively. ^ Ibid. p. 243. 

^ Ibid. p. 244. Ibid. p. 247. 

” Ibid. p. 249. Ibid. p. 250. 
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Sijuillaci, as deciding the situation of the site of that city 
against the authority of Danville. And in the same page,^^ 
speaking of the Lacinian promontory, on which stood the 
city of Crotona, he adds, Dans le meme endroit doivent 
se trouver des medailles de Crotone.''^ Lastly, he says,^^ 
Entre Otrante et Brindes, au village de Martanna, 
suivant Riedezel {Voyage en Sicile^ p. 219), on trouve 
quantity de medailles. Si elles sont Grecques, je vous prie 
d*en acquerir et de bien marquer Tendroit ou elles ont ete 
trouv^es/^ The learned writer of these instructions ob- 
viously expected by the coins to discover and fix the site of 
some ancient town situated at or near that village. 

In the works of the numerous travellers who of late 
years have visited Greece, may be observed various inci- 
dental remarks tending to confirm the main point before 
us. It may suffice, however, to adduce a few passages from 
the classic and interesting pages of Dodwell. 

At Castri (Delphi) out of eighty coins which he pur- 
chased, six were of Delphi, although coins of this city are 
very rare. On the site of Orchomenus, in Boeotia, he 
purchased of a peasant two coins of that city,^® and has 
engraved them in his work. In a subsequent page^T^ he 
supplies us with an instance of the inscribed coins of a city, 
indicating its site. Though many circumstances,’^ says 
he, ^^lead us to suppose that these ruins are the remains of 
Thespia, no positive proof of it has yet occurred, nor has 

any inscription been discovered on the spot in which the 

name of the city is mentioned. A small village, called 
Leuka, is seen in the vicinity; the inhabitants of which, in 

Barthelemy. Ibid, p, 253. 

DodwelPs Travels in Greece, vol.i, p. 191. 

Ibid. p. 232. Ibid. p. 255. 
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tilling the ground, find a great many small copper coins of 
Thespia.^^ I bought several of them.” 

Shortly after he gives woodcuts of seven silver coins 
which he purchased at Thebes, five of which are of Thebes, 
and the other two of Boeotian cities. We are also told 
of several ^ginetan coins which he found at ^gina;^® 
and when at Pharsalia he says, We were offered some 
ancient coins of Pharsalia.”^^ At Methana, in like manner 
he remarks, We were fortunate in procuring, at this place, 
some autonomous coins of Methana, which had never been 
known to exist of these he gives two wood engravings. 
Presently we find him at Megalopolis, observing, “We 
purchased from the villagers a considerable number of 
Arcadian coins, some of which were rare and well pre- 
served. Those of Megalopolis,” he adds, “are common, 
and proceeds to describe them : The coins of Stymphalus 
are very rare ; but at Stymphalus, Dodwell bought a small 
one of that city.^^ It will be felt, that the preceding 
incidental observations, selected from the pages of an in- 
telligent traveller, were elicited from him, as it were, 
undesignedly; and it can scarcely be doubted, had he 
travelled more directly with a numismatic object, that his 
remarks in confirmation of my general position would 
have been far more frequent, and occasionally even more 
conclusive. 

Not to add unnecessarily to the preceding testimony, I 
will only adduce further the experience of the Abbate Ses- 


The coins alluded to are inscribed OESniEON. See Pel- 
lerin, Pewples et Filles, vol. i. plate xxv. No. 24. 

19 DodwelFs Travels in Greece, vol. i. p. 274. ; ' 

^ Ibid. p. 573—4. ailbid/volArlM. 
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tmi/5 the well known author of so many numismatic works, 
and that of M. Cousinery,®^ formerly French consul at 
Salonica. Both were celebrated numismatists, and highly 
competent judges of this matter, from their long practical 
experience in collecting coins in Greece and Asia. During 
frequent conversations which I had with them on the sub- 
ject of the finding of coins, I learned with pleasure that 
they had long before made the same observations as myself. 
Indeed, the first four volumes of Sestini’s Lettere e Disserta- 
zioni Numismatiche^^' 8z:c., are mainly devoted to the correc- 
tion of several old established erroneous attributions, which 
his observations during the very jour nies above mentioned, 
had enabled him to detect. Le provegnenze! Le prom- 
gnmzeP^ uttered with a loud voice, and emphatic manner, 
was the accustomed exclamation of this zealous numis- 
matist, in familiar conversation, when the classification of 
uncertain coins chanced to be the subject of discussion. 
He coined a word which does not unhappily express his 
idea, but which, without periphrasis, cannot be rendered in 

A short biographical notice of the Ahbate Sestini, is to be 
found in the ISFmxdsmatic Journal (Vol.II. p. 100 ), where mention 
is made of his journies in Asia Minor, &c., in consequence of his 
having been employed by the British ambassador at Constan- 
tinople, to collect coins. The greater part of these coins passed 
afterwards into the rich cabinets of Lord Northwick, and the late 
R. P. Knight, Esq. 

00 that M. Cousinery spent all the leisure of a 

long several valuable collections of Greek coins, 

and was a most experienced and skilful practical numismatist, he 
published but little. Some essays in the “Jouimal Encylop 6 - 
dique” for 1807, 8 , and 10 , and his “Essai sur les Monnaies 
d’Argent de la Ligue Acheenne” (4to. Paris, 1825), together with 
his Travels in Macedonia, published afterwards, constitute, as far 
as my memory serves me, the whole of his published works. 

His first and largest collection of Greek coins was disposed of 
to his Majesty the present king of Bavaria, while Prince Royal, 
I believe about 25 or 00 years ago, and forms the basis of 
the valuable Royal Collection at Munich. 
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English, or any modern language with which I am ac- 
quainted. 

Recurring now to the practical application of these facts 
to the classification of ancient British, early Saxon, or any 
other coins of dubious attribution, it must be remarked, that 
the number of concurrent observations which will be re- 
quired on most of the British coins, in consequence of their 
rarity and slow discovery, will ofiPer peculiar difficulties. 

No individual can be supposed to possess sufficiently ex- 
tended means of making the requisite observations on the 
finding of any particular coin, with sufficient frequency to 
lead to any practical result. It is, therefore, necessary that 
the observations should not only be extended over the 
greatest possible area, but also should be continued for an 
indefinite period of time. This will require the prolonged 
cooperation of many 5 and, therefore, we maybe said to 
require a series of recorded observations, informing us, 
henceforth, where every uninscribed ancient British or 
Saxon coin is found and it would add very much to the 
value of these observations, if they were to be extended 
to those coins also which have inscriptions ; for we wish to 
be able to observe, whether the circumstances already so 
fully stated, with regard to the finding of Greek coins, hold 
good with those of our own country. . 

The notices or observations which are required, should 
be recorded in print, and should specify the spot where the 
coins were dug up, with descriptions of such as can be de- 
scribed, and with wood-cuts of the uninscribed, done with 

I speak of single coins, rather than the discovery of hoards, 
although the latter are also highly interesting and iniportoit. 

This publication, being exclusively numismafidy bffers peculiar 
advantages for the gradual accuinxilation df fhe observations 
required. 
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sufficient accuracy to enable us to recognize the types. 
The metal of which, the coins are composed should be 
stated, and those of gold or silver should have the weights 
annexed in troy grains. It will be readily perceived that 
a series of observations, recorded as above recommended, 
will furnish progressively-accumulating evidence for proving 
where and how often each recurring coin has been found ; 
and will enable us to observe whether they are mostly found 
in the counties on the coast, or in those more inland. We 
shall also see the extent of their range over the country, and 
whether any constant finding occurs in Ireland, in Scotland, 
or in Wales. 

As example is better than precept, I now present the 
reader with a representation of the only uncertain coin 
which I ever found in England, under circumstances to 
warrant my offering it here as a practical illustration of the 
means I advocate, for discovering at least the locality in 
which uncertain coins were originally current : and till it 
can be shewn that the coins of our ancient British and 
Saxon ancestors were struck on the continent, and brought 
here for circulation, I make bold to conclude, that they 
were struck where they were current. 



This coin was picked up thirty years ago, at the foot of the 
cliffs which form the north coast of the Isle of Sheppey, near 
Minster, by a poor old woman who was employed in collect- 
ing the pyritous fossils which abound on that shore, and of 
whom I purchased it. The coin had no doubt fallen from 
the top of the cliff with the earth which is constantly 
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crumbling down ; and belongs to the class of coins called 
Sceattae, which are usually attributed to the county of 
Kent — an attribution which the finding of this coin tends 
to confirm. 

To proceed, however, in the further explanation of the 
practical use which I wish to make of the recorded obser- 
vations which I require, let us imagine that I had recorded 
the finding of my coin by the preceding woodcut and 
statement, thirty years ago, when the coin was found; and 
that, subsequently, each of the sceattae engraved in Ending’s 
Annals had been discovered and the finding recorded, and 
that the whole had been collected in that valuable work. 
Let us suppose, further, that by far the greater portion of 
those which approximate in type to mine had been found 
singly^ and at certain intervals of time^ also in the Isle of 
Sheppey. Should we not, by this time, begin to be con- 
vinced that the earliest sceattae belong to the Isle of 
Sheppey ; especially if we had taken occasion to ascertain, 
in the mean time, that the cabinets of our brother numisma- 
tists in France, Belgium, Holland, or Denmark, furnished 
no examples of similar coins? If, instead of the Isle of 
Sheppey, we should have had occasion to observe that the 
finding of these coins took place in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Canterbury, — should we not be led to conclude 
that they were to be referred to that place ? And, as the 
inscriptions on the later sceattse prove them to be Saxon 
coins, and regal rather than civic, should we not conclude 
that the earlier ones were also coins of Saxon kings ? I 
should infer further, from the discovery of these coins (pro- 
vided the earlier were uniformly found in the Isle of Shep- 
pey, and the later at Canterbury), that the first footing 
gained by the Saxons was in the Isle of Sheppey ; and that 
afterwards they established themselves at Canterbury : 

VOL. I. H 
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although it must be confessed, that any inference drawn 
from the finding of coins, beyond that of proving the places 
to which they belong, would require to be supported by the 
concurrent and undoubted testimony of so many accurate 
observations, and should be drawn with so much judgment 
and discrimination, that a long time must elapse before any 
such result can be hoped for. 

To return, however, to the point before us; I proceed 
to remark that the finding of a sceatta of similar type in 
any other place or county, will not invalidate the attribu- 
tion of these coins (under the circumstances already sup- 
posed) to the Isle of Sheppey or the city of Canterbury, 
except in a temporary manner; for if the coins really 
belong to either locality, the observations, if steadily per- 
severed in for a sufiicient length of time, will prove the 
finding of the coins (however slowly it may proceed) to be 
constant at the place to which they really belong, and of 
most rare and solitary occurrence elsewhere. Whether the 
coins be found often or seldom, will, of course, mainly 
depend on their abundance or rarity ; for experience shows 
that some coins remain unique for a century or more ; and 
consequently, on such coins, hardly one observation in a 
lifetime could be made. 

Even under the most favourable circumstances, the life- 
time of an individual atfords but little scope for any prac- 
tical results in classing, by these means, uncertain coins of 
rare occurrence. Hence mainly arises the cause of the 
ignorance in which we now find ourselves involved, with 
respect to ancient British coins; and hence my motive 
for stating in the beginning of this paper, that it is high 
time we should, at least, begin to furnish data for our suc- 
cessors in these pursuits. 

Whatever may be the opinion of the reader, as to the 
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possibility of discovering by the method proposed in the 
preceding pages the 'precise localities to which ancient coins 
belong, it is presumed, that the most sceptical will scarcely 
hesitate to admit, that, by that method, at all events the 
country may be readily ascertained. It will be perceived, 
therefore, that mere comparison offers the ready means of 
distinguishing British from Gaulish coins, to which I 
alluded in the outset \ for on an examination of the public 
collection of coins at Paris and that in the British Museum, 
it will appear, that certain primitive coins found in France, 
exhibit peculiarities of type and fabric not observable in 
those found in our own country, and vice versd. 

In conclusion, I must, however, beg to remark, that in 
expressing this opinion in favour of the possibility of esta- 
blishing a geographical classification of uninscribed ancient 
British coins, I would not have it supposed that I mean to 
draw a strict comparison between uncertain ancient British 
coins and uncertain ancient Greek coins, or to assert that 
it is as easy, by the use of the means pointed out in this 
paper, to fix the geographical position of the former as of 
the latter. So far from this being the fact, it must be 
borne in mind, that with the Greeks, coinage was an original 
invention, which arose with the dawn of their commerce, at 
a period of considerable civilization, and kept pace with 
their gradual and truly remarkable advancement in the 
fine arts. We are consequently assisted in classing un- 
inscribed Greek coins by many remarkable peculiarities in 
the style of work, as well as in the types themselves, for 
which there existed among the Greeks, as a people, an 
uniform and powerful motive,^^ The knowledge of all this, 

See a paper on this subject in the Numisinatic Journal, 
VoL I. Artide XVIIL 
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coupled with a knowledge of the finding, is of the utmost 
use and importance in the classification of primitive 
Greek coins. But with the coins of the ancient Britons, 
owing to their rude state, the case is so different, that it 
must be regarded as a dubious point, whether the represen- 
tations on their money have any motive beyond that of 
mere imitation^ or whether, when they adopted or esta- 
blished the art of coinage, they also adopted the system of 
connecting peculiar and original notions with the representa-- 
tions which they put upon their money. This is a question 
which I may perhaps discuss hereafter; but for the fulfil- 
ment of our present object it will suffice to add, that on 
account of the absence of any sufficient information con- 
cerning our semi-barbarous ancestors, and in the present 
state of our knowledge, in general, concerning their coins, 
we shall probably have nothing to rely upon to assist the 
classification, but the mere finding^ aided perhaps a little by 
the weight, or by any peculiarity of fabric or type, of which 
future experience may enable us to avail ourselves. It is 
infinitely to be regretted, that in attempting to class ancient 
British coins, we shall never be able to perceive on them, 
as we do on the most early coins of Greece or Asia, the 
germ (as it were) of the later and more perfect coin, and 
be thereby enabled to recognize, however early the coin, 
that peculiarity of style and motive in the representation of a 
star or a tripod, which enables us to recognize a coin of 
Miletus or of Zacynthus, and to distinguish them from all 
other coins with stars or tripods ; in like manner that the 
horse on coins of Erythrae, and the lion on coins of Cyzicus, 
are always recognizable and distinguishable from the horses 
and lions on all other coins. 

These, and numberless similar powerful aids, which, in 
die classification of early Gi'eek coins, serve at first as clues, 
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and afterwards as most agreeable and convincing proofs of 
the correctness of our classification, must be totally wanting 
with the semi-barbarous early coins of our own country. 
Nevertheless, we repeat that we see no reason for doubting 
the efficiency of the means pointed out, in fulfilling, by 
degrees, the object proposed; and, in making the attempt, 
we shall at least have the satisfaction of knowing, that we 
have adopted the only mode now left to us of discovering the 
true places to which the uncertain coins of our own country 
belong. Thomas Burgon. 

Brunsivtck Square, 

June 20, 1838 . 


VIII. 

PISTRUCCrS INVENTION: A LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR. 

For some months past the attention of the public has 
been directed towards Mr. Pistrucci of the Royal Mint, 
by a series of unmanly attacks — for I cannot dignify them 
by the title of controversial letters — ^which have appeared 
from time to time in the Morning Chronicle; a journal 
which, enjoying the reputation of being the chief organ of 
the (so called) liberal” party in politics, has, with singular 
tact and discrimination, been selected as the appropriate 
channel for the publication of letters, equally impotent and 
illiberal, on a subject connected with the fine arts. The 
leading topic of those letters is a remarkably simple metJiod 
of producing dies, discovered by Mr. Pistrucci; and their 
object seems to have been two-fold. The ostensible 
object was to depreciate Pistrucci’s invention. The real 
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object was to excite the odium of the public against its 
author. 

Now I feel not a little disposed to consider the question 
in both its bearings— both as it regards the artist, and as it 
regards his work; persuaded that your pages, which have, I 
know not how advisedly, admitted harsh censures of Mr. 
Pistrucci's eonduct, would also be the proper channel for 
his justification; but I leave to abler hands the task of 
refuting error and exposing ignorance. I shall confine 
myself to the ostensible object of the letters to which I 
have alluded ; and, in so doing, I beg you will observe that 
I do not appear in the character of a controversialist ; for 
as Pistrucci has established the practical utility of his inven- 
tion ; and its originality, after all that has been said, remains 
unimpeached, all controversy on the subject must be con- 
sidered to be at an end. 

Nor shall I offer any apology for thus troubling you 
with a few unprejudiced remarks on a subject which has 
elicited the expression of so much hostile feeling from so 
many ; partly because you have shewn yourself interested 
in this question, by reprinting, among the miscellanea of 
your sixth number, a portion of the correspondence which 
had appeared on the subject in the journals of the day ; 
and partly (which is my principal motive for addressing 
you), because I regard the invention itself as forming an 
era in numismatic art, and therefore of sufficient import- 
ance to be brought directly before numismatic readers. 

I am unwilling to occupy much of your space; and have 
so long delayed fulfilling an intention long since formed 
(of requesting you to insert in your pages a description of 
the process alluded to), that want of leisure to be diffuse is 
now a cogent reason why I should be brief in my commu- 
nication : but before describing Pistrucci's invention, and 



PISTRUCCl’S INVENTION. 


65 


stating concisely in what its novelty consists, I think it best 
to take a hasty review of what has already been written on 
the subject. In doing this, I will “ bestow as little of my 
tediousness upon you,” as 1 am able. 

The attention of the public was first called to this subject 
by an announcement which appeared in the Times of 
August the 16th, 1837. It succinctly, but accurately 
detailed the nature of PistruccFs invention, and glanced at 
the advantages which would probably result to the public 
from it. This was speedily followed by an ill-mannered 
reply in the Morning Chronicle, signed “ English,” but to 
which a very different signature should have been attached, 
since the letter in question was very m-English, both in 
style and sentiment. It spoke of the announcement which 
had been very modestly put forth in the Times, as a puff 
direct;” and the invention itself was styled ‘^a mare^s 
nest.” The writer asks, Can there be a living man weak 
enough to suppose that the Signor believes himself to be the 
discoverer, in the face of the following facts ?” and he pro- 
ceeds to offer some statements, either incorrect or incon- 
clusive ; and then follows the usual insinuation about the 
Waterloo medal,” — the Signor,” — the salary,” — the 
sinecural snuggery &c. 

Very temperate, indeed, was the reply, which this rude 
letter elicited from the pen of Mr. W. R. Hamilton, a 
gentleman too well known for his taste and learning, as 
well as for his readiness to countenance merit (more espe- 
cially when unprotected), to require praise from me, and 
in this place. He merely exposed some inconsistencies 
which the preceding letter had contained, anci signed his 
reply with his name; for which manly proceeding, English” 
(who continued to conceal his own) informed the public 
shortly after, in the columns of the same journal, that, in his 
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(“English’s^’) opinion, Mr. Hamilton had shewn “more 
zeal than discretion and he repeated the assertions con- 
tained in his former letter ; adding a little more abuse of 
Pistrucci, of which (as might have been expected) Pis- 
trucci’s apologist came in for a share. 

The announcement in the Times, above alluded to, was 
transferred to the columns of many of the leading journals 
and periodical publications of the day; and among the rest, 
to the Mechanic’s Magazine for August I9th (No. 732), 
where it is to be found at the head of the “Notes and 
Notices ” for the week. Some one rejoicing in the name 
of John Baddeley, made a sapient commentary upon it 
in the same publication, four weeks after; heading his 
article, “Mr. Pistrucci’s Method of Medal-striking not 
new/’ But he either did not understand what he was 
writing about, or, although he may be, and very probably 
is, a well-intentioned and worthy mechanic, he is also a very 
simple one; for besides talking vaguely of “impressing 
dies with a cast punch'^ (which can hardly be said to be a 
definition of Pistrucci’s method), he goes on to say, “ the 
method was known and practised by my grandfather, as 
far as it was 'practicable, fifty years since and he adds, “ it 
was carried to its utmost [known) extent in the coining of 
the old penny at Matthew Bolton’s Mint, Soho, near Bir- 
mingham, in 1797 all which is true enough in one sense, 
for Mr. John Baddelej/s grandpapa may have done his 
very best, and “ Matthew Bolton’s mint, Soho, near Bir- 
mingham,” may have done its very best; in other words, 
they may have availed themselves of the process in question 
as far as they deemed it practicable ; and yet may, after all, 
have produced very sorry performances, for want of that 
which constitutes the merit and originality of Pistrucci’s 
invention. The question, moreover, is not whether the 
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attempt to make a cast iron die, or a cast iron punch, ever 
entered into the mind of man; for nothing, on the con- 
trary, seems more natural than such an attempt; at the 
same time nothing is more certain, than that such an 
attempt, without Pistrucci^s precautions and essential im- 
provements, would be abortive. The question is simply 
this — Is Pistrucci^s an original {mention or not? 

Of a different complexion is a short paper by a Mr. 
William Baddeley, which appeared in the Mechanic's Ma- 
gazine for Saturday, April the 21st, 1838, and in which, 
the composition of his namesake, which had appeared seven 
months before in the same publication, is very justly 
reviewed, and smartly commented on. He says, with great 
truth, alluding to those who had so industriously sought to 
depreciate Pistrucci’s invention, <«The line of argument 
pursued by all these parties is of a very remarkable charac- 
ter; inasmuch as they one and all set out by denying the 
novelty of the invention, and wind up by designating it ^s, 
absurd and impossibl^I Nothing can be more just than 
this observation ; and Mr. William Baddeley might have 
added, that those who do not designate it as impossible ” 
or absurd,” but stoutly maintain that the process in 
question is old as the hills, and as well known, omit, at all 
events, to explain why, with such a means of multiplying dies 
in our own power, we remain, with regard to this department 
of art, much in the same position as we were sixty years 
since.” Had Mr. William Baddeley’s manly and eloquent 
vindication of an artist, whose greatest crime seems to be 
the accident of his birth under a bluer sky than ours, ap- 
peared in these pages, instead of the Mechanic’^ 

I should, in fact, have had nothing to say; for I can add 
but little to what he has brought forw€^r<i I take leave of 
his letter (which contains, I believe, the last published 
remarks on the subject before us), with expressing my hearty 

I 
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concurrence in all he has written, and my sincere admira- 
tion of his eloquent, manly, and truHy English vindication of 
injured merit. 

Now, Sir, it is no business of mine whether Mr. Hamilton 
should or should not have signed his name to the letters 
which he thought proper to write in defence of Pistrucci, 
whose want of proficiency in our language/' to borrow the 
words of the writer in the Mechanic’s Magazine, “ compels 
him to endure unanswered the base and cowardly insinu- 
ations of disappointed rivals.” I do not appeal to you 
whether English ” ought or ought not to write rude let- 
ters; or whether A.Z.,^ — A.S.S., — or any other combination 
of initial letters of which our language is susceptible, should 
or should not pester the public with dull ones. Neither 
do I choose to discuss whether it would or would not be 
more gratifying to an Englishman’s feelings to see native 
artists filling the several offices, and enjoying the several 
emoluments of the mint, instead of our having one Italian, 
and several Frenchmen, constantly employed there in the 
service of the country. I do not seek to interest you in any 
of these questions, for they are, one and all, foreign to the 
point before us. My only object is to call your attention to 
the main fact of the case : viz. that whereas, by the process 
hitherto adopted on similar occasions, Pistrucci would have 
been fourteen or fifteen months in producing his die, not 
an ordinary die, for the seal of the Duchy of Lancaster ; he 
has succeeded by a method devised by himself, and pro- 
nounced new by some of the first mechanics of the day, 
in accomplishing his object in about as many days. His 
process I shall describe immediately ; the result of it was, 
that after the seal had received upwards of one hundred 
and fifty blows from the most powerful press in the mint, 


1 Morning Chronicle, March 15^ 1838. 



PISTRlTCCl’s INVENTION. 


59 


the dies appeared, in every respect, the same as when first 
cast. No extension or abrasure of the metal had taken place, 
and they fitted no tighter in their bed after the operation 
than they did before. This position is incontrovertible, and 
none who have examined the seal of the duchy will deny 
its great merit and beauty. It bears, on the obverse, an 
equestrian figure of the Queen, in high relief, surrounded 
by a bold inscription ; and on the reverse, the heraldic in- 
signia of the duchy. The artist has succeeded in producing 
an original and beautiful work, though he was, of course, 
obliged to follow precedent, and adhere to established 
usage in the general design, as well as in the accessories of 
the seal of the duchy. The die in the custody of the chan- 
cellor of that department of the state, is of silver, and four 
inches in diameter. 

Pistrucci^s method is as follows : — He makes his design 
in wax or clay, imparting to his model the degree of finish 
he wishes finally to produce in metal : from this model a 
cast is made in plaster of Paris; which cast, having been 
hardened with drying oil, serves as a mould from which an 
impression is very carefully taken in fine sand. From this 
a cast is made in iron ; which iron cast Pistrucci employs 
as his die. It is obvious that by a very slight modification 
of his process, either a die or a punch is obtained; as it 
may be his object to produce a medal, or a seal, as in 
the case of the Duchy of Lancaster. 

The efficiency of this apparently unpromising contrivance 
depends on the following conditions and peculiarities : — 
The cast iron die, prepared as above, is made extremely 
thirty — not exceeding, perhaps, one eighth of an inch; by 
which means, not only a degree of sharpness is obtained, 
similar, though certainly inferior to that produced by the 
Berlin workmen (and when I state that Pistrucci is his own 
founder, this will not appear extraordinary) ; but a degree 


60 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


of toughness and hardness, equal, if not superior to that of 
hardened steel, is acquired for the die, by its cooling in a 
mass, instead of cooling first on the two opposite surfaces, 
as is always the case with a large rolume of metah owing to 
the chill which necessarily affects the surface before ex- 
tending to the interior; and of which the inevitable conse- 
quence is, that all the fine lines shrink, and the delicacy of 
the work becomes impaired, to say nothing of the fragility of 
the die itself produced under such conditions, which is an 
insurmountable bar to its utility. — The back of this thin 
cast-iron die is rendered mathematically smooth and even, 
and the edge made perfectly circular : and a corresponding 
circular hollow having been turned in a solid steel bed, into 
which the thin piece of cast-iron is inserted, all the advan- 
tages of weight, and solidity, are immediately imparted to 
it; at the same time that, owing to its thinness, it possesses, 
as already stated, the sharpness which could never have 
been imparted to an impression made in a thick or larger 
mass of metal. 

It requires very little discrimination to perceive that by 
this invention a gigantic stride has been made. No reflec- 
tive mind can fail to have lamented, that the expense 
attending all original Works of art must ever limit their 
production ; and, among the rest, to have been frequently 
struck with regret at the melancholy conviction that the 
expense consequent upon the great labour and consumption 
of time in executing a medal, offers an insurmountable bar 
to our progress in this beautiful department of the fine 
arts. But Pistrucci shews us how the impediment is to be 
surmounted. By his invention — process — contrivance, or 
by whatsoever other name, or names, his friends or his 
enemies may please to designate his cheap method of pro- 
curing a first-rate die — we shall be able to multiply medals 
bearing original designs at a comparatively trifling expence. 



PISTRUCCl’s INVENTION. 


61 


I call the die so produced first-rate,” because it must be 
obvious that, as it is a fac-simile of the wax model, the 
medal itself will also be a faithful representatioB of the same 
original,' and in consequence, will exhibit all those delicate 
touches — will reflect all the feeling, and softness, and free- 
dom of manipulation, which a good artist well knows how 
to impart to a plastic material such as wax, but which the 
rigid steel stubbornly resists, or unwillingly receives. 

That a feeling of personal enmity against Pistrucci has 
suggested the unkind and ill-mannered diatribes which have 
been issued respecting his invention, cannot be doubted for 
a moment by any candid observer; for how has he acted 
with regard to the subject under consideration, that certain 
persons should wag their tongues in noise so rude against 
him?” According to their own statement, all that can be 
urged against him on the present occasion is, that he is 
labouring under the error of supposing that he has made a 
discovery, whereas, say they, he has made no discovery at 
all ; or, to quote the classic metaphor of English,” because 
he has had the misfortune to discover a mare’s nest.” 
Surely a man is not to be abused and pelted with mud, 
because he announces, or because it has been announced^ that 
he has had such notable good luck : surely he stands more 
in need of quiet commiseration than of noisy abuse, jf, 
indeed, he he labouring under a delusion. Again 1 ask, 
how has he behaved with regard to his invention ? Has he 
applied for a patent ? and thus secured to himself the ad- 
vantage that should accrue to him from his industry and 
ingenuity. No : he shows any one who pleases to see it, 
his die ; and describes to any one who pleases tp listen, the 
process by which he obtained it. And for this — this highly 
eminent and distinguished foreigner — ^an honour to the 
nation which has adopted him, is held up to public obloquy, 
as if he really had been guilty of some crime : and all the 
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bead-roll of old grievances gone over — the Waterloo medal 
(without exception the grandest work of modern times) — 
the Signor (no fault of his)--the salary (300Z. a-year, I 
believe, with which he supports himself and his large family 
in Italy), and several other items connected with his per- 
sonal history; respecting one and all of which, it may be 
truly said, that there are not half a dozen persons in London 
who are competent to offer any opinion at all. 

In dismissing the subject, I cannot forbear remarking, 
that though by the process which Pistrucci employs, the art 
of die-sinking and engraving in steel will suffer, a far 
higher object — the advancement of the art of will 

be incalculably promoted: and I may not be far from the 
truth when I humbly offer it as an opinion, that we have at 
last discovered the means by which the ancients effected 
such wonders in this department of art. Their coinage 
presents two points of considerable difficulty; namely, its 
immense variety — considered collectively; audits exceeding 
beauty — considered individually. But it is a ready clue to 
the solution of both these difficulties, that they should have 
known a simple and expeditious method of producing a 
die; and that they should have possessed a means of trans- 
ferring to the rigid iron punch, the softness of the plastic 
material to which the artist imparted his passing inspira- 
tion, and which he at once invested with the loveliness of 
his graceful and glorious fancy, J. W. B. 

June ^ 1838. 


[We insert the foregoing at the earnest request of our Correspondent, but 
here the matter must end. Mr. Pistrucci’s advocate has been heard (he might 
have been heard before, if he had desired it) ; and the public vsrill be the judges. 
We agree with our Correspondent that the opponents of Mr. Pistrucci have 
been too lavish of epithets; but this weakens the cause they advocate, and 
therefore requires no comment. On the other hand, we fear our Corres- 
pondent’s language is calculated to provoke further discussion ; but as we 
trust our columns will for the future be devoted to subjects of more interest, 
we announce, once for all, that no further notice will be taken of this con- 
troversy in the “ Numismatic Chronicle.”— -EniTOii.] 
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Dates on Coins. — The revival of the practice of placing 
dates on coins (see the Numismatic Journal, No. VIII) com- 
mences with a Toumois of Aix la Chapelle, dated MCCCLXXIIII. 
This very interesting coin has lately been published in the Reme 
de la Numismatique Francaise (No. 4, July and August, 18S7). 
The coin is also is my cabinet, and is not very rare, being well 
known among the collectors of coins of the middle ages through- 
out Germany ; and has already been published twice before, first 
in 1754, by the Jesuit Joseph Hartzheim, Historia Rei Nu- 
marice Coloniensis,'' page 177, Tab. v. No. 15), and in Meyer’s 
History of Aix la Chapelle, page 872, Tab.ii. (Nummorum Aquis- 
granensium, However, the word Sunc|)€it has not been 
explained in those works ; neither is there an explanation given 
in the Revue de la Numismatique Francaise. I have lately seen 
a variety of types of this Tournois, in that unique collection of 
the coins of Treves, the property of Mr. Bohl at Coblentz, the 
learned author of the Monetary History of the Archbishoprick 
of Treves, a gentleman well known amongst the amateurs of Nu- 
mismatology on the continent. He stated to me that the word 
3unc|cit (Moneta Juncheit) might be given as an abbreviation 
of Sunfern^cibe (Junker’s Heath) a place where the mint was 
erected. 

In the French Revue'' that coin seems to be classed Mon- 
noie des Pays^Bas;" but surely Aix4a- Chapelle was, and is, a true 
German town, as we may read on the coins contempora:^ with 
Charlemagne ; and until and after the era of our Tournois, Aix 
was always termed a metropolis, a residence of Charlemagne, a 
coronation town of the German emperors, &c. Aquisgrani 
Caput Imperii; Urbs Aquensis Regia Sedes ; Sedes Carol! 
Magni Imperatoris ; Aquisgranum Caput Orbis,” &c. There 
exists yet a poem contemporary with Charlemagne, wherein this 
great monarch is praised for what he had done for that city with 
regard to its embellishment, 

Rex Carolus, caput orbis, Amor Populique Decusque, 

Europe venerandus Apex, Pater optxmus, Heros. 

Augustus, sed et urbe potens, ubi Roma setunda, &c. 

la 796 Ckarles laid the foundation of the Cathedral, (Unfrer 
lic6en grauen Anno DCCXCVI). “ Karolus solennem Basilicam 
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Aquisgraiii in honorem Mariae fundavit, at cujus aBdificationem a 
Roma et Ravenna solempnas (^Sulen/ Columpnas) mai-moreas 
devehi mandavit gravibus expensis et laboribus. Auroque et 
argento et luminaribus atque ex aere solido cancellis et januis,^ 
ornavit. Fecit autem ibi et palatium, quod nominaverat Late- 
ranis, et collectis tbesauris suis de regnis singulis in Aquis adduci 
praecepit. Fecit autem et opera multa et magna in codem.’’ The 
monk Notker of St. Gall says also, that Charlemagne, having laid 
the foundation of the Basilica S. Dei Genitricis Aquisgrani, built 
also a bridge over the Rhine at Mayence, five hundred feet long, 

Et pons apud Moguntiacam in Rheno quingentorum passum 
longitudinis.'’ Aix la Chapelle was twice devastated and burned 
by the Normans, once in 851, and again in 881, when the Royal 
chapel was transformed into a stable. Now in Meyer's History 
of Aix, I have observed that, in the year 1372, the said town 
concluded a treaty of an union or junction with the Archbishop- 
rick of Cologne, the Archbishoprick of Treves, and the town of 
Cologne (which had its coinage different from that of the Arch- 
bishop Frederick III Count of Saarwerden, who lived at that 
time in Bonn, and in open hostility to the people of Cologne) for 
a mutual conformity to the standard of the coinage. This 
junction seems to have lasted until the beginning of the fifteenth 
century. 

In 1404, the coins of Aix la Chapelle bear again the proper 
name Moneta Aqnensis* I am therefore of opinion, that the 
word ^unc^eit, on the Towrnois published in the Revue Numis^ 
matique Fran^aise^ has no^ other signification than that the coin 
was struck during that junction ; that Juncta Societas, which word 
Juneta was then teutonified into Sunc'^eit, as one may say (^efunb/ 
dJcfunbi^eit — In 1417, a similar junction was made 
between Mayence, the Palatinate, Treves, and Cologne, Then 
the coins were named “ Moneta nova Renensis^^^ also referring to 
that Rhenish confederation. The following charter is given by 
Hartzheim, Cap. XL. “ Anno 1417, Joannes Moguntinus,® 
Wemerus Trevirens,'^ Theodoricus Col.^ A.A.A. Ludovicu- 
Palatin Electores Boppardise die Lunse post Reminiscere mones 
talera congressum celebrant annos XX, duranturo foedere mone- 
tario, Marca Coloniensis pro regula ponderis puri metalli et 
valores statuitur." In that now so rare and excellent work, 
SSe^trSge jur 50t&njBunbe be§ 501itlela(terg/'^ by the late 
Reverend Abb6 Joseph Mader, this interesting Tournois of Aix 
la Chapelle is also mentioned, but not explained. 

^ These bronze gates are yet preserved at that cathedral. 

* John II, count of Nassau, ^ Werner, baron of Falkenatein. 

^ Theodore, count of Moers. 
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Meyer lias published a coin of Aix la Chapelle, bearing the 
date 1404 in the Arabic numerals: this is the earliest occur- 
rence I know on coins. I have one of Charles the Bold, duke 
of Burgundy, dated with our present numerals, 1474. I have 
never yet met with an exact epoch given of the introduction of 
the Arabic numerals into Europe. Many times, in a solitary 
walk through the stupendous cathedral of Mayence, have I paused 
before that marble tablet which Charlemagne had erected to the 
memory of his first wife, Fastradana (a daughter of the count of 
Rotenburg). She had died at Frankfort in 774, was brought to 
Mayence, and buried in the church of Si. Alban. After that 
church had been destroyed by fire, that remarkable marble was 
placed in the cathedral. It bears the date, seven hundred and 

ninety-four, in the Arabic numerals, 

it were, as some suppose, a copy of the first tablet, I do not see 
why the merit of introducing the Arabic numerals into Europe 
should not be given to Charlemagne. It is not to be sup- 
posed that such a great, such a wise monarch, who conquered 
the Saracens in many a battle, and who must often have had 
prisoners and ambassadors of high distinction at his court, should 
have allowed an art of so much importance in the calligraphic 
science to have remained unnoticed. J. G. Peis tee. 

Foegeries. — That there have lately reappeared several imita- 
tions of interesting and rare coins of the Lombards ; and as the 
price was only a trifle more than the intrinsic value of the metal, 
I bought some of them for my own inspection and comparison, 
and to mark the difference between genuine and fabricated coins. 
In Rome, for instance, I met with the famous gold solido of Lucca, 
‘^Aistulfus an imitation of the original coin — of which a 

specimen is in the British Museum. And I could not help 
smiling, when at Bologna {La Grassa, Mater Studiorum)^ at meet- 
ing with the coins. M, F. de Saulcy has lately published in the 
Revue Numismatigue (March and April, 1838), as unique and 
curious monuments, troues et uses, comme doivent Tetre des 
pieces qui ont et6 portees en guise de reliques."’ Now I consider 
that the forgery of such coins cannot be done with a pecuniary 
view, but as a matter of jest. It is perhaps not generally known, 
that there are proofs of the existence of a species of learned men 
who are impediments to learning, and who amuse themselves with 
not merely having imitations sometimes made of scarce coins, but 
also by fabricating coins which never existed, and oil which the 
the inscriptions and symbols are the inventions of the parched 
brains of khose savans. The object of such miserable conduct 
seems apparently to be, to amuse thmnselves with observing what 

VOL. I. K 
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numsimatists of sound understanding, but not on tbeir guard, may 
afterwards describe them to be. Human nature is always liable 
to err ; and numismatology, with its incalculable extent and variety, 
requires, perhaps, more practical knowledge and observation than 
any other science ; therefore, such men by their pitiful conduct 
do more harm to that knowledge than Becker ever did. It thus 
becomes the duty of every lover of truth to endeavour to “ confound 
their knavish tricks find the persons out; and to publish their 
names, without regard to the rank or’ station they hold in society. 

J. G, Peister. 

ScEATTAs. — Sir, — I am induced to send you a few remarks upon 
the coins called sceattas, in consequence of the light which has 
lately been thrown upon them, and which all tends to confiirm a 
long-formed opinion, that they are the peculiar coinage of the 
kingdom of Northumbria. 

The general resumblance these coins bear to the stycas, naight 
have justified their appropriation to the same place of coinage, 
even had not the names of Aldfrith and Alchred occurred upon 
them ; for surely it is more reasonable to suppose, that the latter 
name, on a coin published by Ruding, is that of the king of 
Northumbria, than of a moneyer ; and to these, that of Huth has 
probably been lately added. 

Two stumbling-blocks, in the way of showing that they did not 
of necessity, at any time, form part of the general circulation of 
the Saxon kingdoms, may be without difficulty removed ; — the one, 
if, in reference to their being so often found in the Isle of Tbanet, we 
reflect how frequently excursions into Northumbria by piratical 
Danes are recorded, and who always returned with their plunder 
to Thanet, where the coins were lost ; — ^tbe other, arising from the 
occurrence of the names of Ethibert and Ecgherght, kings of 
Kent, may be explained by assigning the coins to the bishops of 
the same names, who filled the see of York from 734 to 780 ; and 
there is no reason why they should not have had the power of 
coining silver as well as copper ; and the type, that of a full- 
length figure, holding in each hand a pastoral staff, is certainly 
that rather of a bishop than a warrior king. 

It may be observed also, that the type of the sceattas is in 
general a dragon, or snake, or the part of one ; and even that which is 
called a bird, may he that variety of dragon which has since been 
more accurately represented, and added to the natural history of 
heraldry, under the name of a wivern ; and the cause of this may 
possibly be explained by a passage in the Saxon chronicle : — “ Hoc 
anno, extiterant immania portenta per Nortbymbrorum terrara, 
quae populum istum misere terruerunt ; nempe, immodica fulgura, 
visi sunt item igniti dracones in acre volitantes : quae quidem signa 
atatim secuta est gravis fames/' 
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Runes also sometimes occurs upon these coins; and at the 
time they were coined, Northumbria was considex'ed almost in the 
light of a Danish colony ; but whether they are rightly called 
sceattas, or are a peculiar form of the Northumbrian penny, and 
that only a money of account, is another question, and one upon 
which no inference from the weight of the coins can be drawn, 
since these vary as much from the proper standard, as the penny 
itself does. I am, &c. &c. C. W. L. 

Coronation Medal. — We have been favoured with a sight of 
Mr. Pistruccfs forthcoming Coronation Medal, and have particular 
pleasure in offering him our tribute of applause on the great merit 
and beauty of his performance. It will be so shortly before the 
public, and will so surely meet with the admiration it deserves, that 
little needs to be said concerning it here. On the obverse we are 
presented with a portrait of the Queen, the most extraordinary in 
point of resemblance we remember to have yet witnessed. The 
head is crowned with a tiara, and veiled, which really is an agree- 
able and happy manner — the feeling with which on ancient 
coins the heads of queens are similarly represented, in allusion 
to their sacred character ; the veil being the symbol of deification, 
in which character alone royal heads appear on ancient coins. 
The reverse of this medal resembles the reverse of that which 
celebrated the coronation of George IV. The three sister king- 
doms press forward to present the sitting Queen with the crown, 
and over them is written : Et erimus tihi nohili regnum^ 


Fine and Rare Coins from the Collection of the late W. Bentham, 
Esq,, F,S,A.y sold at Sothehg's Auction Rooms^ 30^^ Apily 


Istf 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Mag, 1838. 

Lot. £. s, d. 

28 Cunobeline, a Head inscribed ** Camul,'* rev, Vulcan seated, 

not in Ending, very rare 8 10 0 


40 Penny of Stephen and Henry, Plate 1. No. 30 16 0 0 

55 Ditto of Richard IIL, struck by Bishop Rotherham 2 1 0 

149 Half-groat of Edward VI., ‘'Posui,” &c. M. M, B 2 6 

153 Penny of Charles I., Exeter (query) 6 0 0 

164 Groat of Perkin Warbeck 3 9 0 

282 The Pudsey Sixpence of Elizabeth, an Escalop Shell on re- 
verse.... 3 6 0 

416 Shilling pf Edward VI. (Head side different from Plate 5, 

No. 4. Snelibag), rev, E.R. in field, &c. of good silver, 

weight 69 grs., very rare^ if pot unique. 7 0 0 

431 Ninepenny Piece of Oliver. 4 16 0 
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478 Eoiurgat Half’ crown of JsLmesl 14 15 0 

490 Chester Half-crown of Charles I 9 0 0 

491 Worcester ditto ditto 2 15 0 

493 Unknown Mint ditto ditto 9 0 0 

543 Five Pound Piece of Charles I 8 12 6 


187 Half Noble of Richard II. 5 7 6 

193 Angel of Henry VI 7 17 6 

296 George Noble of Henry VIII. 10 5 0 

443 Edward VI. Angel, M. M. Dragon’s Head 17 15 0 

562 Henry VII. Plate 11, No.4 5 0 0 

565 Edward VI., Sovereign of his 4th year 30 10 0 

559 Elizabeth Noble, p. 5., No. 10 6 17 6 

564 James I. Noble, M.M. Rose, Plate 6 10 15 0 

565 Ditto Spur Rial, Lion supporting Arms 15 0 0 

581 George III., Two Guinea Piece, 1768 13 0 0 

582 Ditto, Five ditto ditto, 1770 32 0 0 


135 Egberht, Della Moneta,*^ see Ruding, p. 14, No. 2 10 5 0 

139 Alfred, without Portrait, p. 15, No. 10 4 13 0 

140 Ditto ys7ith ditto, London in Monogram 6 12 6 

141 Edward the Elder, with building, p. 16, No. 20 7 2 6 

273 Hardycanute, with Head, rev. Two Crescents in the Cross, 

" Sieried on Lund,^' not in Ruding 7 0 0 

274 Ditto, without Head, struck at London 6 7 6 


206 Mary’s Testoon, Young Head crowned, 1553 31 0 0 

210 Ditto ditto, with Portrait, 1562 6 6 0 

211 Ditto, Half Testoon, ditto 4 5 0 

332 James VI, Thirty Shilling Piece, Three Quarters Bust 4 0 0 


92 James V, Bonnet Piece, 1540, p. 2, No. 9 3 12 0 

221 Mary’s Ryal, with Portrait, 1565 10 0 0 


368 Commonwealth Farthing, England’s Farthing for necessary 

change.” 2 9 0 

369 Oliver’s Farthing, his Head, rev. ^'Charitie and Change.”.... 8 12 0 

370 Pattern for Farthing, Rose crowned, rev. Arms, "’Pro lege, 

grege et rege.” Another inscribed, “ Pray for the King,” 

"Lord give thy blessing” 5 o 0 

371 Charles II, a Pattern, Two C.’s and R. interlinked, rev. Four 

Sceptres.... 4 10 


546 Charles I, Pattern for Plalf Crown, by Briot, 1630 7 7 0 

Commonwealth, ditto, by Ramage, inscribed “ Truth and 
Peace” on the edge, size of a Sixpence, 1651..,. 8 .5 o 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The Society met on Thursday the 15th March — 
jOr. iee. President^ in the Chair, 

Presents of numismatic works and of some ancient coin 
moulds were announced. 


L 

Coins of 1 Bollaert read to the meeting a Memoir on the 

^Worid^ r Medium of the New World ; from which it 

‘ appears, that the Mexicans, though possessed of infinite 
riches in gems and the precious metals, used as coin the cocoa seed 
from which chocolate is made ; while the Peruvians applied the pod 
of the Uchu, a large species of capsicum, to the same purpose. In 
Brazil, gold and precious stones were known to the natives merely 
as ornaments. After the conquest of these countries, the Spanish 
settlers were compelled to resort to cut money for a circulating 
medium. Gold and silver beaten out in thin strips, and cut into 
pieces, weighing each about an ounce, served the purposes of 
stamped money. A cross was imprinted on these pieces, which 
were denominated ‘‘ Plata Macuquina,'’ or cut money. Mr. 
Bollaert states, that as recently as the year 1829, he saw some 
of these coins in circulation in Peru and Chili. Copper coin, in 
any shape, was formerly unknown to the Spanish colonists; but in 
1825, the Buenos-Ayreans adopted a small coin of that metal, 
which they called a Decimo ; it is somewhat larger than a far- 
thing, and was manufactured, it is supposed, in Birmingham. 
The first mint was established at Mexico; subsequently mints 
were set up at Potosi, Chili, Lima, Santa Fe de Bogota, and Gua- 
temala. The coins then adopted were the following: — 1. La 
onza de oroy or doubloon, weighing about 17 dwis, 8 grs, averag- 
ing in value, from 81, ^5. 8d, to 81, 4^. ^d; — La media oma^ 
half the foregoing; — 3. La quaria de onza, esciido, or quarter of 
an ounce ; — and 4. La media quarta de onzUf or half quarter of an 
ounce. On one side was the poii^rait of the Spanish monarch ; on 
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the other, the arms of Castille and Leon. The silver coins were : 
1. El ‘peso durO) piastre^ hard dollar, piece of eight or Spanish 
dollar, value four shillings ; — 2. El ‘medio pesa^ half a dollar or 
four rials ; — 3. Dos reales, or two rials ; — 4. Un real, one rial ; — 
5. Media real, or half rial ; — 6. Un qmrtillio, or quarter of a rial : 
the latter had, in the place of the bust, a lion on one side, and on 
the reverse, the value of the coin. The gold coins were alloyed 
with silver, the silver with copper ; but of late, copper has been 
used in alloying the former, being found less expensive, and 
rendering the coins less liable to wear. Mr, Bollaert concluded 
his paper by referring to a MS. volume on the Coins of South 
America, arranged by Mr. Bult. 

II. 

RoraauCoinl A paper was read by the Rev. I. B. Reade, on the 
Moulds. I Roman Coin Moulds discovered at Lingwell Gate, 
The object of this paper was, to shew that the Roman emperors 
themselves resorted to casting, to supply their exhausted military 
coffers* 

James Moyes, Esq. and 
William Jerdan, Esq. 

Were elected Members, and the Society adjourned to — ■ 


Thursday the 26th April. 

Dr. Lee, President, in the Chair. 

Presents of books and casts having been announced, Mr. 
Edward Hawkins read papers on the Coins of Northumbria 
(see our present number, page 1). 

I. 

Coins of \ There were also read a Memoir on the Coins of 
Meiita. j Melita, by Mr. J. Belfour. 

II. 

Modem 1 Notes on the Coinage of Modern Greece, by Mr. 
Greece. J L. J. H. Tonna. 

III. 

so^end I Letter on the Gold Coins discovered at Southend, 
Treroire. j by Mr. J. D. Cuff (see our present number, page 30). 

Daries Gilbert, Esq. was elected a Member of the Society. 
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The President announced to the Meeting, that a Com- 
mittee had been appointed to draw up the Rules of the 
Society ; and that Mr. Sergeant Scriyen, Mr. Hobler, Mr. 
Mullins, and the Members of the Council, were engaged 
for that purpose. The Society then adjourned to — 


Thubsday the 24th May. 

Dr. Lee^ President^ in the Chair. 

Presents were announced ; among others, three medals 
from Count Dietrichstein, two of the illustrious author of 
the “Doctrina Numorum Veterum,”^ and a third, in com- 
memoration of the opening of the railway, from Vienna. 

The Most Noble the Marquis of Bute, 

George Glennie, Esq. 

James White, Esq. 

Montague Chambers, Esq. 

Were elected Members of the Society. 

Mr. Edward Hawkins read a Dissertation on the Coinage 
of the Ancient Britons, and the well known passage in 
Caesar in allusion to their circulating medium. This will 
be found, at length, in our present number, page 13. 

* A description of this medal will be found in the Numismatic Journal 
Vol. IL page 55. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 


Our worthy Correspondent at Exeter has favoured us lately with 
several accounts of discoveries of Greek coins in that city. 
If our readers will credit it, there have been recently turned 
up coins of Chalcis, Zeugma, Antioch, Hierapolis, Clazomene, 
Samosata, Nicaea, and Alexandria ! I ! We should have 
written to our Correspondent on this subject, and endeavoured 
to convince him that he has been made the victim of a 
very gross fraud; hut as statements i*elative to these 
discoveries” have already appeared in print, we consider it 
to be our duty to declare thus publicly our total unbelief in 
the discovery of Greek coins in Exeter. Let us not for one' 
moment be supposed, by this declaration, to question the 
veracity of our Correspondent: so zealous an antiquary 
would be incapable of falsehood or deceit : he therefore does 
not suspect it in others, who have taken advantage of his 
credulity. There are no authenticated accounts of discoveries 
of Greek coins in Great Britain : we have been at some 
pains to ascertain this fact. We no more question that our 
Correspondent saw the coins he describes dug up, than we 
are inclined to believe that he saw them first placed there by 
the workmen. He who is not aware of this trick, must 
either be a very young or a very near-sighted antiquary. 
Hundreds, nay thousands, of Roman coins have been found 
in London, but no Greek coin. The series of imperial Greek 
coins were for a long time neglected in this country, and 
indeed are still unintelligible to some collectors; added to 
this, they are for the most part (at least such as have 
reached this country) in very bad preservation, and unsightly 
in a cabinet. These, and refuse Roman coins, find purchasers 
at half a crown a dozen ; and it is pretty well known what 
afterwards becomes of them. We have often seen coins with 
the types nearly obliterated, and which had pierhaps been 
rubbing together in a little bag in the labourer’s pocket 
for many weeks previously, sold to the curious by these 
rogues as then dug up on the spot. Among other relics, our 
Correspondent speaks of a coin of Agrigentum dug up close 
to the castle wall in 18 12. We have had an impression of 
this very coin sent to us, from which we perceive that it is 
certainly of Agrigentum; but who will prove that it was 
brought to this island by the traders in tin? As to the 
countermark upon it, which our Correspondent supposes to 
be the head of a British prince, we have only to observe, 
that this head occurs as a countermark on many coins of 
Agrigentum discovered yearly on the site of that city ; and 
that the discovery of a single coin in any place is not sufficient 
for the rational and enquiring antiquary. 
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IX. 

FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON THE COINAGE OF 
THE ANCIENT BRITONS. 

The remark of a numismatist of long practical experience 
and sound knowledge^ after an examination of the public 
collection of coins at Paris and in the British Museum, 

that cei’tain primitive coins found in France exhibit 
peculiarities of type and fabric not observable in those 
found in our own country [Britain], and vice veTs&^^ would 
be sufficient to arouse the attention of the numismatic 
antiquary, if his enquiries had not already been directed to 
the subject by the observations of those who were desirous 
of assigning these coins to their proper origin. 

The interesting paper of Mr. Hawkins, read to the Nu- 
mismatic Society, in May last-, is well calculated to give a 
spur to these enquiries, since there is little doubt that the 
well known passage in Caesar, in reference to the currency 
of the Britons, has suffered by the carelessness and the in- 
terpolations of transcribers, until its original meaning has 
been entirely changed. If the authenticity of the MS. 
quoted by that gentleman may be relied on, — and of this 
there appears to be no doubt, — the long disputed point is 
settled, and the existence of a coinage among the Britons 
previous to the arrival of their conquerors may be safely 
admitted. This question settled, our next care is to enquire 
into the possibility of identifying and classifying ancient 
British coins, by minutely comparing the types with those 

^ Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. 1. p. 51. 

® Ibid, Vol. I. p. 13. Annals of the Coinage of Great Britain^ 
vol. i. p.263. 


VOL. I. 


L 


74 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


of the Gaulsj and by noting all particulars relating to the 
places of their discovery. The importance of attending to 
these inquiries is fully shewn by the paper of Mr.Hawkinsj 
and the recent observations of Mr, Burgon, in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle. 

Ruding says, If we proceed to examine the coins them- 
selves, they furnish no proofs to justify their appropriation 
to any country.” There were other means of ascertaining 
their origin; but these means were entirely neglected by 'the 
learned author of the Annals of the Coinage f for, although 
his work is enriched by numerous engravings of British 
coins, he appears to have taken no pains to ascertain the 
places of their discovery^. 

Camden, in his Britannia,” after mentioning that coins 
of gold, silver and copper, of various sizes, and concave 
on one side, had been dug up in England in his time, adds, 
that they are such as I have not yet learned to have been 
dug up anywhere else, till lately (1607) some such were 
found in France.” It is very possible that this venerable 
antiquary had not made particular enquiries as to disco- 
veries of somewhat similar coins on the Continent, or he 
would have learned that in France they were much more 
numerous. At this day they exist in immense numbers, 
of which the valuable and extensive list given by Mionnet 
is sufficient proof ; and there is little doubt but that such 
pieces have, from time to time, been discovered in France 
long previous to the days of Camden.^ 

^ In only one instance is the place of their discovery mentioned ; 
namely, in the description of plate 2. No. 40, where he says, a 
large parcel of coins of a similar type were discovered near Col- 
chester, in the year 1807. 

^ On this subject the forthcoming work of M. de la Saussave, 
the learned editor of the “ JReww de la Numisruatique^^^ will in- 
form us. 



ON THE COINAGE OF THE ANCIENT BRITONS. 75 


Mr. Hawkins observes, that ‘Hhe difficulty with regard 
to brass money is not so easily overcome,” adding, that ‘^‘the 
evidence of such having been discovered is very slight.” 
With submission to this gentleman, brass coins have been 
discovered in England ; and specimens shall, if possible, be 
given in illustration of these remarks. I refer more par- 
ticularly to the remarkable example presented to me by 
Mr. Lindsay, which shall be noticed hereafter. 

Remarking on the specimens given by Ruding, Mr. 
Hawkins says, of No. 51. plate 3. ^^it would be unsafe to 
speak confidently about No. 51. without seeing it; but if 
the cross be intended for the Christian symbol, it must be 
of a later date than the coins now looked for.” I venture to 
contend that the piece in question is of Gaulish origin. 
I have not yet seen the cross on Bzitish coins ; but it 
occurs very frequently on those discovered on the Conti- 
nent. It is found on all those discovered at Quimper, in 
Britanny, a short time since ; and as these pieces are 
evidently much older than the days of Cmsar, it can, I 
submit, have nothing to do with the symbol of our faith. 
The gold coin given by Ruding^ also has the figure of a 
cross within a dotted circle^. On other specimens, in the 
same plate, the cross is placed within a square*^. 

Mr. Hawkins continues ; Figure 53. is evidently of the 
same class as the gold ones, plate 2. fig. 22 to 30. whose 
British origin we should hesitate to admit, because we have 
no certain evidence of the disinterment of any in Britain, 
if we except those like fig. 46, 47, 48. which were found at 
Mount Batten, near Plymouth, in 1832. These he considers 

^ Plate 2, No- 26. 

^ This is the type supposed by Speed to commemorate the bap- 
tism of Lucius, a British prince. 

7 Nos. 22, 24, 27. 



76 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


may have been brought there by traders, as they so much 
resemble those said to belong to Jersey. Fig. 52, he 
observes, is certainly British ; a very positive assertion sup- 
ported, however, by the fact that no coins of similar type 
have ever been discovered in France^. It appears doubtful 
whether No. 54. is of British origin; if so, the type has 
been more closely imitated from a Gaulish coin than was 
usual with the Biitish artists, whose money, however fondly 
some antiquaries may cling to a contrary belief, was but 
copies of copies. 

In support of this opinion, let us proceed to examine the 
the various objects represented on ancient British coins. 
On the very rudest, and, as may therefore be justly sup- 
posed, the earliest pieces, we discover an uncouth attempt 
to represent a human head^, while the reverse bears the 
figure of some animal, which it would require the genius 
of a Stukeley or a Pegge to identify and name. These 
coins, in fact, offer nothing upon which the rational anti- 
quary may safely venture to speculate ; but their extremely 
barbarous execution warrants the conjecture that they are 
the very earliest attempts at coinage made by our rude 
ancestors. All these pieces belong to the first class of 
British coins ; and it is possible that they are referable to a 
very remote period. If copied from less barbarous pieces, 
it would be difficult to point out their prototype. 

^ Fig. 44. is clearly of the same origin. I have a brass coin of 
this type plated with silver. 

9 See Ruding, plate 3. No. 65 ; and the Numismatic Journal, 
Vol. I. plate 1. No. 1 & 2. The latter specimen is one of a number 
discovered in St. James' Park, and really appears like an attempt 
to imitate those in Ruding's 8rd plate, Nos. 55 to 64. and No. 66, 
which are certainly Gaulish coins, many such having been dis- 
covered repeatedly in France, while none, I believe, have ever been 
dug up in this country. 
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The second class, of which coins occur in the three 
metals, have more to interest, and consequently more to 
puzzle, the antiquary. On these we find the horse, the ear 
of barley, the sprig or branch, the crescent, the pentagon, 
and other objects, all of which are by some writers sup- 
posed to have been designed by the British moneyers, and 
intended by them to represent their peculiar customs, cere- 
monies, and superstitions. 

The practised numismatist will smile at my endeavours 
to prove that such notions are erroneous ; but these obser- 
vations are addressed only to those who ax'e inclined to the 
opinions of Stukeley and Pegge, and on this account are 
particularly insisted on; both these writers being by many 
of our countrymen, to this day, considered authorities on 
the subject of British coins^^. Were I addressing the ex- 
perienced numismatist alone, I need not allude to the 
practice among barbarous nations, of copying servilely, nor 
to their paying respect or adoration to the deities of the 
more civilized states with whom they were in intercourse. 
To such an extent has this been carried by some nations 
in modern times, that few can be ignorant of it ; but one 
example will suffice for our purpose : — a recent traveller dis- 
covered in the house of a Chinese, a portrait of Our Saviour, 
to which the owner paid adoration. This one instance in 
a country the inhabitants of which are proverbial for their 
attachment to old customs and institutions, will serve better 
than a thousand examples selected from among a people 
less opposed to change. 

I a recent publication, one of these writers is cited, and a 
coin is quoted with the representation of the interior of an ancient 
British dwelling ! Another worthy discovered in the seventh coin, 
in Ending's first plate, the ground flan of a city-, while a third 
pronounces it to be Exeter I 
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I cannot, however, forego noticing a remarkable instance 
in illustration of this proposition ; namely, the imitation of 
a coin of Edwai'd the Confessor, by one of the moneyers of 
Ifarz, king of Dublin^^. Here we not only have an imitation 
of the type, but also of the legend — FREDNE ’ON-EOFFR, 
Fredne of York. This might be accounted for in various 
ways ,* but it shews that at a much later period the coined 
money of those states which had made one step in the 
march of civilization, furnished, barbarous as it might be, 
the model to people less civilized. 

The money of the Greeks abounds in illustrations of their 
religious worship and warlike habits ; and it is from these 
that the moneyers of Gaul and Britain obtained the subjects 
for their coins, selecting such as were congenial to their 
rude fancies. lienee the horse at full gallop and the 
charioteer, are favourite representations on Gaulish and 
British Coins, 

I would ask of those who doubt what is here advanced, 
and who believe that the British moneyers designed the 
subjects for their coins, how it happens that the moneyers 
of Cunobeline resorted to Greek and Roman coins for 
models, if at an earlier period the Britons were capable of 
designing subjects for their money ? 

Of the objects represented on British coins of the earliest 
class it would be difficult to speak, since we cannot be 
certain as to what they are intended to represent. The 
second class bear, for the most part, the representation of a 
horse at full gallop, with strange ornaments of various kinds, 
and many subordinate but distinct symbols, to which some 
persons attach an important signification. Let us examine 
some of these symbols separately. 


" Humismatic Journal, voLii. p.50. 
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First appears the loheeL On looking over an extensive 
cabinet of Greek coins, we shall find that this symbol ap- 
pears on the money of many cities of antiquity. On many 
of the specimens engraved in the work of the Marquis 
Lagoy on the coins of Massilia, &C.5I2 we find the wheel 
disposed in such a manner as leaves no doubt of its sym- 
bolical character. On one of the coins therein represented, 
it appears on the helmet of a galeated bust. Many of these 
pieces are such palpable attempts at imitation of the ele- 
gant coins of Marseilles, that the origin of the wheel on 
Gaulish coins can scarcely be doubted. But it would be 
going too far to suppose that the Gauls, in copying this 
symbol, intended it to express anything illustrative of their 
own particular religious rites. They probably copied it in 
the belief that it possessed some mystical character; and it 
was not the less sacred because it was not generally under- 
stood. We cannot doubt but that the Gauls were acquainted 
with the art of coining money, long previous to its being 
known to our rude ancestors ; and it would appear that the 
British moneyers, in many instances, copied the types of 
the Gaulish coins, occasionally making alterations as their 
fancy dictated^ 

As regards the objects supposed by some to be the sun 
and moon^ which appear as subordinate symbols on British 
coins, I have already endeavoured to account for their 


12 See a notice of this work in the Numismatic Journal, vol. ii. 
page 237. 

The greater part of these observations were written several 
months since. I had no communication with Mr. Hawkins on 
the subject, and was, therefore, agreeably surprised to find that 
that gentleman had taken the same view of these coins in his 
paper read at the meeting of the Numismatic Society, in May last. 
See the Numismatic Chronicle for .July, 1838. 
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being adopted by a rude people, who would naturally revere 
the two great luminaries. Both these symbols occur on 
Greek coins; and the crescent is particularly common. 

It would be difficult to account for the adoption of the 
pentagon* I say the adoption of this symbol, for it may 
be confidently asserted, that they were not designed by either 
the Gaulish or British moneyers. The same symbol occurs 
on many Greek coins^^, and on the parts of the early asses^^. 

To recur again to the wheels to which so much importance 
has been attached by our English antiquaries, and, indeed, 
by those on the continent ; — an inspection of the plates 
in illustration of the Marquis Lagoy’s work, will convince 
the most sceptical that it originated with the Gauls, and 
that it was copied by their moneyers from the coins of 
Massilia. 

On many Gaulish and British coins, we have an object 
which appears like an unfinished wheel, but whether it is 
intended for that symbol, or merely a rude imitation of the 
theta on Greek coins, cannot be determined. Numismatists 
will not require to be reminded, that the ancient theta is 
often formed of a circle with a dot or pellet in the centre.^^ 

Sometimes, instead of a wheel, we have merely an annulet. 
On many coins we have a circle of dots or pellets with a 
a pellet in the centre. On» others, a pellet is placed be- 
tween the spokes of the wheel.^7 Some of those given by 
Ruding, bear the annulet with a pellet in the centre, the 
whole surrounded by a circle of dots. 

On some British coins, the scull of an horned animal 
appears in the field; but we cannot venture to assert that 

See those of Velia. See the Roman Unciae. 

See the coins of Athens, Boeotia, &:c. 

See the plate of symbols, in illustration of these observations, 



ON THE COINAGE OF THE ANCIENT BRITONS. 81 


this symbol has any reference whatever to the religious cere- 
monies of the Britons. The reason of its adoption must be 
left to conjecture : in the mean time we know that this 
symbol occurs on many Greek coins, and that on some of 
those of Corcyra, it occupies the whole of the field of the 
reverse. 

There are two subordinate symbols on our ancient British 
coins, to which antiquaries less fanciful than Stukeley, and 
Pegge, might be tempted to assign a particular meaning. 
I refer to Nos. 50 and 52, in the plate which illustrates these 
remarks. We might, on a casual inspection of these objects, 
pronounce them to be representations of musical instru- 
ments, did we not know that others which occur more fre- 
quently are attempts to imitate objects which appear on 
Greek coins. No. 50 appears on both Gaulish and British 
coins as well as on those discovered in the Channel islands, 
and may possibly be intended for a lyre. Symbol No. 44 
invariably occurs on coins similar, to that figured in Ruding, 
plate S; Nos. 44 and 52. Some writers have described 
them as the Druidical tallies, but have advanced nothing 
to substantiate such an opinion ; an opinion founded upon 
mere conjecture. 

Symbol 43 is the head of a spear; an object which oc- 
curs on but one British coin.^s The same symbol appears 
on coins of Greek cities. 

I shall reserve for some future paper, my remarks on the 
other subordinate symbols occurring on British coins. 

In my former observations I described, and engraved one 
of a number of coins found in Yorkshire in the year 1829.^9 
I can now give the particulars of their discovery, which 
have been obligingly communicated to me by Mr. CuflF. 

Numismatic Journal, British Coins, plate i. No. 11. 

Ibid, plate i. No. 10. 

VOL. J. M 
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The Reverend William Land, in a letter to that gentleman, 
says, that these remarkable coins, which differ materially 
from all others of this class, were discovered at Almondbury, 
the Cambodunum of the Romans, and one of their first 
settlements in that part of the island. There were sixteen 
or eighteen in number, and along with them were two 
hundred family coins, a few of which were in tolerable 
preservation, but the greater part nearly worn smooth by 
circulation. Mr. Lund, in describing these coins, justly 
remarks, that they cannot be later than the time of the em- 
perors ; an inference which must be allowed, from the cir- 
cumstance of their being found with denarii of the consular 
series. Another circumstance worthy of remark, is, that 
the letters which occur on these coins are formed exactly 
like those on many of the early Roman denarii, particularly 
those of Antony and Augustus, and Augustus and Lepidus, 
the ends terminating in dots. The coins, too, are convex 
and concave, like many of the consular denarii ; and from 
this peculiarity alone, may reasonably be assigned to a pe- 
riod at least as early as that of the first Dictator. If this 
be allowed, another question arises ; namely, if the Britons 
were really not acquainted with the art of coining money 
when Caesar arrived in this island, is it probable that they 
immediately after his departure created a stamped currency? 
Such a conjecture can scarcely be allowed by those who re- 
flect that Cmsar^s visit was hostile, and that the Roman 
legions were constantly occupied during their short stay in 
Britain. The coining of money was doubtless adopted 
by the Britons, in consequence of their intercourse with the 
Gaulish merchants ; but,’ in all probability, we shall never 
obtain numismatic evidence as to the exact period when it 
was first resorted to. 

A numismatic friend who has looked over these sheets 
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remarks, that I am taking an unpopular view of this subject, 
and that if I should succeed in establishing such opinions, 
British coins would no longer be so highly valued. On this 
I have merely to observe, that I do not think the fact ot 
British coins being copies of the money of the Greeks and 
Gauls, ought to render them worthless in the eyes of our 
collectors. On the contrary, by diligent examination, we 
shall probably in the course of time be enabled to appro- 
priate them to particular periods and places, by comparing 
them with those pieces from which they may be supposed 
to have been imitated. 

It must be obvious to all who have paid the least attention 
to this subject, that British coins not only vary in style and 
execution from those of the Gauls, but that many of them 
differ so materially from each other, as to leave not a doubt 
of their having been minted in various parts of the island, 
perhaps at distant periods, but at any rate in places far 
distant from each other. 

Let us see how far this assertion is verified by recent 
discoveries of British coins. 

The very singular gold coins of large module and pecu- 
liar type, found in Yorkshire-^ are unlike all others of the 
series. They evidently belong to a part of Britain remote 
from the southern counties, where pieces of a very different 
description are more frequently found. 

The coins bearing the two crescents placed back to back^^ 
are also peculiar, and have been discovered in Norfolk and 
in Cambridgeshire. 

Those pieces which bear a number of small objects scat- 
tered over the field^^, are found only in the counties of Sussex, 

See the Numismatic Journal, vol. i. plate 1 ; British coins, 
No. 10. Ibid, plate 2, Nos. 1 and 2. 

Ibid, plate 1, No. 9. and Ending, plate 3, Nos* 44 and 52. 
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Hampshire, Dorsetshire, Devonshire and Cornwall^^, and 
are quite distinct in type and fabric from all other British 
coins. On the coast of Kent, and in the Isle of Wight, 
are discovered the coins numbered 1 to 4 in Ruding’s first 
plate. Similar coins have been dug up on the opposite 
coast; and it is at present difficult to determine to which 
country they belong. 

Coins of evident Gaulish origin are often discovered in 
Kent, and furnish proof of the intercourse which the inha- 
bitants of that county had with the Gauls. A short time 
since, a gold coin was discovered at Sandwich, with the type 
of a horseman bearing a palm-branch ; reverse, a victory, 
also bearing a branch, and the legend IPPI * COM The 
same legend occurs on a brass coin dug up near Kits Coty 
House, for a drawing of which I am indebted to Mr. Ed- 
ward Pretty, of Northampton. 



At the same time and place another coin of brass was 
discovered, which, like the former, is evidently Gaulish. 



23 With one exception, as noticed in my former observations ; 
namely, in Oxfordshire, if Borlase, who is my authority, was 
himself correctly informed. The finding a solitary coin is, how- 
ever, unimportant ; but when the finding frequently occurs in the 
same place, evidence is at once afforded, on which the antiquaiy 
may rest his hope of a correct attribution. 

In the belief that this coin is of Gaulish origin, I forwarded the 
cast kindly sent me by Mr. Roife, of Sandwich, to M. de la 
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It is worthy of remark, that two coins of different metals 
and types, recently found in Kent, bear the legends IPPI- 
COM. and IPPI*COML M. de la Saussaye, remarking on 
the coin discovered at Sandwich, observes, that it bears a 
strong resemblance to the Gaulish imitations of Greek coins; 
particularly of those of Philip II. of Macedon, and that in 
all probability the letters IPPI are but one of the ordinary 
alterations of the word ^>IAiniIOY.25 « jf^ however,"’ he 
continues, we are to look for the name of a Gaulish chief in 
these letters, it may possibly be that of Commius, king of 
the Atrebati-^, the ally of Caesar, We are strongly inclined 
to believe that it is in reality a coin of that gallant and ill- 
used chief; and until evidence shall be acquired to warrant 
a different attribution, it is excluded from the list of Bri- 
tish coins. 

The plates which accompany these remarks, contain repre- 
sentations of unpublished coins, several of which are entirely 
new. In describing them, I shall give such particulars as 
I have been enabled to obtain and authenticate, respecting 
the places of their discovery, the most important circum- 
stance connected with our enquiry. The evident variations 
in the types, or rather, as Mr. Hawkins observes, in the 
treatment of the types,” is so apparent that there cannot be 
a doubt as to their belonging to different parts of the island, 
and of their issue at distinct intervals of time. 

In plate 2 of my former observations^’^, two coins are 
given with a very singular type. The first is of gold, and 
was discovered at Oxnead, in Norfolk. The second of 

Saussaye, editor of the “Revue de la Numismatique Fran 9 aise,’ 
whose forthcoming work will contain engravings of more than 
one thousand Gaulish coins. 

Revue de la Numismatique Fran^aise, Annee 1837, p. 470. 

Csesar, De Bello Gallico, lib. v. 

^ Numismatic Journal, vol. i. 
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silver, and, like the former, bearing on the reverse two 
crescents placed back to back, differing, however, from those 
on the gold com,^^ But the most extraordinary resemblance 
between these two coins, is the manner in which the head 
of the hoi'se, and indeed, the whole figure of that animal, 
is formed. Since the publication of this last coin, three 
others of the same type have been presented to the Numis- 
matic Society, by the Reverend Mr. Reade, who informs 
us that they were discovered in Cambridgeshire, the county 
adjoining that in which the gold coin was found. 

Much remains to be done for the series of ancient British 
coins ; but a good deal may be effected by our English nu- 
mismatists, if they will carefully attend to the instructions 
already given them. By noting every circumstance regard- 
ing the places in which these pieces are discovered, and by 
diligent comparison of the metals, types, and weights, of 
the respective examples, there is little doubt that they may, 
ere long, be assigned to particular districts with as much 
certainty as many uninscribed coins are at present arranged 
and appropriated to Greek cities. 


Description of the Plates. 

Plate 1. Symbols on Gaulish and British Coins. — A glance at 
the symbols given in this plate will suffice to shew, that 
in several instances they are copies of the same objects by 
the people of two countries ; while it will be obvious that 
in many respects the British symbols differ from those 
found on Gaulish coins. It is well worthy of remark, 
that none of the varieties^of the m'osS) so often found on 


The com given by Ruding, plate 2, No. 32, is evidently of 
the same origin. There are the two crescents placed back to 
back, and the horse and subordinate symbols, as on the specimens 
engraved in the accompanying plates, but of ruder execution. 
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Gaulish coins, are met with on those pieces which are 
believed to be British, and which are found in this country 
alone, though it perpetually occurs on those discovered 
on the continent. It is possible that with the discovery 
of new types, additional subordinate symbols may be 
found ; but the engravings here given may be of much 
service to the inquiry now instituted, and save, by re- 
ference to the numbers, the trouble of giving a description, 
which, after all, can only convey an imperfect idea of the 
object. 

Plate II. 

No. 1 . A silver coin. — Obverse. The rude figure of a horse 
standing to the right ; above, symbol No. 54, below 
symbol No. 3. — Rev. An uncouth, and apparently un- 
finished representation of some animal, probably a horse, 
standing to the right : below, two representations of the 
symbol No. 3. Weight 18^ grains. (Cabinet of Mr. Lucas.) 

No. 2. A gold coin discovered on the south-east coast of the Isle 
of Wight, between Sandown and the White Cliff, after a 
founder of earth. Obverse. Plain and convex. Mev. A 
rude figure of a horse galloping to the right : in the field 
various ill-defined symbols. Weight 94 grains. Cabinet 
of Archdeacon Hill, of Shanklin, Isle of Wight. Com- 
municated by Mr, C. R. Smith. 

No. 3. A gold coin, found on the wharf near the Adelaide Hotel, 
London Bridge, in soil originally brought from the bed of 
the Thames. Obverse. Plain and convex. Rev. A winged 
horse, or Pegasus, caracoling to the right. The head 
appears to be surmounted by a cross, and the symbol 
No. 2 occurs four times in the place of a legend; 
(20 grains. Cabinet of Mr. C. R. Smith)* Doubtful if 
British. 

No. 4. Coffer. Obverse. Two animals resembling hogs : above, 
symbol No. 53, and under each animal, symbol No. 2. 
Reverse. A horse galloping to the right before an 
object apparently intended for a tree. 

This remarkable coin was presented to me by Mr. John 
Lindsay, of Cork, a gentleman well known for his numis- 
matic acquirements, who states that it was found at or 
near Liverpool, with other British coins, a short time since. 
Looking at the obverse, as it is now represented in the 
plate, the figures at the first glance appear to be horses 
separating to the right and left ; but on further exainina- 
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tion, hy holding the plate sideways^ it will be seen that 
they are intended for some other animals, and that they 
are probably meant for hogs, such objects being often 
represented on Gaulish coins in a somewhat similar manner. 
The head of one of the animals, it should be observed, is 
shaped like that of the figure on the reverse of No. 1. 
There is every reason to believe this coin is of British 
origin; and the singularity of its type, coupled with the 
circumstance of its discovery in a part of the country re- 
mote from the places where most British coins are dug 
up, deserves especial notice. 

No. 5. Gold. Obverse, Plain. Reverse, A horse galloping to 
the left : below VAI: above, symbol No. 2; and another 
symbol indistinct. {Cabinet of Mr, Losoomhe), 

No. 6 Silver, Olve^'se. The rude outline of a human head, 

crowned with a diadem, to the right ; above, some indis- 
tinct symbol. Reverse. A horse galloping, to the left. 
In the field, the symbols Nos. 2 and 14. {Cabinet of Mr. 
Loscombe.) 

No. 7. Gold, Found near Chichester. Obverse, Concave. A horse 
galloping to the right: in the field symbols, Nos. 14, 3, and 
2, the first occurring twice. Reverse, Convex. A wreath 
extending across the field, with other figures, the whole 
probably intended to form one object. Weight 19 J grains. 
Cabinet of Mr. Elliott, Chichester. 

No. 8. Gold, Found near Chichester. Type resembling the 
proceeding. Weight 20^ grains. Cabinet of Mr. Elliott. 

No. 9. Gold. A similar type to the preceding.* With the same 
symbols in the field. 

No. 10 . Gold, Found on Enfield Chase. Obverse, A horse gal- 
loping to the left : behind, a rude figure, intended proba- 
bly for the driver: beneath, the symbol No. 50, and 
the letter V? Reverse, An object perhaps intended for 
a leaf, occupying the whole of the field of the coin. 
Communicated by Mr. Stothard. 

This coin resembles very closely No. 7, Plate 1, in 
Ending, the reverse being better defined. That figured 
in Ending is the coin supposed by Polwhele to hear a 
representation of the ground-plan of Exeter ! Such an 
idea, of course, does not require serious refutation ; but 
it should be observed, that there is every reason to be- 

* A coin resembling No. 7, 8, and 9, was found at Andover a short time 
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lieve, that the coins hearing this type were minted in a 
part of the island far remote from that city. Future 
discoveries will in all probability justify their appropriation 
to London and its neighbourhood. 

No. 11. Gold, One of the hoard discovered at Almondbury, in 
Yorkshire, and apparently differing in type from the rest, 
merely in the extreme rudeness of its execution. — See 
the Numismatic Journal) Vol, I, 

No. 12. Gold. Obverse. mon I bitten in two lines across 

/v\v\ 3 

the field, between three beaded lines. Heverse* A horse 
to the left with symbol No. 2, in the field. (Cahinet of 
Mr. Loscomhe). 

The legend on the obverse would appear to be a 
barbarous attempt to give the name CVNOBELINE; 
and it is not improbable that the coin was imitated from 
one similar to that in Ending, Plate 4. No. 13 and 14. 
The place of its discovery is unfortunately not known. 

No. 1 3. CoffeV) found in the bed of the Thames, near London 
Bridge. Obverse. A horse galloping to the right : be- 
low, the letters CVN, Reverse. An ear of barley; 
across the field, the letters CAM. Weight 55 grains. 
(^Cabinet of Mr, C. R. Smith), 

The only brass coin of Gunobeline with this type I have 
seen. A similar type is of frequent occurrence in gold. 
See Ruding, Plate 4, Nos. 1 to 7. 

Jb^o.l4. Gold) found with many others, in a field at Plaverhill, in 
Suffolk, about twenty years since. The workmanship of 
this coin is barbai'ous, and scarcely admits of a description. 
Communicated by Mr. F. Hobler. 

No. 15. Silver,^ Found at Battle, in Sussex, with many others. 
Obverse. A rudely drawn head to the right. Reverse* A 
horse galloping to the right; the head resembling a 
griffin’s; below, the remains of symbol No. 81 ; above, 
an indistinct symbol. Weight 18 grains. {Cabinet of 
Mr, C, R. Smith). 

No, 16. Silver. Dug up at March, in Cambridgeshire, with Nos. 
18, 19 and 20, which, with about forty others of a similar 
description, had been deposited in a small earthen vessel. 
A similar type, f but evidently from a different die ; weight 
19 grains. (Collection of the Numismatic Society). 

* The material of which ancient British coins is composed, is more properly 

termed by the French potin, being much alloyed with other metals. 

4 It is worthy of observation, that on the forequarter of the horse there 
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No. 17* Silver* Found at Battle. Obverse, The letters CEA. 
A horse galloping to the right, with three pellets on its 
fore-quarter ; above, a branch, and the symbol No. 12. 
Reverse. Two crescents placed back to back in a kind of 
compartment ; between the crescents, two pellets. Weight 
19 grains. {Collection of the Numismatic Society)* 

No. 18. Silver. Fpund at March. Obverse. The letters IQ. A . 
horse galloping to the right : above, symbol 33. Reverse. 
A similar type to that of No, 17. {Collection of the 
Numismatic Society). 

No, 19. Silver. Found at March, resembling the former, but in 
perfect preservation. Symbols Nos. 12 and 32, appear 
above the horse, and below are three characters, which 
appear to be CPAI Weight 18 grains. {Collection of the 
Numismatic Society). 

No. 20. Silver. Found at March. A somewhat similar type, 
but of ruder execution ; the characters appear to be the 
same as those on the preceding coin. On the fore-quarter 
of the horse are three pellets or studs. Weight 19 grains. 
{Collection of the Numismatic Society). 

I cannot conclude these observations without again im- 
pressing on the minds of those who are interested in 
investigating the oidgin of these interesting coins, the 
absolute and imperative necessity of ascertaining beyond 
a doubt the places of their discovery. In doing this, I 
shall adopt the words of a numismatist of great practical 
knowledge and matured judgment. ^^The actual place 
of finding should be ascertained and certified on good 
authority; no hearsay^ but well authenticated facts of the 
finding. One blunder or misstatement, whether acci- 
dental or designed, may do more harm than would be 
supposed, for it will require three or four truths to upset 
and neutralize or nullify the falsehood, and three or four 
more to establish the position.’^ J. Y. A. 

Peckhamt August 20tkf 1838. 

are three objects placed in the form of a triangle ; that on Nos. 17, 19, and 20 
there are three dots or pellets, (as symbol 48) ; and that on No* 18, the 
three pellets are conjoined, and resemble a trefoil. These three pellets so 
often occur on British coins, that they are placed in the list of subordinate 
symbols. 
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X. 

TRESOR DE NUMISMATIQUE ET DE GLYPTIQUE. 

FoHo. Paris, 1834—1837. 

Part I. — ^Ancient.-* Monuments. 

If it be a well-founded complaint^ that many writers who 
have professedly contributed towards that important chapter 
in the narrative of progressive civilisation — the history of 
the Fine Arts — ^have been busily w^eaving erudite specula- 
tions with materials in great part literary^ when they would 
have been better employed in helping to collect the re- 
maining monuments of the arts themselves, and suifering 
them to speak ; if this be true, then the appearance of every 
really judicious collection of these veritable materials ought 
to meet with especial welcome. 

Such a collection we take to be the work, or rather series 
of works, now in course of publication at Paris, under the 
above title; and as such we welcome it. It consists of re- 
presentations of multifarious objects of art, but chiefly of 
medals, coins, and gems, engraved by the process known 
as that of Achilles Collas, and which has been more than 
once noticed in the pages of the Numismatic Journal. 

The Tresor de Numismatique et de Glyptique^ has been 
divided by its editors into three principal classes : — 1. Mo- 
numents illustrative of ancient art. 2. Those illustrative 
of the art of the middle ages, and of modern history. 3, 
Those of contemporaneous history. We shall confine our 
present brief notice to the principal works comprised within 


1 See D’Agincourt, Hutoire de V Art yar les Monumens.* 
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the first class,, that of ancient art ; and we begin with the 
New Mythological Gallery {Nouveau Gallerie Mytho- 
logique)^ edited by M* Lenormant, One of the most important 
of the series, although last in course of publication. The 
object of this work is to collect all medals and gems illus- 
trative of the ancient religions of Greece and Rome, to- 
gether with such bas-reliefs, terra cottas, ivory carvings, 
and jewels, wherever preserved^ as maybe found to contribute 
to the same purpose. “ In order,” says the learned editor, 
in his introduction, to render our book useful and conve- 
nient to all, in what way soever accustomed to regard the 
ancient religions, we have arranged the monuments we 
publish in the manner most conformable to the received 
ideas in the ordinary compilations of mythology. Therein 
we have followed the example, not only of Millin, whose 
zeal exceeded his knowledge, and who has really been more 
useful than meritorious, — but also that of Winckelmann, 
who, in his classification of the collection of Stosch, has not 
suffered even the shadow of any peculiar system to appear. 
Thus the distinction between gods and heroes will here be 
faithfully preserved. After the Titans, the gods of heaven 
and of Olympus, will come the gods of the earth, of the 
sea, and of the infernal abodes ,* then, the allegorical divi- 
nities ; and so on until our religious matter be exhausted. 
We shall not admit any distinction between the deities of 
Rome and those of Greece ; the divinities of other countries 
will come in their turn, but only after those of the classic 
religions; so that researches may be made independently 
of the text, as in any other sort of collection. The descrip- 
tions will always be written with the care which has, we 
trust, characterized our other publications ; the translations 
minutely faithful, the incidental illustrations as accurate as 
we can give them. As for the doubtful attributes, those 
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microscopic details which are only to be discerned, glass in 
hand, and which no engraving can entirely represent, our 
statement may, I think, be relied on, wherever expressly 
affirmed : never shall the desire to make any one particular 
explanation triumph, lead us to twist an uncertain indication 
into our own particular point of view. That which is not 
clear in the original will, in our description, appear as 
doubtful. Such is the rule we have imposed on ourselves, 
and to which we hope to remain faithful on all occasions/^ 
After alluding to the want of any sufficient guide in the 
primary collection of materials for his task, M. Lenormant 
justly concludes that no difficulty of the kind should be 
allowed to hinder the use of the truly unique opportunity 
which now presents itself, of bringing suddenly and at once 
so large a mass of authorities to bear upon generally circu- 
lated ideas ; of presenting to so many superior intellects, 
far removed from great museums, so many elements of 
discussion, of which the most faithful descriptions give but 
very imperfect ideas.” 

We have extracted the more freely from these introduc- 
tory observations, on account of the comparatively small 
portion of the work yet published; there is, however, quite 
sufficient to enable us to bear testimony to the faithfulness 
with which, so far, the plan is carried out. 

As we have seen, the first portion treats of the Titans ; 
section 1, illustrated by ten medals and gems, forming plate 
1, is devoted to Saturn; section 2, illustrated by twenty 
pieces, to Janus. As a specimen of M. Lenormanf s manner 
of treating his subject, we will make an extract from this 
section : it is much too long for entire quotation. 

The etymology of the word Janus is traced to two roots : 
L The Phoenician Jaon (Ju-piter, Ju-no), and 2. Annus, 
and is supported by reference to several ancient opinions — 
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such as that of Festus^ who refers Janus to the Greek 
%kaKuv (whence Chaos) — and also to a passage in Ovid,*^ 
tracing up the first idea of Janus to primitive and cosmic 
unity \ the double face of the god representing the sphe- 
ricity proper to cosmic unity. 

M. Lenormant proceeds to show that in the idea of 
ChaoSj which belongs to Janus, is implied strife ; imaged in 
the Janus quadrifrons^ as sustained between the four ele- 
mentary forces ; and in the Janus bijrons^ in the more strict 
as well as more usual sense of strife, between two principles 
at once connected and opposed. To understand the full 
force of this symbol, we must bear in mind, that with the 
Romans the as expressed unity, and that upon that mone- 
tary unity they were accustomed to stamp the Janus hifrons 
.... Cicero’s second etymology Janus quasi Eanus ah 
eundoj enables us to solve the primitive duality, — to estab- 
lish a distinction between that part of the principle which 
expressed the stability and equilibrium of the universe, and 
the part whose attributes are action and movement; this 
M. Lenormant develops as illustrative of several parts of 
the myth, and proceeds : — 

But this dualism is not confined to the bringing to- 
gether of the two bearded heads, expressing a perfect 
equality between the two relations; it assumes different 
expressions according to the diversity of the ideas which 
may be attached to it. It is worthy of remark, that the 
varieties of the Roman < 25 , together with others of the 
ancient coins as they remain to us, represent, so to speak, 
all possible varieties of the dualism.” These varieties M. 
Lenormant proceeds to class in a very lucid manner under 
ten heads; but to follow him would make our extract too long. 


" Fast, I 103, 104. 


^ Be NaU Deo, ii. 27. 
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But in justice to the accomplished editor, we must state 
in his own words the view in which he wishes his labours to 
be regarded: — For the rest,” he says in the preface, ‘^it 
would be doing me much wrong to suppose that I pretend 
to have invented a new system of mythology ; the ideas 
which will here be developed are already everywhere. In 
the march of science, individuals are of little account] pro- 
gression, when its time has come, is like a fluid, diffusing 
itself through the air, which every one breathes without 
thinking about it. It would be easy for me to find my 
fellow-labourers everywhere, and among them to name 
some who would seem the most opposed to my ideas.” 

Taking this work altogether, as a collection of^the monu- 
ments of mythology from all parts of the civilized world, 
comprising at once medals, coins, gems, and the smaller 
kinds of sculpture, such as it was never before possible to 
bring into one focus, and as applying to these monuments 
the erudite illustrations and critical acumen of men whose 
* fitness for the task is based upon long and patient research; 
we have little doubt that it will mark a new and important 
epoch in the annals of archaeological and numismatic 
science. 


IL — ^Numismatics of the Greek Kings. 

This collection begins with the coins of the kings of Syra- 
cuse, so distinguished for the beauty of their execution, 
and here, for the first time, faithfully and adequately repre- 
sented. It scarcely need be said, that M. Lenormant (who 
edits this work also) agrees with all the best and latest 
authorities in referring the supposititious coins of Gelo, 
first king of Syracuse (b. c. 494), to Hiero II. (b. c. 274) ; 
his series, therefore, commences with the coins of Agathocles 
(b. c. 317). It is admitted in the preliminary observations, 
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thatj strictly speaking, the coins of Greek kings should begin 
with those of Macedonia; but it has been thought more 
convenient for the reader, and more in keeping with the 
main purpose of the whole undertaking — ^utility rather than 
novelty — to continue to follow the geographical arrange- 
ment of Strabo, as adopted by Eckhel, departing from it 
only in cases of clearly discovered error, such as that just 
adverted to, respecting the coins of Hiero II., which both 
Eckhel and Visconti ascribed to the earlier kings. 

I cannot but think that, in this country especia-lly, coins 
and even medals are regarded too much as the mere mate- 
rials of monetary history, to the neglect frequently of those 
higher purposes they are so well qualified to subserve, and 
of which many eminent men, both English and foreign, 
have repeatedly marked their just appreciation. Among 
the latter, Winckelmann long ago insisted on the great 
importance of coins and medals, as works of art; and he has 
somewhere said, that the human conception is unable to 
surpass the beauty of the finest among the Syracusan coins.^ 
It seems strange, indeed, that at this period it should be 
necessary to defend numismatic studies ; yet it is unques- 
tionable that they are often looked upon as a sort of hobby, 
respectable and proper enough in a professed numismatist, 
but by no means indispensable even to a cultivated taste in 
art, still less imperative on every well-educated man. Yet 
not only do coins in general occupy a most important place 
among the Paralipomena Historical but those of Greece* 

^ The passage occurs, I think, in the (grinnerung Utt tie 
trad&tung bcr aSerle her There is also some interesting dis- 

cussion on the same subject in the essay of the late Dr. Stiiglitz 
(best known, perhaps, as a distinguished amateur of architecture), 
entitled, SSerfuc^ ciner @innd()tung antifcr smi^nafamrnlungen jur 
tcrung ber (Sefd)id^tc bet beS mtettt)um§. 8vo. Leipzig, 1809, 
or thereabout. 
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more particularly, afford very fair criteria of the state of 
the arts of design at the periods when they were respectively 
struck; having, be it remembered, an advantage over 
nearly all other monuments of art, in the certainty (for the 
exceptions are both rare and distinguishable) of their dates. 
Marbles are frequently found entirely without inscription ; 
coins have invariably their legends, and thus aid us mate- 
rially in tracing the successive steps in the development of 
art. Nor is this all; in the words of a very distinguished 
archaeologist, the Due de Lygnes,^ ^^it was not merely the 
caprice of the artists, or the necessity of adorning the metal 
intended for the exchanges of commerce, with some symbol 
or other, which produced the varied types of the Greek 
coins ; for in these there may always be recognized a much 
more important motive. From the most distant times, we 
see them bearing effigies, national and religious; and hence 
the true importance of numismatical researches; for even 
when a coin or medal does not commemorate a name or 
fact which else had been unknown to history, it shows with 
certainty the political state of a people at an epoch, the date 
of which its fabrication can fix alone. The multitude of 
Greek autonomata has enabled numismatists to arrange 
them in a regular and unvarying series. They have been 
enabled to show that these coins are archives wherein every 
day brings to light some curious fragment bearing on the 
local myths or on the religions of the great cities. Upon 
these yet intact monuments are inscribed, by the indubi- 
table chronology of their issue^ the successive changes of 
worship, and the introduction of new rites, according to the 
decay or revival of the several colonies. If the Greeks had 
possessed our means of coinage, modern museums would 

® In the beautiful work entitled Metaponte^ par. M. M. le Due 
de Laynes, et F. J. Debacque. Folio. Paris, 1833. 

VOL. 1. o 
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probably never have been enriched with so large a variety 
of coins; and the monetary remains of antiquity would 
have been less complete and less instructive.’^ 

But perhaps much of the comparative neglect which 
numismatic studies have met with in this country, as far as 
respects these higher and more comprehensive views of 
their scope and purpose, is to be traced to the want of 
sufficient means and inducements for their pursuit. In our 
national museum, although it is possessed of a valuable and 
extensive collection of coins and medals, there is not even 
the outline of such a selection or classification as might 
assist the student to trace by their means either the course 
of general history, or that of the history of art in particular. 
There is not, at the British Museum, for the purpose of 
inviting and inducing examination and study, any such 
display of the more genei'ally interesting of its treasures, as 
has long existed in the Medal-cabinet of the Royal Library 
at Paris, and which is so arranged as to make it, I verily 
believe, absolutely impossible for even the most idly curious 
of its visitors to return without having acquired somewhat 
of really useful knowledge. Neither are there in our own 
museum such accessible catalogues as might be desired, and 
which, if supplied, would save a vast deal of time to those 
^^men of research” who visit the collection in the progress 
of their labours, 

I do not mention these undeniable deficiencies for the 
puiq)ose of censure. Mere censure is not unfrequently as 
unjust as it is useless : and in the present case I know well 
that the fault is not with the officers of the museum, but 
has grown out of straitened means and other circumstances, 
which 1 hope and believe will ere long be remedied. 

Then again, as to our numismatic publications, is there 
not much reason to fear that a large number of these have 
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rather hindered than forwarded progress — keeping still in 
view the historical and ai'tistical uses of the science ? Have 
they not been frequently remarkable for their extreme in- 
sufficiency and inaccuracy? 

But in truth, that important requisite is illustrated works 
— accurate representation has been hitherto a matter of 
extreme difficulty in respect of the smaller works of sculp- 
ture (glyptique)^ and especially of coins and medals. 
^While a fine picture requires to be translated into the en- 
graver’s art rather than copied^ the degree of success gene- 
rally depending on the amount of harmony between the 
minds of the engraver and of the original painter, a medal 
or gem cannot be imitated too precisely ; in them so much 
depends on minute touches, which are commonly lost or 
altogether changed, when imitated first by a draughtsman, 
and then by an engraver. In fact, the one thing needful, 
more especially for the purposes of the historical student, 
is to get a faithful copy. How rarely this has been, or can 
be attained by the ordinary modes of engraving, even with 
all the appliances of great talent and enormous expense, 
may be seen by turning to that work of admirable erudition, 
the Iconography of Visconti; compare some of his plates 
with the originals, or with exact casts of them \ how much 
is added; how much altered; how many restorations merely 
conjectural are introduced. And then how vainly do you look 
for any indications of the actual and veritable condition of 
the monuments themselves at the time when they were 
delineated ! 

If then, it may be justly said, even of such publications 
as these, that while as works of art they are truly beautiful, 
as collections of the monuments of artistic history, they 
leave almost everything to be desired; how are we to 
describe the deficiencies of those which have not the former 
quality to boast of? 
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We shall not then be thought to claim too much for the 
discovery — apparently almost simultaneous in several coun- 
tries — of a means of faithfully reproducing those monu- 
ments, with all their beauties and with all their faults, to 
an illimitable extent, if we venture to predict that hereafter 
it will be thought not the least considerable — in so far as 
respects the fine arts — of the titles of the nineteenth century 
to the gratitude of posterity. 

It should ever be borne in mind, that in this faithful re- 
production of a multitude of the most important materials of 
art — history is the legitimate object and field of this me- 
chanical relief-engraving. In the higher walks of art, it 
makes no pretensions to intrude itself. Here is its appro- 
priate sphere. 

Adding then, an invention like this, to those other causes 
which have been operating of late to the visible improve- 
ment of our numismatic publications, is there not much 
reason to hope that better things are at hand ? 

May we not hope that ere long England will cease to be 
WITHOUT A MEDALLIC HISTORY— and that even— in course 
oi time — an English artist may be found capable of pro- 
ducing a medal worthy to celebrate the coronation of an 
English Queen ? 

But returning from this digression, to our immediate 
subject — ^the Tresor de Numismatique et de Glyptique^ we 
arrive at the third division of the work, in the class of 
ancient art, viz. : — 

The Iconography op the Roman Emperors 

AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

This work is still in course of publication, and we need 
say little more of it than that it deserves at least as much 
praise as the preceding, w^hich, indeed, it excels in compre- 
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hensiveness of plan, as well as in the ample development 
of its illustrative text. In the numismatics of the Greek 
kings, the illustrative notices too often fall short of that 
lucid and full explanation which is so essential to a work 
intended to be popular, and aiming at extensive utility ; 
this fault was pointed out by an able foreign critic,^ and we 
are glad to perceive by the improvement in the Iconographie 
'Romaine^ that the hint has been taken. Here each event 
or person commemorated by a medal or a gem is simply 
and clearly analysed, so that the work foims a collection of 
the historic vouchers of the period, with a running com- 
mentary upon them.* 

In the frontispiece, we have the grand eagle, from that 
magnificent sardonyx in the Vienna cabinet, which has 
been in the possession of the house of Austria since the 
time of the Emperor Rodolph II.; and in the second num- 
ber, the famous cameo, also from Vienna, of the triumph 
of Tiberius, the largest as well as one of the finest left by 
antiquity. According to the tradition preserved by Gassendi, 
this gem was acquired in the Holy Land, by the Knights 
of Saint John of Jerusalem, from whom it was purchased 
by Philippe-le-bel, and presented to the abbey of Poissy; 
daring the wars of the sixteenth century, it was carried off 
into Germany, where the Emperor purchased it for 12,000 
ducats (probably equal to 14,0007. of our money). Since 
this period it has remained in the Vienna cabinet. The 
present engraving of it is very fine; and it may well excite 
our wonder, that a machine, even with all the advantage of 
the perfecting skill of an able engraver, should give the 
play of light and shade with such admirable effect, mark 
distinctly with different tints, the several faces of a cameo, 
and express with apparently equal success, the high relief 

^ M. Schoelcher, 
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of some gemsj and the extreme and delicate tenuity of 
others. 

Passing over the . series of Parthenon (or Elgin), and 
Phigalian marbles, which has been announced for republi- 
cation in England, with some important modifications, 
we come to the second great division of the “ Trisor"^ or 
that containing 

Monuments oe Middle-age and Modern Art. 

If it be true that the history of art, by its monuments^ has 
been too much neglected, generally, it is especially so with 
regard to that particular period of the history which ex- 
tends from the decay of art about the fourth century, down 
to the dawn of its revival in the eleventh, — and indeed 
much later, — a period of little less than a thousand years. 
Monuments of the former part of this period, displaying a 
state of art, degraded indeed, but by no means devoid of 
interest, are to be found if searched for, but the search is 
dijfficult and laborious in a high degree, notwithstanding the 
labour of such men as Montfau9on, and his worthy 
brethren in France ; of Dugdale and others in England, 
in collecting; and of D’Agincourt, and other recent writers, 
chiefly abroad, in examining and arranging the monu- 
ments collected. And, in truth, the early history of the 
revival itself, the works of the men of the twelfth, thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries, are hardly less neglected, 
as to any continuous and comprehensive view of them, than 
are those of the darker ages. Yet what study can be more 
interesting than to watch the first appearances of improve- 
ment, — to perceive or return to nature as the model for 
imitation; to note the development of an intense devo- 
tion to art, as the handmaid of religion,— to look on men 
of every class, displaying anxiety for its cultivation and 
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progress, — to see cities just emancipated from feudal bon- 
dage, vying with each other as much in arts as in arms, — 
to recognize everywhere a spirit of the most earnest and 
noble emulation. 

The history of these early ages of the revival, and of 
those which preceded, must be sought from multifarious 
sources : among the most important are monumental effi- 
gies, bas-reliefs, seals, and coins. Many tombs still give 
us very fair ideas of the state, both of painting and sculp- 
ture at the time of their erection. Among those in France 
for instance, that of Dagobert, executed by order of Saint 
Louis, displays remarkable simplicity and naivete of form ; 
the draperies are really beautiful, those especially of the 
Christ in the pediment, and of the figures of Clovis IL, 
and Queen Nantedield. A considerable number of tombs, 
porches, &c., and many single bas-reliefs of this period, ^ — 
from the eleventh to the fourteenth centuries, still existing 
in France, are well deserving of attention for their sculp- 
ture; and thanks to the establishment by the French 
government of an office for the inspection of the National 
monuments of art and history, means are now taken for 
their efficient preservation. As M. Vilet, the able archae- 
ologist charged with the formation of a systematic cata- 
logue of these monuments, and with the duty of pointing 
out to the government the best means for their future 
protection from decay, has at different times made valuable 
reports to the minister of the interior, on the progress of 
his labours, we may reasonably expect at no distant period 
to see a worthy collection of these important contributions, 
towards the history of art. 

In this respect, too, there are few materials more inter- 
esting than the early Seals of kings, barons, monasteries, 
corporations &c., which yet remain in considerable num- 
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bers. In its second great division, the Tresor de Numis- 
matique contains four collections of this kind: 1. The Seals 
of the Kings and Queens of England, from Edward the 
Confessor ; 2. those of the Kings and Queens of France 
from Dagobert the First; — both of which are brought 
down to the present time and are completed ; 3. the Seals 
of the great feudatories of the French Crown; and, 4. 
those of various municipal bodies, monasteries, &c. The 
two last are now in course of publication. These seals 
appear to be engraved with extreme fidelity, enabling us 
to trace step by step the progress of design with all the 
certainty of contemporary records. Generally it may be 
said, that those of the twelfth century and earlier are very 
stiiSF, and abound with emblems, chiefly religious. In the 
next century they have more breadth and freedom, often 
display good drawing, and a beautiful minuteness in t^ 
details, more or less well subordinated to the general effect 
of the design : in this last respect, and also for fineness of 
touch in the execution, the English seals have a decided 
superiority over the French of the same period, as the 
editor of the latter has himself remarked. Coming down 
to the fourteenth and succeeding centuries, we find them 
loaded with ornament, often grotesque and strangely com- 
bined. The draperies are sometimes extremely simple and 
graceful. 

The Coins of the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth cen- 
turies, offer vivid representations of the strife between 
sovereigns and barons; — between ecclesiastical power and 
the secular; — between the old imperial authority, and the 
rising spirit of independence ; by which those ages were 
characterized. The coins of the prelates begin to bear the 
insignia of power ; those of the cities assume their respec- 
tive and peculiar types, and those of the emperors are 
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more and more adorned with the emblems of their state, 
as their real power declined. But in respect of art, these 
coins are barbarous enough ; and there is but little temp- 
tation to commence a Numismatic collection before the 
close of the fourteenth or beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
turies. Some authors indeed have given medals of the 
popes, almost without a break from Saint Peter downwards. 
But even those embraced within the few years between 
1400, and the election of Martin V. i, e- Innocent VIL 
Gregory XII. John XIII. and Alexander V. are not con- 
temporary, although they were probably struck after authen- 
tic portraits. The othei's are of course mere fabrications 
from portraits for the most part imaginary. The authentic 
medals of the popes, may therefore be considered as com- 
mencing with Martin V. (elected 1417,) of whom there is 
a medal by Pisanello, the renowned head of the Italian 
school of medallists. Of the works of this school, two 
series containing nearly an equal number, being a selection 
from the medals of the popes, are given in the Tresor de 
Numismatique. A finer Numismatic collection cannot be 
conceived; they not only present a beautiful series of 
portraits, but many of the reverses are admirable composi- 
tions. 

The earliest medals, it must be remembered, which we 
meet with in bronze and silver, are nothing more than care- 
ful impressions of the ordinary seals retouched ; the waxen 
seals being simply casts from a mould ; although often, on 
important occasions, impressions in gold were attached to 
charters: when, at the revival of art, the beautiful por- 
traits of the Roman emperors, excited the desire to pro- 
duce, by a similar method, the effigies of the illustrious men 
of the age, the art of sinking dies in steel was yet unknown, 
as was also the coining press, to which alone we owe the 
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perfection of our largest pieces. The artists, therefore; 
who were the first to attempt to imitate the medals of the 
ancients, went to work by the same process as the engraver 
of seals ; their medals being, in fact, mere casts from moulds. 
But as the results of this process were coarse, and full of air 
bubbles and inequalities of surface, the artists or their 
pupils were compelled to retouch with the graver those 
impressions which were selected for the higher purpose. 

This very imperfect mode of casting and chasing 
medallions, was the only one in use either in Italy or 
France, until the end of the fifteenth century. At the com- 
mencement of the sixteenth, Victor Camel, having in- 
vented the art of sinking dies in steel, the number of 
medals struck with the coining press soon exceeded that of 
the medals cast and chased, which however continued in 
partial use, during the whole of this century; and indeed 
at this very period Germany produced some examples of 
exceeding beauty. But it was in Italy, between 1440 and 
1500, that the art most eminently flourished, and Victor 
Pisanello was its most celebrated professor. 

Little more is known of this remarkable man, than that 
he was a Veronese, and had required great reputation 
as a painter. He may be said, indeed, to have disputed 
with Masaccio the glory of having given to painting the 
greatest impulse which it received during the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Vasari, and many others, especially commend him 
for having first dared to make bold foreshortings, and to 
design horses and other animals, with freedom and truth- 
fulness. Pisanello’s paintings have indeed almost entirely 
disappeared, but the reverses of his medallions abundantly 
verify the eulogiums which have been lavished upon him. 
Nothing, however, proves more fully his great influence 
upon his age, than the school of able engravers which he 
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founded in Verona, the place of his nativity, and which 
became the means of diffusing the ai't amongst the neigh- 
bouring cities. It did not cross the Appenines until a later 
period. 

In the seventeenth century, when the art of casting and 
chasing medallions had fallen into disuse throughout Italy, 
Dupr6 and Warin conferred new lustre upon it in France, 
which until their time had been content to follow Italy at a 
considerable distance; it was now fairly placed amongst 
the nations in the first rank of modern medallic art. 

The first of these men, George Dupre, is known only by 
his works. It is plain, by the subjects he has treated, and 
the portraits we owe to his graver, that he enjoyed much 
favour with the illustrious men of the kingdom, and that 
his reputation extended even into Italy; but contemporary 
writers observe a strict silence concerning him, as they do 
concerning too many of the artists of that age. 

Jean Varin, or Warin, who it is believed was the pupil 
of Diipr4, was thought by Perrault worthy of being inserted 
in his list of illustrious men of France. From him we learn, 
that Warin was a Fleming ; that having entered the service 
of the Count de Rochfort as a page, he was soon distin- 
guished by Richelieu, who enabled him to obtain letters of 
naturalization, and entrusted to him the new coinage of the 
kingdom. From this period until his death (August 26, 1672) 
all the types of the French coins were executed by Warin, 
he having succeeded to the post of director-general of the 
French mint. At a later period, when the mint had been 
removed to the Louvre, he added to this title that of 

Chief Engraver of Dies.” He died by assassination at 
the age of sixty-eight. 

The vrorks of these great artists, distinguished alike by 
their number and their extraordinary.merit, form of them- 
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selves the second volume of the series of French Medals, 
extending from Charles VIL to Louis XVIL,” contained 
in the Tresor de Numismatique ; the first volume bringing 
the art down to the period of lienry IV., and therefore in- 
cluding all the productions of the revival^ the most important 
of which, as we have already observed, possess a real and 
important interest, as forming memorials both of the state 
of art, of events often involved in more or less obscurity, 
and of personages whose portraits they only, in many cases, 
have been the means of preserving to our own times. The 
present is the first complete collection of French medals 
ever made. 

Of the Italian medals of the schools and of the popes? 
the first volume of the former series appears to be the most 
beautiful, though it is not an easy point to decide. The 
only fault we are disposed to find is with the text, which is 
not so ample and explanatory as it might have been made ; 
and the objection applies perhaps with most force to the 
medals of the popes, in which we sometimes miss even the 
names of artists, which a little more research might have 
discovered, — a point which should not be passed over as 
unimportant. It has been justly observed, that the interest 
of a medal is much increased if, in meeting with it, we 
remember some biographical anecdote with which it is con- 
nected, as is the case, for instance, with the papal medal 
on plate vi., wherewith, as Cellini tells us in his Memoirs, 
he paid Clement VII, for pardoning the assassination of 
Pompeo, the goldsmith. 

The next series of the Tresor^ which we notice as apply- 
ing chiefly, though not exclusively, to the middle ages, is 
the collection of bas-reliefs and ornaments, or “ Melanges 
Typoglyptiques^' which includes gems, armour, furniture, 
and carvings of various kinds. 
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The jfirst part of this work (in ten livraisons) contains 
about one hundred and forty subjects^ comprised in forty 
plates. Of these somewhat more than half are works of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and there are a few of 
earlier date, such as the cover of Charles the Bald’s copy of 
the Evangelists^ a carving in ivory, of the ninth century; 
the famous diptich of the consul Anastasius, in the sixth 
century, of which I shall speak presently, and other similar 
curiosities; there are also many specimens of Turkish, 
Pei'sian, and Indian art. The armour of the sixteenth 
century, originally in the gallery of Sedan, engraved on 
plates xxi. xxii. and xxiii. are among the very finest exam- 
ples I have ever seen, and w^ould make admirable studies 
for design. The figures and ornaments are in bas-relief, 
and smooth ; the ground is matted to increase the effect of 
relief. There is also, on plate iv., a very curious frontlet 
from a suit of armour which belonged to the Emperor 
Charles VI., now preserved in the Artillery Museum at 
Paris; and some fragments of another finely wrought 
suit, in the same Museum, ascribed to the Marshal de 
Themines. 

The diptich of the consul Anastasius, one of the most 
remarkable specimens, in an historical point of view, given 
in the work, was for a long period preserved in the cathe- 
dral of Bruges : at the Revolution, it was transferred to the 
Royal Library of Paris, and is now engraved on the seven- 
teenth plate of the present work. Diptichs, or, as the 
Romans called them, pugillares^ were, it will be remem- 
bered, in common use throughout the Roman empire as 
presents, interchanged among friends, especially at the com- 
mencement of the year; and among the persons whom 
usage laid under the obligation of sending these presents 
in considerable numbers, the consuls, who at that period 
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entered upon the duties of their office, were, of course, 
pi’ominent. When, under the empire, the consulate was 
reduced to little more than an honorary distinction, and 
the consuls chosen from amongst those citizens who could 
disburse the greatest sums in giving spectacles and largesses 
to the people, an obligation of this sort became still more 
rigorous ; and the consular diptichs may fairly be considered 
as monuments of the first magistracy of Rome degraded to 
be the plaything of personal vanity. 

The consuls, says the editor of the Tresor^ distri- 
buted diptichs to the people ; sent them to the senate of 
Rome, to the cities and churches, and to their friends and 
relatives in the provinces. Gaul, in common with other 
parts of the empire, received a great number of them : the 
magistrates, the churches, even the kings of the Franks, 
obtained them from Constantinople. The diptichs of 
Bruges and of Liege, belonging to the same consul, and to 
the same year (517), did not, it is true, form part of the 
presents sent in 508, by the Emperor Anastasius to Clovis, 
with the insignia of the honorary consulate ; but a similar 
means may have brought into France others of the same 
kind. However this may have been, whether the churches 
became directly the depositaries of the consular diptichs, or 
the lay donors sent them, for pious reasons, to the metro- 
politan churches or convents, it is at least certain that from 
a very remote period, they were wont to be placed upon 
the altars, and to occupy a place of some importance in the 
celebration of tbe holy sacrifice. Perhaps a symbolic rela- 
tion was established between the honours of the consul and 
the triumpher, represented in all their pomp upon the dip- 
tichs, and the honours, not less splendid, which the tem- 
poral power lavished on the priesthood: thus the pallium 
with which prelates were invested was borrowed from the 
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consular vestment. It is also possible that the diptichs 
may have been adopted by the church only as objects of 
luxury and decoration ; consecrated by the clergy to pious 
uses, as it had consecrated vases covered with the attributes 
of paganism, and adorned the shrines of saints with gems 
representing mythological scenes, or the portraits of the 
emperors. ^ But without attempting to solve these 
difficult questions, it is sufficient for our purpose to state, 
as an acknowledged fact, that those diptiches were employed 
in the prayers and ceremonies of the church, and were used 
for the inscription of the formula of worship, of the names 
of saints invoked at the moment of consecration, and those 
of bishops mentioned in entreaties to God for the salvation 
of the departed faithful.” 

The diptich of Anastasius, distinguished by the name of 
the Bruges diptich, engraved in this work, bears only the 
names of the bishops, with the duration of the pontificate 
of each; the most ancient name, VRSINVS -ANNOS* XXVII, 
being inscribed on the first leaf; that of Liege, besides a 
similar list of bishops, on one of its internal faces, contains 
on the other the prayer of oblation, and a list of the saints, 
protectors of the church. Saint Gregory (in his sacrament) 
gives the prayer for the defunct bishop, super diptyclia^ an^^ 
the liturgists of the ninth century, such as Alcuin,^ mention 
already as an ancient usage, usus fidt antiquorum^ which the 
Roman church had preserved, that of reciting the names of 
the deceased from the diptichs. Many are the controver- 
sies we find recorded in the Concilia, as to whether or not 
the names of bishops who had disgraced themselves should 
be retained on these tablets. 

The diptich of Bruges bears on its two external faces the 


^ De Dis. Off. xL 
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names and titles of the consul, whose liberality it com- 
memorates on the one side, FLavivs .ANASTATIVS* 
PAVLVS * PROBYS • SABINIANvs • POMPEIVS • ANASTA- 
TIYS; on the other, VIR* INLvsteis * COMes ' DOMES- 
TICORvm • EQVITvm . ET . CONSvl . ORDINarivs. This 
profusion of proper names was in the taste of the Byzantine 
court; a way of proving nobility by recapitulating the 
names of ancestors. In this system, contrary to that of the 
Romans of the republic, the appellative name of the per- 
sonage was placed the last, the name of his father immedi- 
ately preceding it; the consul of these diptichs was named 
Anastasius, and was the son of Pompey. The titles pre- 
ceding that of consul show the offices with which he had 
been invested prior to his elevation to the consulate. 

These diptichs of Bruges and of Liege have served to 
correct an important error made by the early collectors of 
the consular records, on the authority of an inscription in 
the Justinian code, in placing a fourth consulate of the 
Emperor Anastasius, in 517, the 27th year of his reign. 
It has been made evident by their examination, that besides 
the three certain consulates of this emperor, there was 
indeed, during his reign, a fourth consulate in the same 
name, but that the last Anastasius was not the emperor, 
although one of the imperial family. Of the various con- 
jectures concerning the precise place of this consul in the 
family, the present editor of the diptichs adopts that of 
Diicange,^ and founds thereon his explanation of the figures 
seen upon the monument. This explanation, although 
interesting, would occupy too much space. 

The twelfth plate presents a curious marriage-coffer, 
damasked or inlaid in gold and silver, from the cabinet of 


^ Families Byzantines y p. S6. 
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M. de Montville; but without a single descriptive or Ex- 
planatory word in the text concerning either its subject, 
date, or history ; a defect of which we have often to com- 
plain, the letter-press of this work being by far the least 
satisfactory of all that is before us. With such materials as 
the proprietors of the Tresor have at their command, and 
such means of turning them to the best account, it would 
have been much better to have formed two separate works, 
one for specimens of oriental art and other speciniens of a 
miscellaneous character; the other exclusively for those 
which illustrate the art of the middle ages, and of the re- 
vival, which might then have had a systematic text, showing 
the real bearings of the several monuments upon the history 
of that art. Such a work would be valuable indeed, and 
would diffiise much truer notions as to the sources whence 
the men of the revival really drew their greatness, and as 
to the sort of patronage by which they were aided and 
encouraged in their labours, than are often met with. 

But taking the present collection of these interesting 
monuments just as it is, it may safely be pronounced far 
superior to anything of the same kind which has hitherto 
appeared. Many articles contained in it I would gladly 
notice at greater length; but at present I must content 
myself with observing that, among the rest, a number of 
very choice cameos and intaglios, exquisitely engraved 
(plates xiii. to xvi.), some bas-reliefs, both curious and 
beautiful, chiefly of the sixteenth century (plates xxv. to 
xxviii.), and the very fine has-reliefs from the bronze gates 
of Saint Peter’s at Rome (plates xxix. to xxxii.) will dese^e 
minute examination. 

A second series of the work is now iB courte of publica- 
tion, which may perhaps afford m opportunity of returning 
to the subject 
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The length to which, this article has extended prevents 
me from noticing the third division of this great work, con- 
taining monuments of contemporaneous history, including 
a complete series of the very remarkable medals of the 
French Revolution of 1789. Another series, containing 
the medals of the Emperor Napoleon, and of the French 
empire, has been already introduced to the English public. 

E. E. 


XL 


PROPOSAL FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
DECIMAL DIVISION IN MONEY. 

Bv I. P. Cory, Esq. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, May 24, 1838.] 

The introduction of a decimal , division in weights and 
measures, and in money, has been a subject of frequent 
speculation : but the manifest advantages it presents have 
hitherto been very properly disregarded, as more than 
counterbalanced by the evils which would be inflicted by 
any tampering with the currency, and by the confusion 
which would be introduced among all contracts and ac- 
counts. But as the actual state of our coinage at the 
present moment affords some remarkable facilities, which 
are augmented by the commencement of a new reign, I 
cannot forbear submitting to public consideration a pro- 
posal, by which the decimal division may, without difficulty, 
be introduced into all monetary concerns, and at once 
adopted by all persons who may choose to take advantage 
of it ; without the least interruption to others who prefer 
the present practice; without withdrawing a single coin 
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from circulation ; and without disturbing a single contract 
or account. 

We have now in common circulation two different kinds 
of pennies: one of these, the common penny, is much 
smaller than the other, and weighs about four farthings; 
while the other, the great penny of George the Third, 
weighs more than five farthings, and is intrinsically worth 
at least a farthing more than the small penny; and the 
circumstance of these two pennies being in common circu- 
lation, affords the present facilities for adopting the decimal 
division. 

The proposition is simply this, — to strike two new coins 
in silver, with new denominations — the first equal in value 
to two shillings, being one-tenth part of a pound, and the 
other equal in value to the tenth part of this two-shilling- 
piece, and to proclaim it equal to ten farthings ; and to 
proclaim also that the great or old penny shall henceforth 
pass for five farthings, leaving the small penny still to cir- 
culate at four. 

Most sovereigns have given their own names to any new 
coins which have originated in their reigns. And as the 
Jacobus, Louis, Napoleon, Paul, and Carlin are common 
coins, we might designate one of the proposed new coins, a 
Victorin. But upon the present occasion I shall, for per- 
spicuity, denominate the two-shilling-piece a Florin, as the 
name of the foreign coin nearest in value, and, indeed, a 
name not unknown in the English coinage ; and the other 
I shall at present call a Stiver,^ though, in former times, 
the double-penny passed in the northern parts of this island 
under the name of a Bodle. 

We should, then, by striking these two pieces, and such 

^ The Sterling was a coin once in use, and is an appropriate 
name for a silver coin. 
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a proclamation, /without further difficulty, have the coinage 
thus arranged : 

10 Farthings == 1 Stiver. 

10 Stivers = 1 Florin. 

10 Florins = 1 Pound. 

The Pound would therefore be equal to 10 Florins, to 100 
Stivers, or 1000 Farthings. 

The shilling would remain as the half florin, and 20 in 
the pound, and equal to 10 great pence ; the sixpence as 
the quarter florin, equal to five great pence ; the groat as 
the sixth, and the stiver as the tenth part of the florin. 
The great penny would be the half stiver of five farthings ; 
the small penny would remain at four farthings ; and the 
halfpenny would remain at two farthings. 

This position, therefore, combines within itself both the 
new and the old system of notation. Every contract and 
account would remain precisely as they now stand. Every 
person might calculate in whichever notation he thought 
proper ; and every transfer of an account from one system 
of notation into the other, could be effected with singular 
facility. The decimal division would gradually supersede 
the other without the slightest shock ; and, notwithstanding 
the decimal division, it combines the practical advantage of 
having the silver coinage divided into halves, quarters, 
thirds, and tenths, and the copper divided into halves, 
quarters, thirds, and fifths. 

The real and actual alteration, however, that is proposed 
in the coinage is this,— That the pound shall consist here- 
after of 1000 farthings instead of 960; the florin, or two- 
shilling-piece, of 100 farthings, instead of 96 ; and, therefore, 
the shilling of 50 instead of 48; and, consequently, the 
change for the sixpence would be 25 farthings instead of 24. 
And this is a concern of very small importance; for the fact is, 
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that the copper money, not being a legal tender, except for 
pence, is not current at its intrinsic, but at a conventional, 
value ; and the silver sixpence is intrinsically worth about 
36 farthings, instead of the 24 for which it nominally 
passes. And, indeed, practically, we are daily in the habit 
of receiving between 24 and 33 farthings for every sixpence 
that we change, according to whether the change consists of 
the small or the great pence ; and it is rare that we do not 
receive 25 farthings for the sixpence : the alteration, there* 
fore, in this respect, is practically of but little importance, 
especially when we recollect that in those retail concerns in 
which copper money is chiefly received, it is not uncommon 
to give for five shillings in silver 62 or 63 pence instead of 60. 

I deem it scarcely necessary to advert to the manifest 
advantages resulting from the decimal division of the coin*- 
age ; it clears away at once all the intricacies of the money 
sums, by reducing them to simple arithmetical sums, ob- 
viating the necessity of reduction and fractions in almost 
every case, and, in fact, rendering every arithmetical com- 
putation, in which shillings and pence are involved, as 
simple as if they were omitted ; but in all transactions of 
foreign exchanges, interest, and accounts, afibrding facilities 
which can only be appreciated by commercial men. I need 
mention but one example to convey to every one a sense of 
its importance : — If we write down the first six integers, 
1 2 3, 4 5 6, as a number, we put, between the 3 and the 4, 
a comma, cutting off the three last figures ; and, supposing 
these six integers to express a sum of moneys the same 
comma, or a point, will then divide the pounds from the 
fractional parts of a pound; and the same figures will 
express the sum in pounds, in florins, in stivers, or in 
farthings, without further adjustment or alteration, as 123 
pounds, 4 florins, 5 stivers, and 6 farthings, or. as 123,456 
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farthings, or as 1234 florins, and 56 farthings, or in any terms 
we may think proper to express it. And if it be required 
to transfer this sum from the new to the old notation, it is 
done at once by taking the pounds as they stand, doubling 
the florins, and adjusting the farthings; and it stands at 
once, in the old notation, at 123/., 8 shillings, and 66 far- 
things, that is, 14 pence, making 1287. 9^. 2d, And the 
inverse reduction of this is performed by retaining the 
pounds, halving the shillings, and adjusting the farthings, 
viz. 123 retained as pounds, the half of 9s,^ viz. 4, as the 
florins, and the residue, viz. Is, 2d,^ reduced into farthings, 
gives again the 56, which is the same as 5 stivers and 6 
farthings as before. 

I should be unwilling to close this paper without advert- 
ing to the advantage which might be derived from a general 
conmntion dollar of all the civilized kingdoms, bearing the 
insignia of each separate kingdom upon its obverse, and 
some general conventional symbol upon its reverse. And 
if we should coin a 4 shilling dollar, we should s<^ nearly 
agree with the five franc piece, of France, the convention 
dollar current in Austria, Saxony, and Bohemia, and with 
the dollar of Sicily and Naples, that but little adjustment 
would be necessary between these kingdoms. With Spain 
and America, whose dollars are somewhat larger, and in 
greater circulation, more difficulty presents itself; but if 
England were to strike a 4 shilling dollar, it would not 
only facilitate our commerce as an instrument of exchange, 
but would eventually become the basis upon which a general 
convention dollar would ere long be current through the 
world. 

^ Wlienever the shillings happen to he of an odd number, the 
sum carried to the farthings must of course always consist of Is, or 
48 farthings, rendering the transfer almost as easy, both ways, as 
if there was nothing carried. 
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XIL 

PENNY OF REGNALD. 



For the drawing of the above interesting fragment we 
are indebted to the Very Reverend the Dean of Saint 
Patrick’s^ Dublin, Regnald is twice or thrice mentioned in 
the Chronicles^ but very little is known of him or his reign. 
The first notice is a. n. 924, where he is called Reynold, 
the son of Guthfrith. In the year 944 he was, with Anlaf, 
driven out of Northumberland. The present fragment is 
of considerable interest, as it indisputably connects Regnald 
with Sithric and Anlaf, both kings of Dublin. A coin of 
Sithric, precisely similar to this, is figured in the Earl of 
Pembroke's Plates, and in the 11th plate of Ruding there is 
one (the only one known) of Anlaf, the son of Sithric. It 
is therefore very probable that the three coins are all of 
Irish origin. 


XIII. 

PENNIES OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 

Sir, 

I BEG to submit to you two pennies of William 
the Conqueror, or his son Rufus, though, in all probability, 
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the appropriation to the father is the correct one. The 
first reads, PILLEMV • REX ; reverse, S , . RIC, (perhaps 
Sodric) ON * GILBFRD ; the other, PILLELM * REX * L ; 
reverse, ELFPINE * ON * RVDILI. Both bear the letters, 
P* A* X* S in the compartments of the cross, on the reverse; 
and both appear to be fresh from the die ; the latter coin 
is particularly well struck up, and there can be no doubt as 
to the reading of either, as you will perceive on inspection. 

These coins constituted a part of the Beaworth Trea- 
sure, so elaborately and ably described and analyzed by 
Mr, Hawkins, in the 26th volume of the Archoeologia; and 
their portraits are similar to No. 9, in his plate, though the 
legends of the head-side differ from that example, which 
reads, PILLELM ' REX. 

I am not aware of any other specimen of a coin struck at 
Guildford, and apprehend that it furnishes the only existing 
proof of a mint having been worked at that place, which, 
under the Saxon monarchy, appears to have held more 
relative importance than at the present time. Camden 
says, that Guildford was a royal vill, and probably the resi- 
dence of Alfred, where, at the time of his writing, were an 
old palace going to decay and the ruins of a large old 
castle with considerable outworks. The Conqueror states 
it, in his survey, to contain 75 or houses, and 175 
homines; but the establishment of a mint is not noticed. 

In the Analysis of the Beaworth Treasure before alluded 
to, Mr. Hawkins ascribes to Huntingdon, a coin reading 
ELPINE* ON- HVDIN; but in a note observes, that the 
first letter resembling an R. as much as an H,, it may be 
read, RVDIN. for Rhuddlaw, but that from the name of 
the moneyer, Huntingdon is the probable reading. The 
piece which accompanies this, distinctly reading, ^ RVDILI, 
sets, I think, that question at rest, and restores the coin in 
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the Museum to its true location. The names of the 
monejerSy Jclfwincy onHVT^ (Huntingdon), and Elfwine 
on EVDILI, certainly resemble each other very closely, and 
may even be looked upon as identical, when the variations 
of Saxon orthography are considered; but the lengthened 
word Riidili shows the distinction between the two money- 
ers, and brings the more abbreviated coin to its actual 
mintage. 

On looking at the list of mints^ affording the Pax Type, 
as given by Mr. Hawkins, one is struck with the excess 
in their number, over those extracted by Rudiiig from 
Domesday Book. These amount to 25 only, whilst those 
(including Guildford and R-huddlaw) extend to about 63, 
though there is no reason to doubt the accuracy of that 
extract. The mints of the Conqueror’s almost immediate 
predecessors, Canute and Edward the Confessor, were 
almost as numerous as his; Ruding furnishing 58 locations 
for the one, and 55 for the other of those two monarchs, is 
the cause of this great diminution, attributable to the gra- 
dually declining state of the country under the Conqueror’s 
general government, or to the devastation which he is said 
to have inflicted upon it after Guater’s rebellion ? If the 
latter surmise should be thought the most probable, it would 
afford an additional inducement to suppose that this type 
had been adopted immediately after the insurrection was 
put down, and before carrying into execution the vindictive 
measures then contemplated. The word pax might be only 
intended to lull the apprehensions of his subjects, and 
render them easier victims to the despot’s vengeance. With 
respect to the orthography of this word on the Conqueror’s 

^ By the bye, I have another of these pennies, tending to cor- 
roborate, if needful, the location of this piece to Huntingdon, by 
the addition of a letter ; it reads, JBLFWINE ON HUTI." 
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money, we possess a spelling of equal signification, perhaps, 
on that of the Confessor, who no doubt adapted the letters 
P • A ' C • X to the pronunciation of the word pax^ but for 
the evident purpose of filling up the quarters of the cross : 
so William, or rather his minister of all work, Lanfranc, 
omitting the C, added the S to pax^^ in all probability 
with the like design, or it might be that the Italian arch- 
bishop had noticed a Quinarius of the iEmilia family, or 
a Denarius of Galba, respectively bearing that archaismus, 
or antiquated mode of spelling the word, ^ J, B. 


XIV. 

CAST-DIES FOR MEDALS, 


Sir, 

Although I quite concur with you in the pro- 
priety of closing your door to the admission of further per- 
sonalities respecting M, Pistrucci, I think you ought not to 
extend the prohibition to the discussion of the merits and 
ejBRciency of any process by which it is contended that the 
Numismatic art may be facilitated and improved. A process 
has been announced, by which it is said, that great improve- 
ments are to be effected in the production of medals. Your 
correspondent, J. W. B., asserts, that “ its practical utility 
has been established, and that its originality remains unim- 
peached.” I diSer from him upon both points, but I do 
not mean to discuss the question of originality; it is by 
facts alone that it can be decided, and your columns are 
not the proper place for the discussion. My object at pre- 
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sent is only with the efficiency and practical utility of the 
process ; and if that is defective, there is very little chance 
of the imperfections being remedied unless they be clearly 
pointed out, and candidly admitted. The process has been 
described to the public by Mr. Hamilton, Mr. W. Baddeley, 
and J. W. B. ; and I will here recapitulate the various steps 
of the process in which they all concur. 

1. A wax model. 

2. A plaster mould from the wax model. 

3 . A plaster cast from this mould. 

4. A sand mould from the plaster cast. 

5. An iron cast from the sand mould. 

6. A steel die struck from the iron cast. 

7. A medal struck from the steel die. 

It is not necessary to advert to the modifications of this 
process, which the artist would adopt, in order to produce 
a die without the intervention of a punch, or to make a 
seal instead of a medal. The principle, in any case, is the 
same. 

Having stated the various steps of the process, as de- 
scribed by the three gentlemen, let us see what each says 
as to the probable results. Mr. Hamilton says, it will 
“make the medal identically the same with the original 
model in wax, an operation by which the beauty and per- 
fection of the master’s design are at once transferred to any 
metal.” “ The work will in all points be, in an instant, an 
exact fac simile of the original conception of the artist, 
instead of representing, as at present, merely the handi- 
work of the engraver, copied from such original.” “ We 
may possibly be led by it to discover the mode by which 
the artists of antiquity succeeded in producing those beau- 
tiful coins, in which the softness and boldness of the fleshy 
parts have never yet been equalled by any modern engraver 
on steel.” 
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Mr. Baddeley magnifies by the veil of obscurity the im- 
portance of the processj observingj that “what the real 
value of this discovery is, or when the useful application of 
the fact then established will stop, it is at present wholly 
impossible to imagine.’^ “ One effect will be to make die 
sinkers more of artists^ and less of mechanics^ to wield the 
graver Zm, but the pencil moi^e skilfidli/,^ 

J. W. B. says, that as the die (i. e. the iron cast, accord- 
ing to his mode of describing the process,) “ is a fac simile 
of the wax model, the medal itself will also be a faithful 
representation of the same original ; and, in consequence, 
will exhibit all those delicate touches — will reflect all 
the feeling, and softness, and freedom of manipulation, 
which a good artist well knows how to impart to a plastic 
material such as wax, but which the rigid steel stubbornly 
resists, or unwillingly receives.'^ He also suggests, “that 
we have at last discovered the means by which the ancients 
effected such wonders in this department of art” 

Now, Sir, in the description of the process, we may admit 
that these gentlemen have spoken the truth, and nothing 
but the truth; but not one of them has spoken the whole 
truth. They have all omitted that part of the process 
which, in the present state of the arts, is necessary to pro- 
duce a fine medal or seal, and which process at once anni- 
hilates all their beautiful visions of “fac similes of the wax 
model,” “ the delicate touches,” “ the feeling,” “ the soft- 
ness,” “ the beauty and perfection of the master’s design,” 
which are important to a plastic material, but “ w’hich the 
rigid steel stubbonily resists.” Upon reference to the de- 
scription, it will be seen that the success of the process, the 
beautiful results promised to us, entirely depend upon the 
iron cast ; the medal cannot be better than that cast ; it is 
not probable that it will be quite so good. The three gen- 
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tlemen all refer to the Berlin casts, in iron, as of great 
excellence, and I therefore conclude that those casts are 
the finest which have been produced in that metal ; and 
that, consequently, we have no reason to look for medals 
produced by this process more perfect than the Berlin casts. 
I have taken some pains to see a great number of these 
Berlin productions, and, though they are of great beauty, 
I have not seen one which would satisfy me as a punch for 
a medal die, without being worked over entirely by the 
hand of the engraver, which would entirely annihilate the 

delicate touches,’’ “ the fac simile,” of the master’s 
hand upon the plastic material, and reduce it to, what 
Mr. Hamilfcon calls, the “ mere handiwork of the engraver.” 
Mr. Hamilton, indeed, in his description, mildly observes : 

Of course, it will be necessary, previous to the die being 
used, for the artist to polish the surface.” This is a very 
tame and defective account of the operation which it would 
be necessary to perform upon even the most perfect Berlin 
cast I have ever had the good fortune to examine, in order 
to produce a satisfactory meaal die. The very best would 
require to be entirely worked over; and I therefore con- 
sider the process to be inapplicable to medal-making, in 
the present state of our skill in the art of casting. 

I am quite aware that this stafement of my opinion may 
be met by the assertions of Mr. Baddeley, that Pistrucci 
has perfected his process, and has recently made a valuable 
practical application of his invention also by the mention 
of ‘^Hhe exceedingly beautiful process now successfully 
matured;” and also by that of J. W. B., that Pistrucci has 
established the practical utility of his invention.” The 
practical application here referred to by those gentlemen, 
is the seal of the Duchy of Lancaster, in which Mr. Bad- 
deley says, there is an exquisite softness and boldness of 
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relief, in many parts of this seal, not attainable in an 
engraved die.*” Now, Sir, the Lancaster seal is so far from 
being a proof of the success of the process, as described by 
those gentlemen, that it is a proof that the entire working 
over of the iron cast, which they have omitted to mention, 
is absolutely necessary. The seal is the result of engraving^ 
and whatever exquisite softness,” &c. &c., it possesses, was 
attained by engraving, Mr. Hamilton frequently exhibited the 
iron cast, and the die made from it ; it was unfinished, but 
the cast had been worked over in all parts, except where 
the depressions in the cast had not left metal enough to work 
upon ; these depressions in the cast would, of course, occa- 
sion deviations in the die, which must have been removed 
by the engraver, so that in the specimen so triumphantly 
produced by Mr. Hamilton, it was necessary to engrave 
both upon the cast and upon the die. The Lancaster seal, 
then, in its present state, was not produced by this process; 
and Pistrucci himself must have been so well satisfied that 
the process had not yet been “ successfully matured,” that 
he did not use it in his execution of the coronation medal. 

Lamenting and disapproving the tone which has been 
assumed in the discussion of the merits of this process, and 
especially the unjust and unfounded aspersions upon the 
family of the chief engraver at the Mint, so unnecessarily 
introduced, I have hesitated to address you upon the sub- 
ject. But thinking that it would be useful, especially to 
young artists, to caution them against being misled by the 
strong expressions of partial friends, I have wished to make 
them acquainted with the whole truth, that they may not 
be discouraged if they should fail to produce, by the pro- 
cess as described, the same smoothness of surface which 
they may j)6rceive upon impressions from the Lancaster 
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seal I wish, also, to turn their attention most strongly to 
the subject of casting, because upon it depends entirely the 
success of the process. When we can produce a cast in 
hard metal, possessing the sharpness, freshness, and polish 
of a well-struck medal, we may then, but not till then, 
consider the process, be it new or old, as successfully 
matured.” Cautus. 


XV. 


THE COINS OF CARAUSIUS AND ALLECTUS. 

The numerous coins struck by Carausius and his successor 
in Britain, deserve more attention than has hitherto been 
bestowed on them. It is worthy of observation, that 
although the career of Allectus was short, his coins are not 
only as numerous but, upon the whole, are of better execu- 
tion than those of his predecessor. Many coins of Carausius 
are so utterly barbarous as to raise doubts whether they 
were struck by his authority or executed by illiterate 
forgers in remote parts of the island. Vaillant, remarking 
on the types of the money of Allectus says Fortasse Mone- 
tarii festinantes typo aversse partis nummorum Carausii 
usi sunt.”* Of this, however, we require proof. That 
such a practice was common in the Roman mint at the 
period in question there cannot be a doubt, but the coins 
of Allectus do not bear so close a resemblance to those of 

* Num. Imjp.. Eom* tom. iii. p. 67. 
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Carausius, as the latter bear to the coins of the Emperors 
Diocletian and Maximian. Gold coins of Carausius are 
of exceeding rarity : six types are known, but only one is 
to be found in the collection of the British Museum, and 
this was originally purchased at a very high price. No 
private collection in England can boast a gold coin of 
Carausius. Seven types in gold are known of Allectus; and 
some of these are in the cabinets of English collectors. 
Gold coins of Allectus have been found in England, but 
I am not aware, that a gold coin of Carausius has been 
discovered in any part of the island. From this circum- 
stance. as well as from the peculiar style and fabric of the 
very fine gold coin of Carausius in the British Museum, 
I am led to conjecture that it was minted at Boulogne, 
before that place surrendered to Constantius Chlorus. 

A. 
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The New Coinage. — Fkom the Gazette. 

By the Queen — a Proclamation. 

Victoria, R. — ^Whereas we have thought fit to order that cer- 
tain pieces of gold money should he coined, which should be called 
five-pound pieces, each of which should be of the value of one 
hundred shillings, and that each such piece should be of the weight 
of twenty-five pennyweights, sixteen grains, and 3700-10000 troy 
weight, of standard gold ; and that certain other pieces of gold 
money should be coined, which should be called double sovereigns, 
each of which should be of the value of forty shillings, and that 
each of such last-mentioned pieces should be of the weight of ten 
pennyweights, six grains, and 5480-10000 troy weight, of stan- 
dard gold ; and that certain other pieces of gold money should be 
coined, which should be called sovereigns, each of which should 
be of the value of twenty shillings, and that each of such last- 
mentioned pieces should be of the weight of five pennyweights, 
three grains, and 2470-10000 troy weight, of standard gold ; 
and that certain other pieces of gold money should he coined, 
which should be called half sovereigns, each of which should be 
of the value of ten shillings, and that each of such last-mentioned 
pieces should be of the weight of two pennyweights, thirteen 
grains, 6370-10000 troy weight, of standard gold : and we have 
fhrther thought fit to order, that every such five-pound piece 
should have, for the obverse impression, our effigy, with the in- 
cription, Victoria Dei Gratia,’’ and the date of the year; and, 
for the reverse, the ensigns armorial of the Unite‘d Kingdom, con- 
tained in a plain shield, surmounted by the Royal crown, and en- 
circled with a laurel wreath, with the inscription, Britanniarum 
Regina, Fid. Def.,” having the united rose, thistle, and shamrock 
placed under the shield, and, upon the edge of the piece, the 
words, “ Decus etTutamen,” and the words, “ Anno Regni,’^ and 
the year of onr reign ; and that every such double sovereign 
should have the same obverse and reverse impi^ession and inscrip- 
tion in all respects as the five pound piece, with the same words 
on the edge; and that every such sovereign should have the 
same obverse and reverse impression in all respects as the five- 
pound piece, but (instead of the words) should have a graining 
on the edge ; and that every such half-sovereign should have for 
the obverse impression the aforesaid effigy, inscription, and date, 
and for the reverse the ensigns armorid, contained in a shield 
decorated with the same inscription as the five-pound piece, but 
without the wreath, and should have the same graining upon the 
edge as the sovereign ; and we have also thought fit to order, 
that certain pieces of silver money should he coined which should 
he called crowns, and that every such crown should have the same 
voj:. I. s 
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obverse and reverse impression and inscription in all respects as 
the five-pound piece, with the same words on the edge ; and that 
certain other pieces of silver money should be coined, which 
should be called half-crowns, and that every such half-crown 
should have the same obverse and reverse impression and inscrip- 
tion as the crown, hut, instead of the words, a graining upon the 
edge ; and that certain other pieces of silver money should he 
coined, which should he called shillings, and that every such shil- 
ling should have, for the obverse impression, the aforesaid effigy, 
with the inscription, "‘VictoriaDei Gratia, Britannia: Reg, F. B./' 
and, for the reverse, the words, “ One Shilling,’' placed in the 
centre of the piece, having an olive branch on one side, and an 
oak branch on the other, and surmounted by the Royal crown, 
with the date of the year, and a graining on the edge, as used for 
his late Majesty’s coin ; and that certain other pieces of silver 
money should he coined, which should he called sixpences, and 
that every such sixpence should have the same obverse impression 
and inscription as the shilling, and, for the reverse, the word 
'^ Sixpence,” with the olive and oak branch, and date of the year, 
with a graining upon the edge the same as the shiDing ; and that 
certain other pieces of silver money should he coined, which 
should be called groats or foux-pences, and every such groat or 
fourpence should have the same above impressioii and inscription as 
the shining, and should have for the reverse a figure of Britannia 
holding the trident in one hand, and having the other hand placed 
upon a shield impressed with the union cross, and should have 
round the figure the words Four Pence” and the date of the year 
hdow, with a graining on the edge, as used for his late Majesty’s 
coin ; and that certain other pieces of silver money should be 
coined, which shall be called the Queen’s Mannday moneys, of 
fourpence, threepence, twopence, and one penny, each of which 
ahotdd have the same obverse impression and inscription as the 
shillmg, and for the reverse the respective figures 4, 3, 2, 1 (ac- 
cording to the denomination or value of the piece) in the centre, 
with the date of the year placed across the figure, and encircled 
by an oak wreath, surmounted by the Royal Crown, with a plain, 
edge, as used for his late Majesty’s coin ; all which said silver 
coin we have ordered to be of the weight and fineness provided 
by &n Act passed in the fi%-sixth year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, intituled, “An Act to provide for 
a new Silver Coinage, and to regulate the Currency of the Gold 
and Silver Coin of this Realm and We have also thought fit to 
order, that certain pieces of copper money should be coined, which 
should be called pennies, and that every such copper penny should 
have for the obverse impression the aforesaid effigy, with the in- 
scription, “ Victoria Dei Gratia,” and the date of the year ; and 
for ^e reverse, a figure of Britannia holding the trident with one 
hand, and having the other hand placed upon a shield impressed 
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with the union cross, with the inscription, Britannia Reg. Fid. 
Def./' and hfelow the figure, the united Rose, Shamrock, and 
Thistle, with a plain edge, as used for his late Majesty's coin ; 
and that certain other copper money should he coined, which 
should be called halfpennies, and that every such halfpenny should 
have the same obverse and reverse impression and inscription, 
and the same plain edge as the penny ; and that certain other cop- 
per money should be coined, which should be called farthings, and 
that every such farthing should have the same obverse and reverse 
impression and inscriptioui and the said plain edge as the penny. 
And whereas pieces of money of the above description respec- 
tively, have been coined at our Mint, and will be coined there in 
pursuance of orders which we have given for that purpose, we 
have, therefore, by and with the advice of our Privy Council, 
thought fit to issue this our Royal proclamation ; and we do hereby 
ordain, declare, and command, that the said pieces of money 
respectively so coined, and to be coined, as aforesaid, shall be 
current and lawful money of the Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and that the said gold coins shall be called respectively 
five pound pieces, double sovereigns, sovereigns, and h^f sove- 
reigns and that the said silver coins shall be called respectively 
crowns, half crowns, shillings, sixpences, groats, or fourpences, 
and the Queen’s Maunday moneys ; and the said copper coins 
shall be called pennies, halfpennies, and farthings, and shall pass 
and be received as current and lawful money of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland ; every such five-pound piece 
as of the value of one hundred shillings of like lawful money, and 
every such double sovereign as of the value of forty shillings of 
like lawful money, and every such sovereign as of the value of 
twenty shillings of like lawful money, and every such half sove- 
reign as of the value of ten shillings of like lawful money ; every 
such crown as of the value of five shillings of like lawful money ; 
every such half crown as of the value of two shillings and six- 
pence of like lawful money ; every such shilling as of the value of 
twelve pence of like lawful money ; every such sixpence as of the 
value of six pence of like lawful money : every such groat or 
four pennypiece as of the value of four pence of like lawful money ; 
the said Maunday moneys of the value of four pence, three pence, 
two pence, or one penny, respectively, as the case may be, and 
every such penny of copper as of the value of one penny of the 
like lawful money; and every such halfpenny as of the v^ue of 
one hal%enny of like lawful money ; and evei*y such farthing as 
of the value of a farthing of like lawful money, in aU payments 
whatsoever. — Given at our Court at Buckingham Palace, this fifth 
day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, in the 
second year of our reign. God save the Queen. 
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GEKJitAN CtJRRKNCT. — It is kiiown, that through the uncon- 
trolled emission of coinages variously debased by some of the 
j^etty German States composing part of the Prussian custom- 
house union, great loss and inconvenience were experienced by 
the foreign and native traders, and the community in general, 
throughout Germany and Prussia. Some of the Princes at the 
head of these small provinces are said to have cleared large sums 
by the issue and compulsory circulation of this spurious currency, 
wliich, after so issuing, they refused to receive hack from the 
people, in the shape of taxes, or otherwise, at the same rate of 
value at which it was issued. In consequence of the complaints 
which naturally arose, the subject was taken up hy the leading 
parties of the confederacy, and brought before the Assembly of 
Delegates, sitting at Dresden, upon its general affairs. By them 
it was referred to a committee charged to agree upon a coinage 
which showLd be common and current in the whole commercial 
confederation of the States, and of one equal and determined 
standard of value. According to advices from Dresden of the 
21st ult., it appears that no result had yet been arrived at farther 
than the issue of a coin of the value of two German crowns, or 
three and a half Khenisli dorins, having on the one side the 
arms of the State struck off, and on the other the words, Fede- 
ration Money/' 

Affaiks of the Royal Mint. — The New Coronation 
Medal. — On the 9th of July, a vote of 3,70S^. was proposed in 
parliament to defray the expenses of the several branches of the 
Mint. In reply to some observations from Mr. Clay, 

Mr. Labouchebe said, that the execution of the late coronation 
medal had been intrusted to Signor Pistrucci, medal engraver to 
the Queen,, an artist who enjoyed a high, and, he believed he 
might say, a well-merited reputation in this department of art. 
He need only refer to the medal for the coronation of George IV* 
to ^ow how capable Signor Pistrucci was to do justice to such a 
subject. He felt bound to admit, however, which he did most 
fully, that the present medal was not executed in the manner 
whi^ might have been e:^ected, and wMch theoccasion certainly 
merited ; but this, he believed, was owing to this single circum- 
stance, namely, the total deprivation of sight which Signor Pis- 
trucci had suffered during the last fortnight he was engaged upon 
it. Signor Pistrucci, he was aware, felt very sorely on the sub- 
ject, and. had written to him (Mr. Labouchere) a letter, stating 
how sensible he was that the medal was not such a one as was due 
to the country on this auspicious occasion. 

Mr. Hume said, he thought it a great pity that these medals 
sho^d not be put into the pot again, and something worth having 
produced out of them — [a laugh]. Pie was sorry for the acci- 
dents which had befallen the artist ; but really this was an occa- 
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sion, if ever one existed, when a fine work of art should be pro^ 
duced. He had last night compared the medal of George IV. 
with the new medal, and he must say he was ashamed to show 
them together. The penny medals which were sold in the streets 
were as good in many respects. The lion’s head, for instance, on 
the reverse, was most disgraceful. He shotdd be sorry, for the 
honour of the country, that such a thing should get distributed in 
foreign countries ; and, therefore, he did hope to hear that all 
that had been distributed should be recalled, and sonaething given 
out in their stead worthy of the arts of the country. Before he 
Sat down he wished to know whether there was any likelihood of 
a coinage of silver threepenny and twopenny pieces for general 
circulation? The fourpenny pieces had been found extremely 
convenient ; and he thought the principle might be extended with 
advantage. 

Mr. Laboxjcheiib said, with respect to the issue of silver pieces 
of less value than fourpence, that they were coined, as was well 
known, only for use as Maunday money ; and he should be sorry 
to see that practice discontinued, as the silver penny, he believed, 
was the most ancient penny in existence. He did not think, how- 
ever, that there could be any advantage in coining silver pieces 
smaller than fourpence for general circulation. He thought the 
fourpenny pieces were low enough in value to answer all the pur- 
poses of commerce. "With regard to the coronation medal, he 
must say he thought the Hon, Member for Kilkenny had dealt 
rather harder with it than it deserved. He would only mention 
that such was the success of the same artist with the medal of 
George IV. that the whole expense of preparing it was returned 
by the profit from the sale of the medal itself, 

Mr. Warburton said, that if the Committee on the Mint de- 
partment had been renewed, as had been expected, the unfortunate 
failure of the coronation medal would probably not have taken 
place. 

Mr. Laboxtcherb observed, that he had been anxious for the 
renewal of the committee in question ; hut in consequence of the 
illness of one of the heads of the departments, whose advice and 
experience would have been of great value, it was thought better 
not to do so. 

Mr. Warbuuton hore testimony to the great vm/grorement 
wMeh had hem effected in the coinage. 

Mr. Slaney thought it would be desirable to have a smaEer 
gold coin than half a sovereign. He was of opinion that 6s. 8d. 
would be a good sum to fix upon. 

S3,21Q^. was then proposed for retired allowanoes and compen- 
sation. 

State of Kwxsmatio Knowledge in England. — In a useful 
little volume just published on the '' History and Geography of 
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Greece/' the writer, in noticing the famed city of Rhodes, and 
its colossal statue of the sun, adds, with becoming caution, and 
Rhodian coins are said to be still extant, exhibiting on the one 
side the rose, and on the other the sun." Any dealer in coins 
will show this gentleman a score of these pieces, which ought to 
be well Icnown to a writer on classical antiquities. In the JPic- 
torial History of England,” a large brass coin of CaracaUa is 
described, and engraved as of Antoninus Pius 1 It will scarcely 
be believed that the editor of a work of such pretensions could be 
so destitute of historical knowledge as not to know that the sur- 
name of Antoninus was borne by several of the Roman emperors, 
or that his antiquarian acquirements were so limited as to cause 
him to mistake the ferocious, snaiiing countenance of the tyrant 
Caracalla for the calm, philosophic aspect of Antoninus : yet such 
is the fact, and this is to be “ the people's book." Is the forth- 
cQming Ficprial Edition of Shakspeare " to be illustrated un- 
dj^ the superintendence of the same gentleman ? H. W. D. 

French Numismatic Prize. — ^At the August meeting of 
"" H Academic des Inscriptions et des Belles Lettresf the Numis- 
matic Prize was awarded to Mr. MiUingen, for his Sylloge of 
Ancient Unedited Coins. For a review of this work, see Numis- 
matic Journal, Vol. II. p. 81. 

French Medals. — It is so seldom our agreeable duty to 
have to notice Numismatic works, or even works having a 
Numismatic tendency, that we cannot aiford to pass without 
comment an unpretending little work, lately issued, bearing the 
following tide ; A Brief Eescriptive Catalogue of the Medals 
s$mck in Frame and Us Dependencies^ between the Tears 1789 
tmd ISSO, contamed in the British Museum ; with the Deficiencies 
By the Editor of **The Napoleon Medals." [Edward 
Edwards.], London : 8vo. 1837. [Not printed for sale.] 

lise nature and use of this “ Eescriptive Catalogue " (and it is 
really nothing more) are so obvious from the title, that little 
can be said res])ccting it beyond what must occur to every reader. 
Mr. Edwards states, that wliat he had prlr r'pr.’ly v^-'w in writing 
was, ** to show that it would be eas) ■o:' ;■ :: l-i. Museum to 

publish such brief lists of several parts of the various collections, 
and more especially of the coins and medals, as would be of con- 
siderable service, pending [1] the publication of fuller catalogues, 
requiring more careful and deliberate preparation." This motive 
is laudable, and entitles the author to our gratitude ; but if by a 
“brief list.,... pending a fuller catalogue," Mr. Edwards means 
such a description of a coin as the follo^^ring : — “ No. 14. — 
Date: Aug. 16, 1804. — Si^e: 40". — Description of Piece: Medal. 

Occasion on which struck : Distribution of decorations at the 
camp Boulogne. Oath of the “Army of England."™ 
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Bescnption, ^c, of the Obverse : HONNEUR • LEGIO- 
NAIRE • AUX ' BRAVES ‘ DE * L'ARMEE. Napoleon on 
a cnnile chair, distributing the decorations, JExergue : A * BOU- 
LOGNE ' LE * XXVIII • TBIERM ^ AN * XII • XVI * AOUT 
MDCCCIV. Jeufiroy. — JD ascription ^ of the Beverse : Plan 

of the position of the Army, with references to the numbers 
in the Exergue, First Exergue : SERMENT * DE * L' AR- 
MED • D’ANGLBTERRE * A * L’EMPEREUR * NAPOLEON. 
Second Exergue : No. 1. CAVALERIE; 2. INFANTERIE; 
3. GENEREAUX ; 4. DRAPEAUX ; 5. LEGIONNAIRES ; 
6. GARDE • DE * L’EMPER®^^^; 7. MUSI®^® • E'^ * 

8. E*" • • D® • C « • 9. * G^^^ ; 10. LETRONE ; 

Jaley — if, we say, the author considers such a description as this 
brief, we fear the publication of fuller catalogues^’ will be ** pend^ 
ing ” for a longer space of time than we shall like to wait for them. 
The preceding extract is not unkindly given, however. We wish 
to aiford a specimen of the labour which has been bestowed on 
the little work before us ; and as regards Mr. Edwards’ main 
object, he is fortunately aware, that the most earnest endea- 
vours of the Trustees, and the most assiduous exertions of the 
Officers, of the British Museum (and of late there have been 
repeated evidences of both), will be insufficient, unless a more wor- 
thy and liberal pecuniary supply be accorded by the Government.” 

Monnaies Royales DE FRANCE‘~It is with much pleasure 
we acknowledge the receipt of M. Conbrouse’s specimen of the 
Description des Monnaies Eoyales de France^ a work which he 
had conceived the project of composing, and to which he had de- 
voted himself with assiduity and zeal. He was eagerly proceeding, 
when his progress was arrested by a sense of his inability to carry 
through an undertaking of so great magnitude. He abandoned 
the attempt ; but having become possessed of a hne series of the 
coins of Mary of Scotland and France, he has made them the sub- 
ject of this ''specimen” of the contemplated work. 

Pie was also desirous of giving at the same time five-franc pieces 
of the greatest variety. One of Baden, with the head of Napoleon, 
he describes minutely in the specimen, and takes occ£\^ion to remark 
on the great and incalculable benefit that would ensue to commerce 
from the decimal system, which Napoleon was the means of spread- 
ing so extensively ; and does not hesitate to pronounce, that the re- 
shit woffid infallibly be —uniformity of money, weight, and measure 
unammity of interest — and the establishment of a permanent 
and universal peace. 

He appears to be an able, industrious, and accurate Numismatist; 
but we canimt help remarking, in passing, that such themes as Mary 
btuart and Napoleon were not to be approached without disturbing 
me equihbrium of a mind possessed, as M. Conbrouse’s seems to 
be, with rather romantic notions of history. 
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The Society again met on Thursday the 21st June — 
Dr, Lee^ President, in the Chair, 

Presents of books, coins, and casts having been an- 
nounced, Mr, John Williams delivered a Lecture on the 
Mode of taking Casts of Coins and Medals in Sulphur, 

Mr. Samuel Birch read a paper on the Coins of Caracalla 
and Geta, with the head of the latter erased, struck at 
Pergamus and Stratoniceea. 

The Marquis Spineto, 

Sir John Doratt, 

Captain Hely, residing at Rome, 

James RVaser, Esq. 

E. Ndson Alexander, Esq. 

W. H. Mornson, Esq., of the Royal Mint, 

B. J. Pow^, Esq., Solicitor to the Mint, 

Robert Pox, Esq., of Godmanchester, 

George Ethferly, Esq* 

P. Hardwioke, Esq, 

Were elected Members of the Society. 

The President tihen gave notice from the Chair, that the 
Annual General Meeting of the Society would be held on 
Thursday the 19th July, at 3, p.m, j and that the Ballot for 
Officers for the ensuing Session would commence at 4 
o’clock, and close at 5. 
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Thuksoay the 19th July. 

Z)r. Lee^ President^ in the Chair. 

The members having assembled) the ballot for the 
officers of the Society was opened, and the following gen- 
tlemen were elected: — 

President. 

John Lee, Esq. LL.D. F.R.S. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Thomas Burgon, Esq.— Sir Henry EUis, K.H. F.R.S. 

Treasurer, 

Dr. Lee. 

Secretaires. 

J. Y. Akerman, Esq., F.S.A. — Francis Hohler, Esq. 
Foreign Secretary. 

Captain W. H. Smyth, R.N ; K.S.F ; F.R.S. 

Librarian. 

W. D. Haggard, Esq, F.S.A. & F.R.A.S. 

Council. 

C. F. Barnewell, Esq. F.R.S. ; J. W. Morrison, Esq. Royal 
F.S.A. Mint. 

J. D. Cuff, Esq. F.S.A. Samuel Sharpe, Esq. 

Isaac CuUimore, Esq. M.R.S.L. Colonel C. R. Fox. 

Edwin Guest, Esq. Fellow of H. H. Wilson, Esq. Pro- 

Cairn College^ Cambridge. fessor of Sanscrit, Oxford. 

Edward Hawkins, Esq. F.R.S. ; William Wyon, Esq. R.A. 
F.S.A. 

A statement of the affairs of the Society was read, by 
which it appears that a considerable sum remains in the 
hands of the Treasurer. 

The President then delivered an address, in which he 
took a review of the labours of the Society during the past 
Session. 

The Society then adjourned to Thursday, the 18th of 
November. 

T 
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The following is the List of the Members at this 
time ; — 


Algernon, Lord Pmdhoe, F.R.S., F.S.A. 
Captain J. J. F. Hely, Rome. 


Akerman, 3. Y., Esq., F.S.A. L. &E. 
Alexander, John Nelson, Esq. 

Allen, John, Esq. 

Ashlin, Henry, Esq. 

Atherley, George, Esq. 

Baily, Francis, Esq.D.C.L., President 
R.A.S., V. P. & Treasurer R.S., 
F.aS., M.R.LA. &c. 

Barker, E. H, Esq. 

Bamewell, C.F. Esq,, M.A., F.R.S., 
F.S.A. 

Bate, John, Esq. Jun. 

Bergne, J. B. Esq. 

Betham, Sir William, M.R.LA. 
Benson, Robert, Esq. 

Bingley, Henry, Esq. 

Birch, Samuel, Esq. 

Bishop, George Esq. F,S.A,, F.R.A.S. 
Bonomi, Joseph, Esq. 

Bowler, Lieutenant Colonel, 

Boyne, Bobert, Esq. 

Braridretb, Wiiriaiii Henry, Esq. Jun. 
F.S.A. 

Brice, Rev. Edward C. 

Bristoll, T. Esq. 

Brooke, William Henry, Esq. F.R.S., 
F.S.A., F.R.A.S. 

Brown, William Henry, Esq. 

Brumell, John, Esq. 

Burgon, Thomas, Esq. 

Burgon, John William, Esq, 

Burney, Dr. C.P.,D,D.,F.R.S.,F.S.A., 
F.R.A.S. 

Burton, James, Esq. 

Bute, The Most Noble the Marquis of, 
B.C.L.,F.R.S.,F.R.A,S. 

Chambers, Montague, Esq. 

Children, JohnGeorge, Esq.V.P.R.S., 
F.R.S.E., F.S.A., F.L.S., F.G.S. 
Corner, George R. Esq. F.S.A. 

Cory, Robert, Esq. F.S.A. 

Cuff, James Bodsley, Esq. F.S.A. 
Cullimore, Isaac, Esq. M.R.S.L. 
Cureton, Harry, Esq. 

Cust, Richard, Esq. 


Davis, Arthur, Esq. , 

Dawson, The very Rev. H. R., Dean 
of St. Patrick's. 

Devonshire, His Grace the Duke of 
Diamond, F. H. Esq. 

Diamond, H. W. Esq. F.S.A. 
Dickinson, Binley, Esq. 

Dilke, Charles W. Esq. LL.B. 

Doratt, Sir John, M.D. 

Doubleday, John, Esq. 

Edmonds, Christopher, Esq. 

Ellis, Sir Henry, K.H., B.C.L,, Sec. 
S.A., M.R. J.A. 

Field, Henry William, Esq. 

Field, John, Esq. 

Firmin, R. S. Esq. 

Fox, Colonel C. R. 

Fox, Robert, Esq. 

Fraser, James, Esq. 

Freebaim, Alfred R. Esq. 

Freeman, John, Esq. 

Gage, John, Esq. M.A., Director S.A., 

f.l,s. 

Giles, Rev, John Allen, M. A., F.S.A. 
Gilbert, Davies, Esq. D.C.L.,V.P.R.S. 
Hon. M,R.S,L., tion. M.R.LA,, 
F,S.A., F.L.S., V,P.aS., F.R.A.S. 
Goodall, Rev. Dr., Provost of Eto 
College. 

Gompertz, Benjamin, Esq., F.R. s., 
F.RA.S. 

Glenny, George, Esq. 

Goldsmid, Isaac Lyon, Esq. F.R.S., 
F.S.A., F.L.S., F.G.S., F.R.A.S., 
M.R.S.L. 

Guest, Edwin, Esq. 

Green, T. A. Esq. F.S.A. 

Plaggard, W . D. Esq. F.S. A F.R.A.S . 
Hamilton, William Richard, Esq. 
PresidentR.G.S.,F.R.S.,M,R.S.L. 
V.P.S.A. &c. 
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Harrison, George R. H., Esq. F.S.A., 
Blue Mantle. 

Hawkins, Edward, Esq. F.R. S., 
F.S.AoFX.S. 

Hardwick, Philip, Esq., F.R. S., F.S. A . 
Hawksley, Rev. J. W. 

Hearne, John, Esq. 

Plincks, Rev, Edward, D.B, 

Hobler, Francis, Esq. 

Hodges, William Robert, Esq. 
tiollier, Richard, Esq. F.S. A. 
Plorsefield, Dr. 

Hunt, Rev, Philip, F.S.A.,' F.R.A.S 
Huxtable, John, Esq. 

Janson, Joseph, Esq. 

Jerdan, William, Esq. F.S.A. 

Jones, William Hanbury, Esq. 

King, Thomas, William, Esq. F.S.A. 
Rouge Dragon. 

Landmann, Col, George. 

Leake, Col. William Martin, F.R.S. 
M.R.S.L. &c. 

Lee, John, L.L.D., F.R.S., F.S.A., 
Treasurer R.A.S. 

Littlewood, George, Esq. 

Loscombe, C. W, Esq. 

Mackie, Rev. John William, M.A., 
F.R S. 

Maitland, William Fuller, Esq. 
Martin, Rev. Joseph William. 
Martin, Montgomery, Esq. 

Morrison, James William, Esq, 
Morrison, William Hampson, Esq. 
Marshall, George, Esq. 

Montefiore, Sir Moses, Knt. F.R.S. 
Moyes, James, Esq. F.R A.S. 
Mullins, Edward, Esq. 

Musgrave, Sir George, Bart. F.S.A. 
Mutlow, James, Esq. 

Newman, John, Esq. F.S.A. 

Nichols, J.B. Esq.F.S.A. 

Nichols, J. G.Esq. F.S.A, 

Nicolas, Sir Plarris, K.C.M.G. 
Nightingale, Benjamin, Esq. 

Pettigrew, T. J. Esq. F.R.S. , F.S.A., 
F.L.S., M.R.A.S. 

Pettigrew, W. V. Esq. 

Pfister, J. G. Esq. 

Philpott, Rev, Plenry, 

Pickering, William, Esq. 

Powell, Edward James, Esq. 


Pretty, Edward, Esq. 

Purland, Theodosius, Esq. 

Reade, Rev. J. B. M.A., F.R.S. 
Renouard, Rev. G. C. 

Rhodes, Abraham, Esq. 

Robson, Harry, Esq. 

Rogers, Samuel, Esq. F.R.S., F.S.A. 
Rowe, G. R. Esq. M.D., F.S.A. 
Rutter, John, Esq. 

Saull, W. D. Esq. F.S.A., F.G.S., 
F.R.A.S. 

Scratton, D. R. Esq. 

Scriven, Mr. Serjeant, 

Sharpe, Samuel, Esq. F.G.S. 

Smee, William, Esq. 

Smee, William Ray, Esq. 

Smith, Benjamin, Esq. F.R.A.S. 
Smith, C. R. Esq- F.S.A. 

Smith, E. O. Esq. F.S.A. 

Smyth, Capt.W. H.. R.N., K.S.F-, 
Foreign Secretary R.S., M.R.LA., 
F.S .A., Foreign Sec. R.A.S. 
Sotheby, Leigh, Esq. 

Spencer, Edwai’d, Esq. F.G.S. 
Spineto, The Marchese di 
Spurrier, Thomas Henry, Esq, 
Stevenson, Seth, Esq. 

Stratford, Lieutenant, W, S. R.N., 
F.R.S., F.R.A.S. 

Taylor, Richard, Esq. F.R.S., F.S,A., 
F.R.A.S. &c. 

Taylor, William, Esq. 

Till, William, Esq. 

Tonna, Lewis, H. J, 

Tumor, Rev. Charles, F.R.A.S. 

Varley, B. M. Esq. 

Wadmore, James, Esq. F.R.A.S, 
Wansey, William, Esq. F.S.A. 
White, W. A, A, Esq. F.R.S. 

White, James, Esq. 

Wigan, A. Esq. 

Willett, R. Esq. 

Williams, John, Esq. 

Wilson, E. Esq. Jun. 

'‘V*’ 

Windus, Thomas, Esq., F.S.A. 
Wyon, Benjamin, Esq. 

Wyon, William, Esq. R.A., F,S.A. 

Yeates, Thomas, Esq. 
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Barker, John, Esq. Syria. 

Cartier, M. Edouard, Amboise. 
Dietrichstein, Count M. von, Vienna. 
JJumersan, The Chevalier Marion, 
Paris. 

Greville, Mons. C. De, 

Gesenius, ’William, Hallef Prussia. 
Grote, Dr. H* Hanover, 


Grotefend, Dr. G. F. Hanover. 
Lelewel, Joachim, Brussels. 
Leemans, Dr. Conrad, Leyden. 
Mionnet, The Chev. T. E. Paris, 
Saulcy, M. F. de, Mets. 
Saussaye, M. L. de la, Blots. 
Straszewicz, Joseph, Brussels. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

We are favoured witE Mr. Rolfe’s kind communication. The 
gold coin is clearly a barbarous imitation of one of the 
Merovingian series. We were led to this conclusion on our 
first inspection of his very accurate cast ; and on comparing 
it with some of the ruder types of the series above-mentioned, 
are confirmed in our opinion. 

The coin of Harold, of which our Northampton correspondent 
has sent us a very clever drawing, is not remarkable. The 
Carausius is of the same t 3 ^e as that which led Stukeley 
into his absurd speculations on Oriuna/* 

C. R. S.'s coins are, 1. A billon denier of one of the earls of 
Blois, struck at Chartres, in the 12th century ; 2. An epis- 
copal denier of Cologne. 

** E. H.*' We are sorry that J. W. B., the initials of the writer, 
were omitted to be appended to the paragraph on the coro- 
nation medal in the * Miscellanies' of our last number. 

M* Lienard will accept our apology for not having noticed the 
receipt of his interesting dissertation, which we had mislaid. 
We may recur to the subject in a future number. 


ERRATA. 

Page 67, line 11, for really is, read recalls in 

— 25, for nobill, read nobilc (in some copies) 
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XVL 

ON THE STYCA, SUPPOSED OF HUATH OF 
NORTHUMBRIA. 

SiK, 

In the first and very interesting number of your 
Numismatic Chronicle, I have read with much pleasure 
two very able and ingenious papers on the coins of Nor- 
thumbria, by Mr. Hawkins ; but as there are some points 
in which I cannot coincide with that learned gentleman, I 
shall feel much obliged by your laying before the public 
the following observations which this subject has suggested 
to me. 

In the appropriation of the coins formerly assigned to 
Egbert, king of Kent, to Edbert and Alcred, kings of 
Northumbria, and Egbert, archbishop of York, I fully 
coincide with him, indeed it would be rather singular if I 
did not, as you will perceive, by referring to the Gentleman^s 
Magazine,’^ for February 1827, and also to the Numismatic 
Journal for September 1836, that the same appropriation of 
these coins was long since made by me; and I now feel 
assured that the great weight of Mr, Hawkins’ authority 
will satisfy the reader' as to the justice of this arrangement. 

The coins given to Aldfrith, a. d. 685, 1 have no doubt are 
also rightly appropriated. 

On the names Akhired and Ecjhair^ mentioned by Ruding 
as occurring on some of the coins formerly assigned to 
Egbert of Kent, the reader will find some remarks in 
article in the Gentleman’s Magazine just ailtided 
TTiat the former name was intended for Aichred, there can, 
I believe, be no question ; the appropfriation of the other 
is, however, much more uncertain. My conjecture wasff^ 

VOL. I. 0 
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that it might be intended for flEFVEID, the R being often 
formed like A, and the D like R ; but the skeattas adduced 
by Mr. Hawkins, from the collections of Mr, Cuff and Mr. 
Brmnell, have much shaken this opinion; and I am now 
rather inclined to coincide with Mr. Hawkins, in assigning 
it to Elfwald; however, as I have not seen any of this dis- 
cription, I am unable to give any decided opinion. 

In the Gentleman's Magazine for April, 1827, I have 
expressed an opinion that the coin of Egfrid seemed to> 
belong to Egfrid, king of Mercia, a. n. 796, rather than to the 
Northumbrian prinhe of that name, the neatness of work- 
manship, and the occurrence of the word being more in 
accordance with the coins of Mercia, than with the early 
coins of Northumbria, on which the word Rex has not hitherto 
been found, those of Eanred, a. d. 808, and one or two of 
Eardulfs, being the first on which it occurs. 

For the reason just mentioned, I am more inclined to 
attribute the skeatta of Ethelred to the first prince of that 
name, who began to reign in a. n. 774, than to Ethelred IL, 
A. B, 840, the word Rex not occurring on it. 

That the stycas bearing the name Eardulf, with (in one or 
two instances) the word Rex^ belong to a. b. 796, and not to 
any subsequent period, as supposed by Pinkerton ; I fully 
agree with Mr. Hawkins, as he will find, by referring to the 
Gentleman's Magazine, for April 1827. 

From the specimens we have of the Northumbrian coins, 
it would appear that before the reign of Eardulf, the skeatta 
was the prevailing coin of that kingdom; and from that 
period, to the death of Osberht, the styca; after which, the 
penny was probably the most common : but no general rule 
as to the use of one denomination and the exclusion of 
others will be found to answer, as we find a styca of Aldfrid 
^nd a penny of Eanred, not to mention the disputed skeattas 
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of Hath, which, even if excluded from the place I have 
assigned them, must be admitted to be not earlier than the 
middle of the ninth century. 

I now come to the coins just alluded to ; and which, since 
the discovery of Sir Henry Ellis, have attracted so much 
attention. We shall begin with the styca assigned to Huth, 
premising that the right appropriation of the skeattas, is in 
no wise affected by that of the styca in question, both, as 
Mr. Hawkins justly observes, being to be considered on 
their own merits. 

The stycas of Eanred bearing dh the reverse the 
moneyer^s name, Huatred^ induce a strong suspicion, ac- 
cording to Mr, Hawkins, that the name on Sir H. Ellis’s 
styca, is that of one of Eanred’s moneyers, whilst the 
appearance of the word REX after that name, would lead 
to a different conclusion. The other side, if legible, would 
certainly have decided the question ; but as this evidence 
is wanting, we must wait until that of a more perfect coin 
of the same mintage is afforded us : I shall therefore say 
nothing more as to this coin, but proceed to the consi- 
deration of the* two more important questions. First, 
Whether such a king as Huth, or Huath, could have reigned 
in Northumberland at the period mentioned? and — Second, 
If so, whether the coins I have given to this prince are 
rightly appropriated ? 

As to the first question, the Saxon Chronicle agrees with 
Brompton, in stating that Anlaf was expelled in a. d. 952, and 
that another prince was then raised to the throne by the 
Northumbrians. This prince by the former authority is 
called Eric or Yric, and by the latter Huth ; and that they 
both alluded to the same person, might seem probable from 
their both calling him the son of Harold. If then we suppose 
Eric and Huth to be the same person, I see no inconsis- . 
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tency in his having different names ; much less that the 
same king^ particularly at difterent periods of his reign, 
should have struck pennies and skeattas. 

The point, however, seems capable of receiving a diffe- 
rent, and, indeed, a far more probable interpretation. 

It appears from various authorities, that, from the time 
of Anlafs expulsion to the final extinction of the Nor- 
thumbrian kingdom in a. d. 955, that kingdom was in a most 
unsettled state, agitated by two parties ; and that, on one 
occasion, Eric fled to Scotland. 

Sir Francis Palgrave, in his history of the Anglo-Saxons, 
p, 231, speaks of Eric as having been raised to the throne 
in A. n. 947, and that after his expulsion and death, another 
Danish chieftain assumed the Hoyal Title^ and reigned from 
952 to 954, about the time assigned by Brompton to Huth ,* 
and if it should be objected that this king was not likely to 
have been Huth, who is called the son of Harald, I shall only 
reply that history speaks of several sons of Harald ; and 
Baden, in his History of Norway, p. 14, says, Harald had 
the policy, when an opportunity offered, to marry the 
daughters of the kings whom he conquered ; thus he had a 
great number of sons of a different stock.” 

These reasons will, I think, be considered sufficient, at 
least to shew that there is no improbability in supposing a 
king of the name of Huth to have ruled in Northumber- 
land in the middle of the tenth century, whilst, on the other 
hand, we have the positive evidence of Brompton in support 
of the fact. 

Supposing, then, the existence of such a prince, the appro- 
priation to him of the skeattas in question, will, I think, be 
admitted to stand on rather a solid foundation ; the legends 
of the coins seem to be much stronger evidence on one 
side, than that relating to the size of the coins can possibly 
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be on the other, whilst I cannot avoid considering the 
coin of Edred, I have adduced, as a very strong confirm- 
ation of my opinion* Mr. Hawkins considers the word 
MON rather as a blunder of the moneyer, but he seems 
not to have regarded the large annulets at each side of the 
cross, exactly as we have them on the coins in question. I 
am not contending for the certainty, but for the strong pro- 
bability of the appropriation I have ventured to make ; and 
I look on the coins themselves (which appear to me of a 
date not far removed from the period alluded to) and the 
passage of Brompton as mutually giving support to each 
other. 

On the subject of skeattas in general, the reader will find 
some observations in the Gentleman’s Magazine, for May 
1827, and I shall only here add a few remarks suggested by 
the paper of Mr. Hawkins. 

I cannot consider the cross on these coins as any evidence 
as to the period when they were struck, that symbol not 
being always adopted with any reference to Christianity, but 
copied, along with other types and symbols, from the coins 
of the Greek emperors, and other Christian princes. 

Mr. Hawkins considers the rude figure on Plate I. Nos. 5 
to 16, of Ruding, to have been intended for a bird; but I 
think most of them, if not all, are representations of rude 
heads, as one in my own collection, and which differs but 
little from those in Ruding, unquestionably is. 

Mr. Hawkins will perceive, by reference to the Gentle- 
man’s Magazine for May 1827, that, as to the skeattas 
Nos. 6, 7, 9, &c.J^ of Plate 26, I fully agree with him ; and 
I also agree with him in opinion, that the. skeattas were 
probably first struck about the seventh century. 
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A few months since a parcel of coins, Hiberno-Danish, 
and Anglo-Saxon, found, I understand, in Co. Wexford, 
came into my possession. The latter, thirteen in number, 
and all in good, and most of them in fine preservation, 
contain several interesting varieties of the coins of the 
Confessor, one of them with Pacx^ similar to that of Cnut, 
No. 25 of Ending, but unpublished as to the coins of the 
Confessor; and as most of these coins exhibit either a mint 
or a moneyer, and sometimes both, not contained in 
Ruding’s list, I think a description of them may be inte- 
resting. 

Type. 

*PVLPm • ON^EENT. lluding PI. 24 , No. 4 

ON^BEORE 25 , « 22 

^SIDEMAN -ON^PERH « « « « 

flFlNE • ON PINEEST « « « 

Probably for Lifinc. 

^LSDMiER • ON • PINE c« 25 “23 

tLEOFSTSN • ON • LVN « « « 33 

iELFPINE-ONtEEXEE « « « « 

LEOFPINE-ONfPELI 
LEOFPINE -ONtEEEL 
fMXNS • ON • LENT 
•HDA :: EMAN-ON-BR 
LIFINE • ONfLVNDE 
TH/iONAHaaiZ* 

Ketrograde. 

It will be perceived that on six of these coins unpublished 
names of moneyers appear, and on three unpublished mints, 
of which Nos. 2 and 3 a^e particularly remarkable, the 
former reads BEOEE, and, I think, was probably intended 
for Berkhamstead, in Hertfordshire, which was a place of 

* Unpublished. 

f Varieties of spelling different from those in Ruding. 



1 Harold I. 

2 Confessor 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 . . . . . . 
13 



EOMAN COIN MOULDS. 


147 


great iiDpbrtance at the time of the Conquest, and was given 
by the Conqueror to Robert, earl of Morton and Cornwall, 
who built a castle there. No. 3 reads PERU, for Wareham^ 
one of the mints mentioned in Domesday Book, but of which 
no coins have been hitherto discovered. Nos. 8 and 9, the 
former struck at Wallingford^ the latter at Ayleslury^ and 
both bearing the same moneyer’s name, were probably struck 
by the same person, these two places being not far distant 
from each other. 

Nos. 10, 11, 12, from the extreme smallness of their 
circumference, would, at first sight, appear to be half- 
pence, but their weights 15 to 16 grains, whilst those of the 
others are from 14 to 18 grains, prove them to be pennies. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

John Lindsay. 

Corky Novemher ISth, 1838. 


XVII. 

ROMAN COIN MOULDS. 

[As several papers have from time to time appeared in the transac- 
tions of the Royal Society, and of the Society of Antiquaries, on 
the Roman Coin Moulds which have been discovei*ed in different 
parts of Britain, it is judged expedient to place before English 
Numismatists, a translation of two important memoirs, recently 
published in the “ Revue de la Numismatique Fran^oise/’ in 
order that they may have before them the whole series of facts, 
which have conducted us, at last, to a satisfactory conclusion, as 
to the origin and use of these moulds. These papers were read 
before the Numismatic Society, November 22nd, 1838.] 

The Roman coin moulds which have, at different times, 
been found in France in great numbers together, and 
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particiilarly at Lyons, have exercised die curiosity of almost 
every antiquary. At their head must be ranked Count de 
Caylus, who has treated the subject at length. Opinions 
are divided with regard to them ; some considering them the 
work of forgers, others thinking that the Romans them^ 
selves, at certain epochs, moulded their money; and 
especially about the time when the quality of the silver 
began to be greatly altered.^ 

I have drawn two of these moulds to illustrate my obser- 
vations ; and I hope to be able to resolve, or at least to clear 
up, some difficulties which have hitherto attended the 
subject. They were obtained from a collection, discovered 
some years ago, on the heights of Fouxvieres, near Lyons ; 
thirty-four of them came into my possession. It seems 
that there was a greater number of them; and that this 
same discovery is the subject of Grivaud de la Vincelle’s 
work, entitled Collection of Ancient Monuments of 
Gaul.” 

No. 1. is, by the obverse, one of Soemias’ inscription, 
JVLI A • SOEMI AS • AVG. Reverse PONT* TR • P • VI • COS .2 
Pallas, standing, holding in one hand an inverted spear, and 
victory in the other. 

1 L e, after the reigns of the Antonines. There had, however, 
heen occasional reductions in the standard of the Roman silver, 
long previous to the reign of Antoninus Phis. The Denarii of 
Mark Antony have about 1 0 grains of alloy in 56 of pure silver, 
while those of Augustus have about 2 grains only of alloy ; this 
alone was sufficient to cause that mutiny of the triumvir’s soldiers, 
to which Pliny alludes . — Editor N- (7. 

® The logon d of the reverse here illustrates the observations 
which follow r.oro<'ifi('r ; the pontifical and tribunitian record can 
have nothing to do with a denarius of Soemias : it doubtless 
belongs to a coin of Severus or Caracalla ; certainly not of her 
son Elagabalus* who held the tribunitian power but five times. Of 
course, it is evident that, in the present instance, the reverse of the 
mould could never appear as the reverse of a eozw, having the head 
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1^0. $ has the head of Caracalla laureated with the 
inscriptiOD ANTONIN VS • PI VS * AVG without any reverse. 

These moulds are of earth, which has acquired by fire 
a dark red colour, and the consistency of brick. The paste 
of which they are made is rather fine. 

It is easy to understand the way in which the ancients 
used these moulds to cast their money. They first worked 
up some clay, so as to form a tablet flat on both sides^ and 
about two lines 3 thick on the border, where it Was rounded. 
A piece of money was applied to each side, which of course 
left a hollow impression in the clay. The tablet intended 
to form the end of the pile, had an impression on but one 
side. Care was taken to place these tablets on one another, 
so that the reverse corresponded with its head ; their mis- 
placement would have produced some of ^ose wrong 
reverses, of which the instances are not few on ancient 
coins.^ 

Placed on one another so as to form a roll or cylinder, 
they were luted together with soft clay, that closed all out- 
lets* De Caylus speaks of a roll, consisting of eight tablets, 
and which was not a complete one* One is also mentioned 
in the History of the Academy of Inscriptions, which must 
be in the Cabinet de M6dailies, at Paris, but the author, 
M. Mahudel, does not indicate the number of tablets* 

M. Hennin, in his excellent Manuel de NumismaUque” 

of Soemias : at the same time, it is equally evident that the reverse 
of a mould, as inapplicable to the head of Soemias as the present 
one, might, by a wrong arrangement of the series, produce, what 
is popularly called, a blundered reverse , — Editor N* C. 

® The French ligne is the twelfth part of an inch nearly. 

4 These coins with blundered or inapplicable reverses, were at 
one time numismatic puzzles, and led to much false reasoning. 
They so often occur at this period of the Roman empire, that the 
antiquary will do well to examine carefully all specimens, before 
he ventures on any speculations concerning them.— -Editor N* C. 

VOL. I. 
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expresses his surprise that on the moulds which exhibit a 
head and reverse, the reverse does not correspond with 
the head ; it would be more surprising if it were otherwise, 
and M. Hennin’s usual penetration is here at fault. The 
tablet at the termination of each pile, having only either 
a head or a reverse, it is plain that the next in succession 
must have either the reverse or the head corresponding, 
and so on. 

If each obverse had its corresponding reverse on the 
same mould, the whole pile must be a repetition of the 
same mould, to produce the intended impressions ,* but this 
is contrary to observation. 

The piles, when duly arranged, were subjected to fire to 
receive the necessary hardness; and it only then remained 
to pour the *melted metal into the channel formed by the 
small notch, cut on the edge of each mould. It is not 
known whether the moulds were broken in order to get out 
the pieces thus formed, or whether there was another 
process of extracting them; it is probable, however, that 
the moulds served more than once.^ Lastly, the jet of 
metal attaching to each coin was carefully taken oif. — 
De Caylus says, that he used one of these moulds, which 
he had properly cleaned, and obtained from it some well 
fortned pieces. 

Were these moulds used by forgers, or by the moneyers 
of the empire ? This question has been made the subject 
of several dissertations ; Caylus embraces the jatter opinion, 
and endeavours to prove that the Romans must have 
equally used coinage and founding, for the formation of 
their gold and silver money.^ 

^ This experiment which has been repeated by the Rev. J. B, 
Reade, and others, shews that the same pile of moulds might be 
used for several castings. Ed* N* C* 

® We do not think there is any evidence to shew that the 
Romans ever cast their gold coins. Ed* N* 0, 
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In support of this opinion, we must observe that it is 
precisely to the period when the quality of the money was 
singularly altered, that these moulds belong, so far at least, 
as they have hitherto been discovered J On the other hand, 
it is incontestable, that much of the money of the reigns of 
Sept. Severus, and his successors is cast; for were their coins 
attributed to forgers, then, in this case, the quantity of bad 
money would, perhaps, have exceeded that of the good^ 

M. Hennin, in his manual, does not pronounce a decided 
opinion ; he supposes that the forgers may have been tacitly 
avowed by government. This opinion has something spe- 
cious in it, but it is an unsupported conjecture. Grivaud 
de la Vincelle goes farther, and maintains that it must be 
the workmen of the Mint at Lyons, who carried on this 
clandestine mintage. 

The latter, as well as Gerard Jacob Kolb, M. Cham- 
pollion-Figeac, and Mangeart, think that these moulds 
belonged to forgers. 

The first of these, whose opinion is much more decisive 
than that of the other two, endeavours also to prove, that 
this counterfeit issue must have taken place only under 
^Alexander Severus.9 But this point — of no great import- 

It is singular that among the moulds discovered at Ling- 
well Gate, was one of Antoninus Pius. It was presented to the 
Numismatic Society, by the Rev. J. B. Reade . — Editor N, 0, 

® It is remarkable that the plated forgeries of the times of 
the Caesars are, in some instances, much more numerous than 
genuine coins; witness the denarii of Claudius, and those of 
Domitilla . — Editor N* C. 

9 The fact, that there are many ancient coins of Severus Alex- 
ander which appear to have been cast in moulds, is not suffidtefe 
to warrant such a conjecture. We are of opinion, that the frae- 
tice of casting pieces of an inferior quality, was first resorted to 
either in the reign of S. Severus or CaracaRa, of both of whom 
the specimens are the most numerous ; though tMs carcum- 
stance would not be conclusive : foir it is not improbable, that an 
emperor, who resorted to such mesms of fklse coining, would use 
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tooe to my present subject — ^does not appear sufficiently 
clear. 

The opinion of these learned antiquaries does not seem 
to me sufficiently fortified with reasons ; I think it well to 
endeavour, in a few words, to make up for thek silence. 

The strongest reason, in my opinion, for believing that 
these moulds must have been used by forgers, is, that it 
appears certain, that the dies which coiners used, were 
broken as soon as they were no longer wanted. A very 
small number of these dies have come down to us, and yet 
their number must have been immense, considering the 
extreme variety of the impressions on money Is it sup- 
posable, that they would have destroyed the metal dies, 
and preserved the earthen moulds, the destruction of which 
was far more easy ? 

I foresee an objection which will not fail to be raised ; 
since we allow, it will be said, that the makers of money 
were able to make use of moulds, how happens it, if they 
were of metal, that not one has reached us? We conceive 


die coins of Ms predecessors, upon whom the odium v/ould fall 
in the event of their being detected by his subjects. Detection, 
however, was not an easy matter ; the quality of the coins could 
only he ascertained by the nnmularii or money-changers, who, in 
their turn, would be puzzled to pronounce on the fineness of 
money, the quality and standard of which was, in all probability, 
never publicly announced by the Emperor^ Compliniehtary 
legends on Roman coins must be regarded with caution; hut we may 
mention, that Alexander Severus is styled, on some of his money, 
Mestitutor Monets Ed. N, C. 

^ There-is reason to believe, that, in almost every instance, the 
dies were engraved punches, which yielded to every blow of the 
hammer ; hence the very uncommon occurrence of two coins from 
the same die. When the punch thus used ceased to perform its 
office, the mutilated die was perhaps effaced, and another engraved 
upon the same piece of metal. Still, as M. Foey d* Avant sug- 
gests, the dies may have been destroyed by tne Imperial command, 
m the presence of the Mint Master. Ed, N. C. 
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the discovery of one of these metal moulds would greatly 
simplify the question. The small number of dies that 
have been found, makes it. not unlikely that there existed 
also metallic moulds;, besides, it is very credible, that 
the destruction of these moulds must have been more par- 
ticularly looked to, since the use of them wduld have been 
much more easy than that of dies ; and the forgers, who 
swarmed at that period, would not have failed to use them, 
had they fallen into their hands. 

These forgers profited by the reduction of the quality of 
silver, to carry on their criminal craft. This point seems 
to me evident; their profits became more certain, and 
their productions were so much the more easy to pass, the 
more difficult it was to distinguish them from genuine 
money. 

Lyons, being the seat of a mint, the forgers would have 
established themselves there in preference : Aur. Victor 
relates that their number had increased to such a degree 
in Italy, that under Aurelian, they formed a body of suffi- 
cient importance openly to withstand this prince, and 
cause him in one encounter a loss of nearly 7000 regular 
troops. 

I therefore maintain, that moulds of baked earth of 
Roman coins were used by forgers; but, in order to 
reconcile all opinions, 1 allow that these works were 
secretly authorised by the Emperors, who, involved in 
debt, in consequence of their luxury and debaucheries, 
considered all means good that tended to fill the coffers of 
the state; but this would not, however, explain w}iy the 
moulds were not destroyed. 

F. PoEY Avan'T^ de 



154 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


No. 2, 

ACCOUNT OF A MANUFACTORY FOR MONEY, DISCOVERED 
AT DAMERY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF MARNE, 1830, 

The examination of the question, whether the moulds 
for Roman money found near Lyons, had been used by 
forgers, or by the officers of government, an inquiry in 
which M. Poey d^ Avant has lately been engaged, after the 
Academy of Inscriptions, and almost all the antiquaries of 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, gives a new value 
to the discovery now under consideration; and in fact, 
though it may not decide the question, it at least throws a 
ne w light upon it. — 

During the winter of 1829-1830, some excavations made 
in a very small part of the site of the park of the old 
castle of Damery, a town near Epernay, built on the ruins 
of Bibe, the first station on the militaiy road from Rheims 
to Beauvais, brought to view, at the depth of several feet, 
under a heap of ashes, charcoal and broken tiles, the 
remains of extensive buildings demolished by fire, having 
evidently served for baths and a moneyer’s workshop. In 
some adjoining apartments, there were found, in a short 
space of time, several vases full of coins. 

Tlie first vase contained at least 2000 pieces of base sil- 
ver, more than 1500 of which bore the head of Postumus ; 
the remainder presented the series which is generally found 
from the elder Philip down to that tyrant : the only rare 
piece was one of the younger Macrianus; the reverses, 
although very various for the coins of Postumus, were all 
common ; lastly, the fabric was bad, and the metal much 
reduced : and those with the impression of Postumus were 
comparatively more defective than the others. 

Another vase contained; — 

L A Silver coin of Antoninus. 
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Five small brass, of the money of Treves, with the 
types of Rome and Constantinople. 

8. 100 other small brass, of the money of Treves, Lyons, 
Arles, Aquileia, Sisseg (P.S), and Rome ; with the impres- 
sions of Constans and Constantins, sons of Constantine, and 
having for those three Emperors, the three same reverses, viz. 
FELIX • TEMP * REPAEATIO ; a warrior giving his hand 
to a small figure — ^same inscription, the Emperor standing 
on a galley— VICTORIAE • DD • AVGG • NN. Victories 
presenting crowns. 

4. About 8900 pieces in small brass of the fourth 
size, all in perfect preservation, and all with the im- 
pressions of the same emperors, Constans and Constan- 
tins, and with the unusual reverse of a Phoenix on a globe, 
placed on a rock, with the inscription FELIX • TEMP * 
REPAEATIO. 

The greater part of these pieces bore on the exergue 
the mark of the money of Treves, several that of the 
money of Lyons, and one only bore the exergueal letters 
SIS, attributed in like manner to the money of Sisseg. 
The types were various. 

Nevertheless, and in the face of these formal indications 
of manufacture in places far distant from one another, the 
identity of the alloy and of the impression of these 8900 
coins was such, and their preservation so perfect and so 
equal, that the thought forces itself upon us, that they had 
been made in the same manufactory, and that they had 
never quitted it to be put into circulation. Thk supposi- 
tion, justified also by the uniformity of the impressions, 
seems fully confirmed by the discovery in an adjoining 
apartment, of a money manufactory in full activity. 

There, under a heap of ashes and tiles, were found 
together, shears, and the remains of other iron instruments, 
suitable for the making of money; and several collections 
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of moulds of baked earth, still containing the pieces which 
had been cast in them, and the ingot formed by the super- 
fluous metal. (Plate fig. 2). 

These moulds, not so thick, and of a coarser earth than 
those communicated by M* Poey d’ Avant, were in other 
respects entirely similar. 

Like those found at Fourvieres, they were moulded 
from the money which they were intended to reproduce, 
by pressing the models between disks of worked clay of 
larger diameter, in order to form ledges, and were then 
placed one upon another, so that wuth the exception of the 
first and last, they received on each face the stamp of the 
obverse and the reverse of a piece. 

The cavities and the impressions being obtained by this 
process both easily and accurately, the disks composing the 
moulds were notched, in order to form a passage for the 
fused metal; they were then hardened in the fire, replaced 
on one another, notch over notch, and in the same order as 
whei> moulded, and lastly, luted with clay, so as to form a 
cylinder similar to that found at Fourvieres, and described 
by M. de Caylus. 

But the last operation that preceded the founding escaped 
the notice of that antiquary. The piles of moulds were 
combined in threes, ^ placed at the side of one another, and 
in contact, so that the notches, for the introduction of 
the metal, communicated with the hollow space formed 
by the three cylindrical surfaces when applied to one 
another; which space, therefore, served as a general chan- 
nel for the melted matter. Such was the disposition of 
the groups of moulds found in the ruins of Bibe, (PL fig. 1). 

The ingot drawn in illustration of these observations, is 

1 It will be observed that a double*" and not a triple pile was 
used at Lingweli Gate, as appears from the drawing (fig. 5), which 
I have received from the Rev. S. Sharp, of Wakefield, Ed.N.C. 
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one of those formed by the superabundant metal in the 
channel. It is bristled with three longitudinal lines of 12 
points each, more or less prominent, these points being the 
remains of the ramification of metal that entered by the 
notches of the 12 moulds, in each of the three piles con- 
stituting the group, and thus 36 pieces were cast at once. 
These observations, M. de Caylus was not enabled to 
make. 

There is no doubt but these moulds, as well as those 
much more perfect, found at Fourvieres, were used for 
more than one casting ; with a little care, the pieces were 
taken out without breaking the moulds ; and M. de Caylus 
made an experiment on the latter, which even some of 
those found in the ruins of Bihi might bear, although they 
had undergone, at the time of the conflagration of tiiis 
Roman establishment, the action of the most violent fire. 

The moulds found at various times at Fourvieres, were 
of the types of Septimius Severus, Julia Domna, Caracalla, 
Geta, Soemias, Msesa, and Alexander Severus. 

Only 32 moulds were found uninjured in the ruins of 
the work at Bibe, and these are scarcely the tenth part of 
the whole. Three bear the head of Caracalla, four, that of 
the elder Philip, and twenty-five that of Postumus with 
nine varieties of reverses. 

The following is the description in detail, of the impres- 
sions on the moulds preserved in the cabinets of M. Lucas 
Desaint, of Rheims, and M. Thiers, with the number of 
duplicates. 

Caracalla; ANTONINVS * PI VS * AVG • GERM; <a:owned 
head, (large size)* 

JHev . — VENUS • VICTRIX ; Venus Victrix, standing," having 
a figure of Victory on her right hand, and the hasta trans- 
versely in her left; her elbow leaning on a hnckler. 

SEC VRITAS - PERPETVA ; Minerva standing 

VOL. I. 
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CARITAS • MVTVA • AVGG ; two heads joined. 

Philip the Elder; IMP • PHILIPPUS • AVGG. Rev.— 
^TERNITAS • AVGG. A figure on an elephant. 

Rev. — S.iECVL'VM • NOVVM ; .Jupiter in a temple. 

Rev . — FIDES • EXERCITUS ; four military standards. 
jRee.— S^CVLARES • AVGG ; Hippopotamus. 

PosTUMUs ; IMP • C • POSTVMVS • P • F • AVG. Re».— FE- 
LICITAS * AVG. A woman standing, her right hand on a 
long caduceus, and holding in her left a cornucopia. (4 dupl.) 

Rev . — MONETA • AVG ; woman standing. (2 dupl.) 

Rea.— LiETITIA • AVG; galley. (2 dupl) 

Ret).— SAECVLI • FELICITAS ; the emperor in military 
costume, holding a globe, and the hasta transversely. 
(7 dupl.) 

Rev . — FIDES • EXERCIT ; two ensigns. (3 dupl.) 

i?e».— HERCVLI • DEVSONIENSI ; Hercules standing, 
leaning on his club. (3 dupl.) 

Re^.— HERCVLI- PACIFERO; Hercules standingT holding 
a branch. 

i?et?.~-NEPTVNO • COMITI ; Neptune standing. 

ANA ' LVCIFERA ; Diana. 

Rev, — without impression. 

We may suppose that the broken or dispersed moulds re- 
produced the different impressions of the sOver pieces found 
ill great numbers in the apartments adjoining the work- 
shop, pieces which must in great measure have proceeded 
from the active casting that was going on. This supposi- 
tion seems especially to hold for the 1500 silver pieces of 
Postumusy in which the bad alloy and defective make were 
particularly remarkable. 

With respect to the 3900 small brass, with the reverse of 
the phoenix, it is maintained, that they were struck in the 
manufactory of Bibd, although bearing the marks of the 
money of Treves and Lyons. And indeed it is conceived, 
that in those times of confusion, the money of the emperors 
must have followed their camps, and been continually within 
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reach of their residence* The simultaneous discovery 
under the same ruins of these small brass coins, with the 
eiBBgies of Constans and Constantius, and of moulds still 
enclosing the money of Caraealla, Philip, and Postumus, 
which had been cast in them, proves besides this very im- 
portant fact, that the latter had been made under the reign 
of those two first emperors only. 

Independently of these considerable stores, there have 
been frequently found at Damery, isolated pieces; but 
none of those submitted to my inspection was after the 
reign of the sons of Constantine, the period to which we 
must assign the total ruin of Bib6 by the Franks, who then 
were makinl* incursions into Belgic Gaul. 

The following conclusions result from these discoveries, 
discoveries which we have endeavoured minutely to describe, 
and which are of more importance to the critic than those 
of Fourvieres: — 

That if, according to the testimony of Pliny, forgers were 
the first to adopt the method of casting, to counterfeit 
ancient money, the emperors from the time of Postumus 
availed themselves of this process to reproduce secretly, and 
in metal of bad alloy, the money of their predecessors. 

That it is to these reproductions (clandestine) we must 
attribute the enormous quantity of silver money, of inferior 
quality and defective make, with the impressions of the 
Cassars, from the time of Septimius Severus, down to 
Postumus. 

Lastly, they explain the total want of silver money, from 
Victorinas to Lioclesian, and the great rarity of that of the 
lower empire. 

In fact, it results, from these discoveries that under the 
reigns of the Caesars, Constans, and CSonstantius, there were 
cast, in a mint established at Bib4 large quantities of 
money, with the stamp of the emperors who had reigned 
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from CaracalU to Postumus, and that this manufactory, 
situated in the heart of a town, and near public baths, did 
not belong to forgers, but was for the imperial money, in 
which copper money was struck with the die of the reigning 
emperors, and the silver money of the ancient Caesars, 
still more adulterated than the original pieces, was repro- 
duced by founding. 

Hence, the possibility that the reigning emperor did not 
strike silver money with his die, nor maintain faithfully 
the quality of the small quantity which he issued ; since at 
the same time that he threw into circulation the quantity 
of specie necessary for civil and commercial transactions, 
by means of ancient money secretly reproduced he 
diminished its intrinsic value. 

It was besides evident that the small number of silver 
pieces struck with the die of the Caesars, from the time of 
Dioclesian down to the destruction of the Western Empire, 
could not satisfy the wants of the public ; and that even in 
those disastrous times, the money of the former Caesars 
had continued current during that period, but, disappearing 
in the continual concealments that took place in conse- 
quence of war and endless ravages, the emperors, to their 
great profit, clandestinely reproduced it, instead of multi- 
plying specie of good standard, struck with their own die. 

We conceive, then, that having the choice, they repro- 
duced in preference money, the quality of which had been 
reduced previously; and thus all the moulds discovered, 
bear the head of Septimius Severus who had altered the 
money first, and of his successors down to Postumus, who* 
had all followed his example; for though it is easy to discover, 
by mere inspection, whether the silver of any money be 
pure or not, it is impossible to judge, by this means, of the 
quantity of adulteration. 

It had long been remarked, that there was a great 
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inequality in the degree of alteration (or reduction) of the 
money struck at the same time, and with the mark of the 
same emperor. We cannot now doubt that such differ- 
ences are the consequence of these fraudulent repro- 
ductions. 

And thus, if the emperors punished the alteration of the 
money as a sacrilege, it was certainly with the yiew of 
securing to themselves the monopoly of this shameful source 
of profit. Hiveb. 


No. 3. 

Observations on the Roman Coin- Moulds found at 
Lingwell-Gate, near Wakefield, in the Years 
1697, 1706, 1820, and 1830. By the Rev. J. B. Reade, 
M A., F. R. S. 

It was my design^ in a former paper, ^ to state, in few words, 
the present position of the question which has been raised, 
as to the origin and use of Roman Coin-moulds, and also to 
suggest an expedient for its solution. As regards the for- 
mation of the moulds, it is supposed either that they were 
sent from Rome, — or that they were made of sand which had 
been brought to the place where they are found, — or that 
they were made of the sand and clay of the spot; and each 
of these opinions has able advocates. As regards the 
metallic currency which these moulds were designed to 
furnish, it is supposed that it either proceeded wholly from 
the clandestine operation of forgers, — or that the authorities 
countenanced this illicit extension of public money, and 
availed themselves of the supply, ^ — or, that under the express 
sanction of the senate, the colonial soldiers were hereby 
provided with lawful coin of the realm. Here also, as 

1 Numismatic Journal, Vol. II. p. 58. 
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before, we might support these different views by important 
documents which have been laid before learned societies. 
When, however, such and so many conflicting statements 
are brought before us, it immediately strikes us, notwith- 
standing the allowed skill of the debaters, that they cannot 
all be true ; while, at the same time, the ability with which 
such different positions are maintained, renders it very 
difficult to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. Under these 
circumstances, an appeal to facts appears to be our only 
resource. 

With regard then to the origin of these moulds, the 
means by which I propose to prove generally, that they 
were made on or near the spot where they are from time to 
time discovered, has especial reference to the extensive and 
interesting series which has been found at Lingwell-Gate. 
In the course of an inquiry into the solid materials which 
constitute the ashes of plants, and of which silica is a 
very important one, I observed that the minute and 
beautiful organization which this substance exhibits, is 
not easily disturbed by pressure, in consequence of its 
extreme minuteness, while, from the very nature of the 
material, it is necessarily indestructible by heat. Hence, 
under the expectation of finding other traces of siliceous 
sfariioture, I was led to the examination of silica as it enters 
into the different strata which form the crust of the earth; 
and thus the siliceous particles eonstitilting the chief mass 
of Roman coin moulds was subjected to microscopic exami- 
nation. Passing by many observations, which would readily 
present themselves on the nature of this mode of investiga- 
tion, I proceed to state, that the discovery of more than one 
species of well known Fossil Infusoria^ of the genus Navicula^ 
in the sand of some of the coin moulds, seemed to 
point out a new, but, apparently effectual expedient, 
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for etiabliug us, without much risk of error, to assign the 
moulds in question to their proper locality. For, should it 
appear upon subsequent examination, that the common 
soil, or sand of the field in which the moulds were found, 
is characterised by siliceous shields of similar infusoria, 
then it would be the most natural and obvious conclusion, 
that the Roman coin-moulds turned up by the plough at 
Lingwell-Gate, were made on the spot, and of the soil 
where they were found. A recent journey to Yorkshire 
gave me an opportunity of investigating, and of verifying 
this curious speculation; and I can now state that the 
sand of the field, which I have carefully examined, is marked 
by the presence of the infusoria of the coin-moulds. The 
general form of these animalcules is elliptical, having a 
major axis of about the of an inch, and the length of the 
major and minor axis, in the proportion of nearly 6 to 1 : 
there are also about 100 minute stripes at right angles to 
two parallel and central longitudinal lines; and at each 
extremity, and in the middle of these lines, there is a small 
circular orifice. It appears, from a memoir by' Professor 
Ehrenberg, that these infusoria are widely diJBFused; and 
when they occur in masses, or layers, the aggregation 
receives the name of tripoliy and is largely used for pur- 
poses of practical utility; for, as Professor Ehrenberg 
remarks— The soldier cleans his arms with tripoli, the 
worker in metal, the locksmith, and the engraver, polish 
with infusoria, which also serve for moulds in foundries.” 
For this latter purpose, we shall not be disposed to doubt 
that they were used at Lingwell-Gate. 

The second main point in this inquiry, presents greater 
difficulty than the first. But here also, no small advantage 
may be gained, by a comparison of the different local 
circumstances which are connected with the most recent 
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discoveries of these moulds in this country and on the 
continent: I allude to the disco veiies at Lingwell-Gate, 
in the county of York, and at Damery in the department 
of Marne. Of the discovery at the latter place, a very 
elaborate account has been furnished by M. Hiver, Pro- 
cureur du Roi h Orleans, in the Revue de la Numismatique 
Fran^aise, No. 3, Mai et Juin. But as a translation of 
this memoir is inserted in the present number of the 
Numismatic Chronicle, it will suffice to state that the facts 
detailed and established by M. Hiver, necessarily lead us 
to the following important conclusion ; — ^viz. that under the 
reigns of the Caesars, Constans, and Constantius, and 
immediately prior to the ruin of Bib4 by the Franks, who 
were then making incursions into Belgic Gaul, there were 
cast, by means of moulds, in a mint established at Bibe, 
large quantities of money, with the type of the emperors who 
had reigned from Caracalla to Postumus; and, that this 
manufactory, situated in the heart of a town, and adjoining 
the public baths, did not belong to forgers, but was for 
the imperial money; in which copper money was struck 
with the die of the reigning emperors, and the silver money 
of the ancient Caesars was reproduced, not in copper, but 
in base silver from the moulds. 

If now we refer to the very different circumstances 
which are connected with the discovery at LingweU-Gate, 
we shall find that the clandestine operation of forgers 
stands in striking contrast with the recognised and open 
proceedings of the constituted authorities at Bib^. Con- 
cealment here takes the place of publicity; and the selected 
spot is no longer in the centre of a town, but in the heart 
of a forest ; and at a distance from the main road, instead 
of near public baths. The money, also, now produced, 
and which, in some instances, is still remaining in the 
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moulds, was not of largely alloyed silver, as at Bib6, but of 
copper; and since, at this period of the empire, mere 
copper denarii would be worse than useless, there can be 
no doubt that the skill of the forgers would supply a 
coating of silver, before putting them into circulation. 

On the whole, therefore, it seems to amount almost to a 
certainty, that the moulds were made on, or near, the spot, 
where they are from time to time discovered, and that they 
were used in common by forgers, and by the Triumviri Mone- 
tales ; by the former at Ling well- Gate, for the purpose of 
procuring a private supply of counterfeit money; and by 
the latter at Bibe, for the purpose of filling the exhausted 
coffers of the state with a debased coinage of the ancient 
Caesars. Thus, in each case it is evident, that in those 
degenerate days both kings and subjects acted out, in 
practice, what in the Augustan age was confined to words, 

0 cives, cives, qusarenda pecunia priinum est, 

Virtus post nwDomos.'^^JIor, 


BLONDEAU’S PEOPOSAL PGR REFORMING THE 
COINAGE OF ENGLAND. 

[Read before the Kumismatic Society 22nd November, 1838.] 

Chehea^ September 25ifA, 1838. 

My Dear Sir, 

Having had occasion lately to look into the library 
of the British Museum for notices respecting Thomas 
Simon, the celebrated engraver of Coins and Medals about 
the middle of the seventeenth century, I was surprised to 
find a printed paper on a loose sheet, without date, but 
bearing that of 1650 written at the bottom of the page, to 
which the name of Simon is attached also in MS., although 
the paper itself is evidently the production of a foreigner ; 
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'v^^her^as I had always understood that Evelyn^s assertion 
was'^correct, that Simon was born in Yorkshire. 

On a perusal of the document, which is an address from 
the writer to the Parliament of the Commonwealth of 
England, there can be no doubt that it must be ascribed 
to Peter Blondeau, a French engineer, who came over to 
England about that time, for the purpose of prevailing 
upon the council of state to accept of some new improve- 
ments, which he had introduced into the practice of coin- 
ing money, for the use of the British Mint. The paper 
recites the countenance he received at first from the com- 
mittee of the mint, and the diflScuIties he afterwards expe- 
rienced from the master and officers of that establishment. 

The supposition that this paper [A], a copy of which I 
beg leave to enclose to you for the Numismatic Society, 
was really written, or at least addressed, by Peter Blondeau 
to the Parliament, is fully established by another paper [B], 
also in the British Museum, in which his name occurs 
evidently relating to the same subject, and which seems to 
have been addressed to the Parliament a few years after. 
In this, Blondeau enlarges upon the difficulties placed in 
his way, the motive of those obstacles, and upon the advan- 
tages which would accrue, both to the mint and to the 
public, if the Parliament would enforce the adoption of 
his new process : this process being simply the substitution 
of the mill and screw, for the hammer to strike the coin. 
This machinery was not, however, finally provided for the 
mint, as stated by Folkes in the introduction to his “Table 
of English Coins/' till the year 1662. 

These two documents together present several curious 
circumstances respecting the state of the British Mint, and 
the coinage issued from it at this period : and as they seem 
to have escaped the notice of the learned writers on the 
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subject — at least, I do not find them attended to by Folkes, 
although he mentions generally the fact to which they 
relate, — I have thought that perhaps you would not con- 
sider them undeserving of being brought under the notice 
of the society, as illustrative of the history of our coinage. 

Ever, my dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

R. Hamilton. 

Dr. G. Lec; Pres. Nura. Soc. 

Doctors* Commons. 

[A] 

acted from a Folio in the British Museum^ marked 
Miscellaneous Sheets^ 164 — 50, from J^ovemher 27, to 
February 28; gift of George III. 

To THE PaELIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF 
England. 

The assurance that I have, that all your honours’ cares 
and labours have no other aime, than the removing of all 
disorders, the relieving of the people, and increasing more 
and more the happinesse within, and the reputation abroad, 
of this commonwealth, hath emboldened me to put your 
honours in mind, that the coyne when it is ill done doth 
cause many disorders in a state, giving way to the counter- 
feiting and clipping of it, which occasioneth the death of 
several persons ; besides the transporting of the heaviest 
pieces out of the land, to the great hinderance of the 
commerce, and the great losse and incommodity of the poor 
people, which is worthy to be taken into consideration, and 
to be pitied. 

For the remedy of such a disorder, the honourable coun- 
cell of state had prudendy resolved to have the money well 
coyned, if they could but meet with an excellent workman 
to have the conduct of that work A year since, I had 
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hotiee of it, whereupon I sent hither some patterns of coyn, 
which were esteemed and approved of by the said honour- 
able councell of state, which occasioned my camming into 
England; where being arrived, I was very courteously enter- 
tained by the said honourable councell, who then doubted 
not but that Doctor Gourdon, Master of the Mint, would be 
inclinable to a thing so much conducing to the good and 
relief of the people ; but it fell out otherwise ; for having 
applied myself several times unto the said Doctor, he told me 
plainly, that if I was come to be an officer of the mint, they 
were already too many, and that the workmen were more 
than they had need for the coyning of their moneys, which 
they would do so well, that the state would be satisfied ; 
and accordingly he did promise it unto the state, 

A while after, the said wozkmen eoyned some money, the 
said Doctor exhorting them to doe it well, and indeed they 
used their best skill; yet it did cost dear unto the state, by 
reason of the stamps they spoyled : and was so ill-favouredly 
done, that it displeased both the people, and those that had 
any skill therein. 

The honourable councell of state did since give an order, 
the 3rd of February last, that the coyne should be better 
made, and that the honourable committee of the mint 
should hearken unto my proposition ; which is, by a new 
invention of mine, to make a handsomer coyne, than it can 
be found in all the world besides, viz. that shall not only 
be stamped on both flat sides, but shall even be marked 
with letters upon the thicknesse of the brim, whereby the 
counterfeiting, casting, and clipping of the coyne shall be 
prevented. This way is much approved of, and desired by 
all knowing, curious, and understanding men, both in the 
parliaments, and in the honourable councell of state ; and 
even by most men of all sorts and conditions, who have 
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seen my patterns, and doe understand the utility, profit, 
and reputation this commonwealth will get by it. But the 
said Doctor and the workmen of the mint, not willing to 
understand the damnmge they cause unto the poor people, 
and to the state also, and for their own and private 
interest, have so crossed this businesse, that no resolution 
hath yet been taken to procure so much good unto the 
state and the publick. 

The said Doctor hath told me himself in plain tearms, 
that he would doe his utmost to hinder my proposition ; and 
for that end he hath brought in an Irish lock-smith, one 
David Hamm age, a man ill-affected to the present govern- 
ment, who hath been servant formerly (to) the late deceased 
Master Briot, for whom he forged his tools, and marked his 
brasse counters j which Rammage made a proof of a very 
big brasse piece very ill-favouredly done, which was marked 
upon the thicknesse of the brim, after the old way ; which is 
very tedious, and cannot be done upon thin ordinary pieces, 
as I may doe by my new invention. 

Farther to hinder that the said invention of mine should 
be made use of, the said Doctor hath given out, that it was 
a thing so easie to be found out, that the workmen of the 
mint, and any other could counterfeit the same ; and there- 
fore, that it was as good to coyne the money of this com- 
monwealth as it is coyned now in France ; and that he 
might undertake it, he caused the said Irish smith to be 
associated with the workmen of the mint, saying he wotdd 
doe it as well, and cheaper than any body else* The 
money coyned that way, can be cast and clipped ; yet the 
Honourable Sir James Harrington desiring to know Aeir 
price, he did bid them draw a proposition of the lowe^ 
price they would have for (it), which they did, putting it 
very low, with no other design than thereby to discourage 
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hold, yet with submission, to present the following parti- 
culars, containing, besides the said offers; First, the reason 
why the coyn of this commonwealth is clipped and light, 
so that few pieces are to bee found weighing their true 
weight. As also the reason why so much false eoyn is 
now dispersed. And secondly, the onely way to remedie 
the said inconveniences, and to settle a good and constant 
order in the mint. 

As to the first, the reason of the said abuse is, because 
the monie coyned with the hammer is so easie to be coun- 
terfeited, and with so few engines and so little expences, 
that thereby the false coyners are encouraged, and their 
number encreased. And the dailie experience to this day 
shewed, that seldom or never any false coyners have been 
discovered by the noise of the hammer. 

Another reason is, because the monie coyned with the 
hammer cannot be made exactly round, nor equal in 
weight and bigness, and is often grossly marked, and hath 
many other faults, which gives a great facility to the false 
coyners to counterfeit and mould it ; it being very hard 
to discern between a clipped piece, and one not clipped. 
Besides, abundance of coyne is made too light, even at the 
mint : the said Blondeau himself has received some shil- 
lings — which he showed to the committee for the mint — 
which weighed some five, some six, and some seven-pence 
only ; as to the contrarie, he received some that weighed 
seventeen, yea, and eighteen-pence, both of them made so 
at the mint; which inequalitie occasions several goldsmiths 
and others, who receive the monie from the mint, to cull or 
pick out the heaviest pieces to melt them ; and after them, 
others do again cull or pick out the heaviest of them that 
are left, to transport them beyond seas ; so that onely the 
light, the false, and the clipped monie remains within the 
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state, which turns to the great ruin and destruction of com- 
merce, and undoeth those poor people, who spend their 
monie little by little; for having some counterfeited or 
clipped pieces, they cannot put them oflF, but are forced to 
sell them with loss, unto the goldsmiths and others, who 
can spend them among other monies, or trade therein, and 
sell them again to the cash-keepers of the treasurers, bank- 
ers, merchants and others, who make them pass afterwards 
among other monies, so that they return again into the hands 
of the poor. 

The reason why the workmen of the mint do make the 
coyn thus unequal in weight, and do not care to keep the 
true weights is, because it is sooner done. Besides, the said 
workmen may coyn sometimes their own silver, or may 
treat with those that bring their bullion to be coyned, be- 
cause they do not render the coyne by tale, but by the pound, 
and so still there be more pieces in number, than there 
should be in a pound. And the monie so coyned, being 
distributed out of the mint, the officers themselves and the 
workmen of the mint, do cull or pick out the heaviest 
pieces to melt them again, as they themselves have con- 
fessed before the said committee for the mint. And that 
is the thing which, among themselves, they call the mysterie 
or secret of the mint, and which is the cause that by them- 
selves and by their friends, they make use of all their joint 
power and credit, and will lay out all their estate, and leave 
no stone unmoved, to hinder the changing of the waie of 
cbyning the monie. 

As to the waie of remedying these inconveniences, and 
settling a good and constant order in the mint, it cannot be 
done, but by the waie propounded by the said Blondeau, 
by marking the coyn not onely on both the flat sides, but 
also upon the thickness or the edges. The coyn made 
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after that waie, cannot be clipped without taking away the 
marks that. are about the thickness, the which would bee 
easily perceived. Besides, the pieces will bee of an equal 
thickness and largeness; the half-crown of the ordinarie 
weight and bigness ; the shilling and other pieces accord- 
ingly, and so equal among themselves, that it will be 
impossible to take the less (least) thing from anie of them, 
but it will shew less than the rest, and so will become not 
current ; they cannot be altered by washing or any other 
waie, but they will lose their bignesse and glass (gloss), so 
that a blind man will easily feel it. 

The ordinarie coyn marked onely on both the flat sides 
[can be*] moulded, as the experience do shew by the great 
quantity of false coyn moulded, wdiich is current now’' ; but 
when it is marked on the thickness or edges, the marks 
across the said edges can no way be moulded; and though 
they could, yet in that case they ought to be filed after 
round about, specially in the place where it hath been cast, 
to take away the superfluous metal ; which filing cannot be 
done without spoiling and taking away the said marks 
about the edges ; and consequently made easily known 
not to bo current. 

The monie ought to be adjusted piece after piece, equal 
in weight, both gold and silver : and for that end, it is 
requisite that an ojQScer bee appointed in the mint, whose 
charge should bee, to weigh the monie, piece after piece, 
when it is finished; and in case he finds any piece unequal, 
or unhandsomely made, hee ought to reject it, and give it 
to be melted again, upon the charges of the under- 
taker of the mint, thereby to oblige him to bee so much the 
more careful : and for to hinder the connivance of the 

^ The words inserted between brackets, are inserted conjee- 
turally, the original in these places being defaced. 
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weigher appointed to weigh the said pieces, who might 
happen to juggle with the undertaker, another officer may 
bee appointed, to whom any of the people that shall find 
any of the new coined pieces lighter than it should bee, 
might repair within a convenient time, who shall change 
the said light pieces, all which shall bee put to the account of 
the said officer appointed for the weighing : but that cannot 
bee done, except the inonie bee coyned after the said Peter 
Blondeau's waie ; that is, marked on both sides, and 
upon the edges ; else the weigher might pretend it had been 
clipped and made light since it went out of his hand. And 
the inonie being coyned after the said waie, besides hin- 
dering or removing of the aforesaid inconveniences, it will 
raise or encrease the exchange by about ten per centum, to 
the advantage of this commonwealth. 

It is also requisite to mention the standard, or goodness 
of the coyo, that any goldsmith, or refiner, or other whom- 
soever bee permitted to make essay of the current monie; 
and in case it bee not found of the standard, or goodness, 
they might be allowed to bring back to an appointed 
officer, the essay, and the rest of the pieces by them tried, to 
bee then tried again before the commissioners, and the trier 
of the mint; and if it bee found that the said coyn bee not 
of the true goodness, the discoverer shall be rewarded at 
the charges of the trier, that Iiee may have a due care, that 
no coyn comes out of the mint, but such as shall bee of a 
due value, and according to the order of the sfiite. 

The council of state, being willing to prevent the said 
disorders, was desirous to have the monie of the Common- 
wealth well coyned; and therefore having seen the patterns 
of coyns made after a new invention by the said Blondeau, 
and having treated by letters about the quantity of pieces 
that could bo coyned in a week, and what they w^ould cost, the 
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said council caused the said Blondeau, the inventor of that 
waie of coining, to come to London, to treat with him by 
word of mouth, and to agree about the price of coyning the 
monie of this Commonwealth after his way. He being 
then arrived at London, the ... of September 1649, the 
said council bestowed on him £40 sterling, and the late 
Mr. Frost, then secretarie to the said council, told him, 
before witnesses, that the state could not agree with him about 
the price ; and that therefore he should be necessitated to 
retire himself, the state would indemnify him for bis journey, 
both coming and returning, and for the time hee should 
have lost, and would bestow on him such a present, that hee 
would return satisBed. A while after, the said council of 
state ordered the committee of the council of state for the 
mint, to hear the said Blondeau’s proposition, and report it 
to the said council. 

The committee for the mint accordingly took into con- 
sideration, whether the said Blondeau should bee admitted 
to coyn the monie of this commonwealth; and having debated 
it, they resolved and approved that he should be admitted 
thereunto, provided his coyn and his proposition bee advan- 
tagious to the state. 

Afterwards the said committee, having seriously con- 
sidered and examined all the circumstances [regarding the] 
waie of coyning propounded by the said Blondeau, and 
having heard all the objections that could bee [made] again&t 
it, both by the master, officers, and workmen of the mint, 
or by any other of those who appeared in the business; 
upon debate of the whole, the said committee concluded 
and voted, that the said waie of coyning propounded by the 
said Blondeau was better, more advantagious, and more 
honourable for the state, than that which is now used in 
this Commonwealth. 
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Tlie master, the o 6 Scers 5 and the workmen of the mint, 
told the committee, it was not likely the said Blondeau had 
done, himself, the pieces sent by him to the council of 
state. Besides, that it was an old invention, which they 
knew themselves, and that such pieces were onely made for 
curiosity, with very long time and great expence, and that 
it was impossible that that waie might be used about 
the ordinarie coyn, which is thin. They desired, that the 
said Blondeau might be commanded to make a trial of his 
skill for making some other pieces, and that they would do 
as much as the said Blondeau. Therefore the said com- 
monwealth ordered both the said Blondeau, and the said 
workmen, to make their patterns and propositions respec- 
tively; and that hee that would make it with the most 
advantage to the state, should have the imployment. 

At the time appointed, the workmen brought to the 
committee some pieces made after the old waie, which is 
known to them, and some big pieces of silver, stuffed within 
with copper ; but they had drawn no propositions. 

Likewise the said Blondeau brought in about 300 pieces, 
some half-crowns of the ordinarie weight and bigness, some 
shillings, sixpences, and some gold pieces, and presented 
his proposition, which having been refonned according to 
the pleasure of the said committee, it was received and 
accepted by the whole committee, who ordered it to be 
reported to the council of state, according to the order of 
the said council. 

The said committee having then taken into consideration 
the big pieces of silver at the outside, and stuffed witbin 
with copper, made with the engins that are at the Tower, 
and well understood that the said pieces, because they are 
made of several pieces at the top, one of [which] will give no 
sound, so that a blinde man can easily discern it to be false ; 
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and having weighed the long time and great cost required 
for coyning of each piece, because they [are] made of 4 
pieces, namely, one of copper, and one of silver at the top, 
another underneath, and one about, the which ought to be 
adjusted and soldered together, besides several other fashions, 
which cost more than the price of the lawful pieces ^ having 
also considered the great and heavie engins, and great 
number of tools and of men required for making of those 
counterfeited pieces, they acknowledged that it would be 
enough to dissuade any from undertaking it ; the rich not 
being willing, and the poor being unable ; and that though 
they should undertake it, they could not do it without being 
discovered. Besides, that the monie coyned after the waie 
of the said Blondeau, was so thin, that it cannot be so 
counterfeited. 

Whereupon it [was thought] reasonable, that the said 
workmen of [the mint,] although they made use of the great 
and heavie engins that are in the Tower, yet for making of 
some tools they were in need of, and for the other charges of 
coyning about a dozen of pieces, have spent £100, as hee 
that pretends to have laid out the monie hath said before 
witnesses. 

, Afterwards, another order was given by the said com- 
naittee, and some time limited to the said workmen, to 
draw and present their proposition for coyning of the 
monie, marked upon the thickness or edge, as that of the 
said Blondeau is. But after the expiration of the long 
time demanded by them, they brought such a proposition, 
that the said committee having read it over and over, could 
not understand it, nor the sense of it ,* and even those that 
brought it could not explain it; whereby it was apparent to 
the said committee, that they were not able to make their 
proposition good, much less to make the money after that 
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waie which they avowed themselves before the committee. 
Yet they intreated the committee to allow them the time 
of months more, to find, if possible, the new inven- 

tion, and that the said Blondeau’s proposition should be 
communicated unto them; upon which they might frame 
their own. They farther demanded that the said Blondeau, 
and the graver, should have orders to bring in all the pieces 
made by the said Blondeau for a trial, with the stamps or 
dies used for making of them : all which was granted them, 
upon that condition, that if, within the time allowed them, 
they could finde out the means to coyne the monie after 
the said Blondeau’s way, and that thereupon hee should be 
sent back, hee should be indemnified, which was agreed by 
all. But they could never find out the said new invention 
for coyning the thin and neat pieces after that way, with 
the expedition requisite. Yet for all that, they made their 
propositions, which are in the hands of the chairman of the 
committee, as are also the said Blondeau’s propositions, 
which [were kept by them] a year and a half. 

The workmen [would that the committee should be] given 
to understand, [that there were 200] poor families, which are 
maintained by the work of the mint, [contrary to the] truth. 
For some officers of the mint have told before witnesses, 
that formerly their corporation was, at the most, of 40 
masters; and that at this time there are hardly 30 masters, who 
are all rich, have lands or houses, and other waies of main- 
tenance, without the work of the mint. And that when 
they had much monie to coyn, they were wonted to hire 
some joumiemen, giving to some 18 pence, to some 15, 
and to some 12, for half a dale's work. Besides, in case 
the state admits of the said Blondeau to coyn the monie 
after his waie, and the workmen bee willing to work after 
the said waie, hee^will oblige himself to teach them, and 
paie them a reasonable price. 
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The said Blondeau doth not intend to have the gold, nor 
the silver in his custody, but only the charge of working the 
same, by such persons as the state shall be pleased to 
[appoint] thereunto. 

He shall not have the power to admit any one to the 
works of the mint, without the consent and approbation 
of the state. 

Nor will he [require the] keeping of the dies ; or they 
shall be intrusted in the hands of such as the state shall 
admit to work. 

In a word, he doth generally submit to whatever the 
state shall think reasonable, only he prays to consider that— 

1. The exact equalitie that will bee effected by this waie, 
and invention of the said Blondeau, will hinder and avoid 
all the known corrupt practices about coyning. 

2. The charge of the state concerning the same, con- 
sidering all circumstances, will he less than in the old waie ; 
and the honour of this commonwealth much the greater, 
in having their monies coyned in perfection, above, or 
beyond, any other state now known. 

3. The said Blondeau came to London about three 
years and a half since, and hath no other imployment here, 
but to attend the pleasure of the state. 
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LETTER FROM Dk. GROTEFEND. 

^4) 6enfi|e bie erftcu^id^e 2Cnwefen:^eit be0 berfi^mten 
SBaronet ^crfd^et^ urn fur ben er|>a(ten€n 2Cuffa| in 

ben Proceedings of the Numismatic Society, meinen fd)Ulbt9en 5)anf 
gu fagen. £)b mir Qteid) fd^on befftn Sn^alt burd^ ben frfii^ern 2Cu§gug 
au6 bcnfclbcn belannt «?ar/ fo '^at bod^ bcr 2Cuffa| in bet SSoUcnbungz 
mXd)^ ©ie t^m gaben^ ein weit gr5|ere§ Snterejfe fur mid^. S|)re IBcmer^ 
fungen ^bcr ben ©ebraud^ bcr ©olbrin^e ftatt be§ @elbe§^ ^aben mic| fo 
fe^r angejo^en^ bap idf) (Sir SBSitliam Sett)am§ jinnrcid()c ©ntbecfung in 
SSetreff bcr ©olbrtngc unb ©olbfctten §u einem befonbern @tubium meiner 
SOlupe madden werbc. ?iCfleine bep^alb angcfteUtcn Unferfut^ungcn jtnb nodf) 
im erfben ^egtnnen ? aber fo t>iei geljit mtr barau6 fc^on jur ©enfigc 
b)eroor/ bap ber grxed[)tfdf}e SObefapbirafl oon (^dfar§ gaUtfd^em ^riege (v. 12) 
bie rid^tige SeSart oor ftd) i)attc; '^Utuntur (Britanni) aut nnmmo 
sereo, aut anulis ferreis ad certum pondua examinatis pro nummo/' 
3u berfclben 3eit ali ©dfar in ^vitannien/ too man nur eine gertnge fDienge 
@ifen auper bcm 3inn bcS Snnern an bcr <See!&fie gemanti/ unb ^upfer oom 
^u§lanbe bie eifernen Swinge ftaft beS ®etbc§ im ^ebraud^c fanb/ 

marcn bie ©olbringe tm tnncrn 2Cpen ublid^/ menn man anne'^men barf/ bap 
bie ©olbringc unb ?9lufd^cln/ mcld^e man in ben tnbifcben SSopcn neben ben 
SDbSngcn ber rcrfd^iebcnjbcn Hit gefunbcn b<^t/ ebenfatB 50lungcnpelte in 
jenen ©cgenben nertratcn. gragen mtr nad^ bcm Urfprunge biefeg ©ebrau^ 
d^cg/ fo mbd^ten ©ie mo^l tm vg^iob (xcii. ll.) bie dttejte (Spur bcSfelben 
gefunbcn bubeu/ wo ber golbenc SKing ber ^efita gugegeben wirb/ urn beren 
i)unbcrt Sacob (Gen. xxxi. 19.) nod) einen Hdti in Canaan faufte. 3u 
3faaf§ 3eit (Gen. xxiv. 22 & 47) war ber ©oibring nod^ ein weiblid^cr 
Sflafenfdf)mudf ober aud^ ein £)i)rring (Gen. xxxv. 4.)/ unb nid)tg anbereS 
fd^einen bie golbcnen Siinge ber SSmactiten gu ®ib con§ 3eit (Judic. yiii. 24) 
gewefen gu fepn. gu^ ^omcr§ 3cit aber rei|)eten bie ^b^nifen bergletd|cn 
SRingc non ®olb unb anberem gldngcnbcn SKetaite gu .^alSBetten unb Xrtws 
bdnbern/ weld)e fte in fremben fidnbcrn feilbotcn (Odyss. xy. 459.), unb 
nidbtg anbereS war ba§ gotbenc .^Ictnob (Odyss. xi. 327), urn wetd(jeg bo« 
fd^anbbare fJBcib @rtpf)^tc ibren ©emabt ^mpbtaraus nerrietb* SDla^fwbr:* 
biger fSeife wirb bicfeS ^aBbanb non Cicero monite genannt/ unb ber 
VOL. t, B B 
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^Cfttcanet: toon ^cnin unb (Salabat: nenncf nod) ic|t fefn S^inggetb Manilla, 
1^5? (^)5#eg ^eand^t). SBfe toom l^ebvdifd;cn nStt/ tt5eld)eg 
SUgleid) ^5:^6nl!ifd) n?at/ tie 9ried)ifd^e Mvd unb t5mifd)e Mina ftammfr 
fo f^nnre au^ mo|)t monile urfprfingllci) ein p:^5nlfifd)eS Sort fein/ unb 
€inc ©olblette toon t)5d)jtcm SSert^e begeic!^nen a \a felb|t moneta bamit 
toermanbt fetu/ toenn gleid^ 0utbag biefeg ?0Sorte§ @ntfte:^ung auf cine an? 
beve SSeifc ju erfl&ren fud)t : benn moneta fonnte mo'^l urfprungtid^ ein 
einjctneg Stud! ber ganjen ,^'ette/ monile, beseic^net Ijaben. ^icfemnad) 
n)drc ba§ S^inggelb ben ^^5ni!en erjt nad) ^ometg 3eit au§ ben cinjelnen 
6(u(^en bei’ urfptri^ngltdf) fojtbacffen ^anbeBn?aate/ be§ ^alsbanbea oben 
SSufetigefd;meibea bei: SBeibec (benn monile ttourbe nur toon lIBcibern/ vnic 
torques toon Silldnnent Qctragcn)/ auf etne fei^t ttatdtUd)e SBetfe i)ei:toor? 
gegangen. ^ein SfBunbei: ba|)cvv Vtoenn anbere §S5t!er ftott bca ©olbe§ ein 
anbetea ?01ateml bea (ielbeS tnd^lten/ toeid^ea ebenfalta ju ^aiabdnbern 
unb anberm ®efd}metbe jlc^) rei^en lief; rok 5SRufd^eln/ ^etien; ^oeia unb 
(Semmcn. ^emmen wd^ttcn nacb bem be6 ^(efdjinea bie 2Ceti){o? 

pen; toon iueidjcn bie 2Cegpptier ea ternten. ^a ober ber £)rientate feine 
Sfiinge 5itgleid) ala ^mulete bcnu^te; waa mt natdt:tid)et:; ala baf ber 
2Ce09ptter fetnen ©emmen iScarabdengejtalr gob ? Sie ber ^^5nife 
ringe gut 0d)eibem^nge benu^te/ fcuber :jlcg^ptiet 0cotab&cn non gebac^enem 
SSl^onc. JDet golbteidje Cpbter bagegen bilbete bie dg^ptifd)en 0cotabden 
jtoiebet in Oolbe nad); ttoic bet ^cgincte in 0itbet. fSSd^tenb abet bet' 
^plefict eine SStene an bie 0tede bea 0catabfiea fei|te; bet 21eginete 
eine 0(^Ubfr6te; bet TCttifet eine @ule/ bet SSbotiet eincn 0d^tlb; unb baa 
anfanga ftumpige (Sietb tuutbe tmmet bdnnet unb gicrlid^et; bia ea im 
SJlittelaltet gu blofem SSted)e matb. SBenn nun abet bie ^i^bnifen erjt 
^ometa 3eit anfingen etngelne ^Uebet bet lofbbaten *§aiabdnbet gu 
®elbe gu benu^en; fo ijt biefeS auf eine fd^netlete SBeife toetfd||ebcntlic^ ab? 
geSnbert aia man bia^et gegkubt bat: unb biefea fdjetnt mit aud| gang bet 
Slatut gemdf. SGSenn bie ^dd;et bet (S^ronica (i. Chron.xcix. 7.) fc^on 
toon ^ari!en gu ^aoiba unb 0alomo'a 3eit fprcd^en; fo i^at bet fSetfaffet 
betfelben betgleid^en S^ad^ttd^tcn; mie 2. Reg*, xii 4.; nad) bem 0ptad}s 
gebrauc^e feinet geit umgednfcett. ©enn pctftf(|e 25atifen fonnten bie 
guben erjr in bet babplonifd)en ©efangenf^oft lennen ternen; unb feibfi: 
biefea ttodtbe nod) gu ftd:^ ctfd^cinen; mcnn fie nicl^t fc^on bei Esra, ii. 69. 
&, viii. 27/ unb Nehemia, viii. 20. ff. tootfdmen. TCuc^ biefe 5)atiEcn 
merben; Esra, viii. 26. f./ nod) gu bem gemogenen (Siolbe geted&net; unb 
bdtfen ba§et nid^t mit ben fpdfet geprdgten ?9ldngfn toetglfci^cn mctben. 
5m Isaias,iii. 21. ge^btcn bie SRingc unb 6titnteife nodf) mit ben S^euteln; 
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in weld)e (3. Eeg» v. 23.) @elb gebunbcn toitb/ gum SGSeiberfti^mudfe. 
^iefc Sbcen ^abe td^ in alter (Site gufammengetragen^ unb I5nnen babtt 
mil bergeit nod^ eine TCbdnberung etleiben^ icb gtaubte fie aberS^nen 
nicbt norent^)altcn gu burfen/ inetl fie St)nen rietteic^t 3Cnta^ gu vreitern 
gorfd^ungen geben fbnnen. 2)ap $^)cibon in 2Cegina nod) fetn e{ 9 entlid:e§ 
@etb pvdgte/ fonbcrn nur 5Dlaa?e unb ©emid^te feftfe|te/ ba9 erjie ®otb aber 
fpdter in Si^bien geptdgt mxtbe, ^aU id[) in bem 3bnen frdi^er gugefanbten 
2Cuffa^e auSgeffi|)rt. tOian wup in berglcid^en 9'lac|nd)ten immer auf bit 
crfie Cluelle gurMge'^cn : fpdtere @d[)riftfteltec bend)ten mand^e^/ n>o6 nur 
burd^ SJiifoerjidnbnif entftanb. ijt fiber ba§ erffce (S5elb in Stalien unb 
Sfiom/ iuie fiber bas erjie @elb in 2ft^)en/ non fpdtern ®efd[)id^tfcbreibern fo 
nieleS gefabelt/ tt)eld)e9/ at§ ftd) felbjt vniberlegenb/ gar feme SBcacbtung ncra 
bient frcut mid^ ba^er/ ba^ aud) Bit auf bergteid^en ?flad()rid)ten Mnen 
S55ert§ gelegt ^aben : n)a§ un6 nod) oor'^anbenc ?0ifingcn le^ren/ btelbt 
immer bag SJorgfigttc^ere/ unb eben btf^alh bet;ou|)tet eine numigmatif^c 
©efellfdljaft/ beren ^auptgegenftanb immer bie er|aUenen ?£Rfin§en felbfl 
finb/ einen ^) 0 '^en Sfiang in ber SOSiffenfc^aft 

ig>od^ad^tunggnoU mid^ fernerer dJemogenl^ett empfe^tenb/ 

- ergebcnfier jDiener 

^annooer ben 25. Suit X838. 

[Translation.] 

I avail myself of the acceptable visit of the illustrious 
Baronet, Sir John Herschel;, to express to you my thanks, 
for the lately received essay on the proceedings of the 
Numismatic Society. Although I was already acquainted 
with its contents, from the abstract which I had received 
before, I am yet much more interested with the essay in 
its complete form. Your observations upon the use of gold 
rings, instead of money, have interested me so much, that 
I shall employ my leisure in studying particularly Sir W. 
Betham^s ingenious discovery respecting gold rings and 
gold chains. 

The investigations which I have pursued on this subject 
are, as yet, quite in their infancy. I have been able. 
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however, to satisfy myself upon this point — that the Greek 
translator of Caesar’s Gallic War (v. 1*2), had before him 
the correct text, ' Utuntur (Britanni) aut nummo sereo, 
aut anulis ferriis ad certum pondus examinatis pro nummo’ 
— At the same time that Caesar found iron rings used as 
money in Britain (where only a small quantity of iron 
was obtained on the sea coast, besides the tin of the 
interior, and copper obtained from foreign parts), gold 
rings were also used in the inland parts of Asia, if we may 
assume that the gold rings and muscle-sbelk, which have 
been found in the Indian topes, together with coins of 
very different kinds, supplied the place of coin in those 
countries* On enquiring into the origin of this custom, 
you may have discovered the oldest trace of it in Job xlii* 
11 , where the golden ring (the kesita^) was presented 5 for 
100 of which Jacob, also, bought a field in Canaan (Gen. 
xxxiii. 19) : — In the time of Isaac (Gen.xxiv.22,30,47), the 
gold ring was a woman’s nose-jewel, as also an earring (Gen. 
XXXV. 4 ) ; and such seem to have been also the gold rings 
of the Ishmaelites, in the time of Gideon (Judges viii. 24). 
Now in Homer’s time the Phoenicians strung together such 
rings, as those of gold and other shining metals, into neck- 
laces and bracelets, which they offered for sale in foreign 
countries, (Odyss xv. 459) ; and of the same kind was the 
golden treasure (Od. xi. 327) ; for which the shameless 
woman Eriphyle betrayed her husband Amphiaraus. It is 
remarkable that this necklace is called by Cicero ^monile/ 

* (Iceseetah) from agnm, numus, sub agni figura 

{Buxtorf)* The intention of our valued correspondent is not 
quite clear ; heseetah meaning always either a piece of money 
or a lamb, and is so rendered by our translators, both in Job 
xlii- 11 and Gen. xxxiii. 19, the passages alluded to. QtJ 

(nezem zahav) is ‘‘an earring of gold,” and Q.t? ear- 

ring,” is the word that occurs in all the passages here cited. 

-^Ed, K a 
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and the Africans of Benin and Calabar, still call their ring 
money * manilla/ (^gTeatcst weigTit), as from the 

Hebrew word which was also Phoenician, are derived 
the Greek Mva, and the Latin ^ Mina:' so also it may be 
that ^ monile' was originally a Phoenician word, signifying a 
gold chain of very high value ; and even ^ monetd may be 
connected with it, although Suidas tries to explain the 
origin of this word in another manner ; for, ‘ monetd may 
originally have signified one single link of the whole chain 
*monileJ According to this, the Phoenician ring-money 
would have had its origin in Homer’s time, in a very natural 
way, from the single links of what were, at first, the most 
valuable articles of trade, the necklaces or bosom-orna- 
ments of women, for the ' monile' was worn only by 
women, as the * torquis' by men : it is no wonder then, if 
other nations chose, instead of gold, another material for 
money, which was also capable of being strung into neck- 
laces, and other ornaments ; as muscle shells, pearls, 
cowries, and precious stones. According to the Erycia of 
-aEschines, the Ethiopians chose precious stones, and the 
Egyptians learned it from ttem. As, however, the Orien- 
tal made use of his rings as amulets, what was more 
natural than that the Egyptian should give to his precious 
stones the shape of Scarabasi — as the Phoenician used 
metal rings for small coins, so the Egyptian used Scarabsei 
of baked clay. The Lydian again, who abounded in gold, 
copied the Egyptian Scarabsei in gold, as the iEginetan 
did in silver; while, however, the Ephesian put a bee in the 
place of the Scarabaeus, the -IEginetan chose a turtle, the 
Athenian an owl, the Boeotian a shield ; and what was at 
first a massive piece of money became by degrees more thin 
and shapely, till, in the middle ages, it was reduced to a 
simple flat plate- But, if it was in Homer’s time that the 
Phoenicians began to use links of valuable necklaces as 
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money, the alteration was more sudden than has been 
hitherto supposed ; and this, in my opinion, is quite natural. 
If the book of Chronicles (1 Chron xxix. 7) speaks of 
Davies^ as early as the time of David aod Solomon ; their 
author must have altered that sort of information (2 Kings 
xii. 4), according to the mode of speaking in his own time, 
for the Jews could not have become acquainted with the 
Persian Darics till the Babylonian captivity : from this it 
would seem to be still too early, did they not occur in 
(Ezra ii. 69; viii. 27; and Nehemiah vii. 70) ; and these 
darics, too, are reckoned (Ezra viii. 27) in weighed gold, 
and must not, therefore, be confounded with the later 
stamped coin. In (Isaiah iii. 21), rings, forehead bands, f 
together with the bags, in which (2 Kings v. 23) money is 
tied up, belong to the women’s ornaments. 

I have put together these ideas in great haste, and they 
may, therefore, easily admit of alteration upon further con- 
sideration. I thought, however, that I ought not to keep 
them back from you, because they may, perhaps, give rise 
to further investigations on your part. In the essay which 
I have already sent you^ I have shewn that Phidon did not 
stamp any actual coin at JEgina, but only established 
weights and measures ; and that the first money was coined 
later in Lydia. 

In information of this kind, we ought always to go back 

* (adarconim)^ here translated dariken by our corre- 

spondent, occurs only twice in the Bible, in 1 Chron. xxix. 7, 
and in Ezra viii. 27 ; and in both instances, our translators have 
rendered it y drams/’ as also in the other passages, where the 
word is {daremonm)^ though both words are evidently 

intended for Darics.’’ The Books of Chronicles are attributed 
to Ezra, and the mention of Cyrus at the close, accounts for the 
use of this Persic word.— N, C, 

f In Isaiah iii. 21, the words are rings and nose-jewels; ” and 
the word (tabangoth) is rendered rings,” while 

{nezem) is rendered ** jewels” — *'^13 {nizmey-TiaJia^h) <^or- 
naments for the nose.”— Ebf. iV. C. 
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to original sources; later writers present a great deal of 
information, which arises only from mistake. Much fabulous 
matter has thus been related, by later historians, about the 
first money in Italy and Rome, as also about the first money 
in Athens, which, as even contradictory to itself, desires no 
regard whatever. I am glad, therefore, that you too, have 
set no value upon this hind of information ; what we learn 
from coins that still exist, is always to be preferred ; and 
on this account a Numismatic Society, whose chief object 
is the preserved coins themselves, holds a high rank in 
science. 

Commending myself to your future favours, with great 
respect. Your faithful Servant, G. F. Grotefend. 

To De. Lee, Pres. Num, Soc, 


XIX. 

THE EAGLE AND THUNDERBOLT ON THE 
COINS OF ROME AND SYRIA. 

By Samuel Sharte, Esq. 

[Read before the Namismatic Society, December 27, 1838.] 

The greater part of the coins of the Ptolemies, the kings 
who governed Egypt after the death of Alexander the Great, 
have on one side the Eagle and Thunderbolt, which may 
easily he shewn to be the same as the Eagle and Sun, the 
well known hieroglyphic for king, or Pharaoh upon the 
earlier Egyptian monuments. The coins, indeed, of Cleo- 
patra Cocce and her sons, which have on them two eagles, 
because there were two sovereigns reigning together, are 
alone enough to prove this meaning. 

In the series of Roman consular coins, as engraved by 
Goltzius, we find seven coins having the same eagle and 
thunderbolt, which in some cases may be proved, and in 
the other cases seem likely, to have been used in Rome, in 
boast of the senate having exercised some act of sovereignty 
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over Egypt. As there are also several other coins in the 
same series, on which we see marks of the Roman dealings 
with Egypt, and which bear upon this argument, I shall 
bring them forward in the order of time, as I meet with 
them. 

'I'he first time that we meet with the Romans in the 
history of Egypt, indeed the first time that they had been 
heard of out of Italy as a nation, is in the year B. c. 274, 
when Pyrrhus king of Macedonia had been beaten by them 
in Italy, and Ptolemy Philadelphus, the greatest king of his 
day, sent an embassy to Rome to wish them joy of their 
success. The senate sent back to Egypt four ambassadors 
to make a treaty of friendship with the great king; and 
three years afterwards, when two of these ambassadors 
were chosen consuls, we see the fruits of their visit to Alex- 
andria ; we learn from Pliny, and the coins, that C. Fabius 
Pictor and Q. Ogulnius Gallus then coined the first silver 
denarii that were seen in Rome. 

It is not, however, till many years later, till Rome and 
Egypt had changed places with one another, till the 
Romans spoke as masters, and the Ptolemies obeyed the 
haughty orders of the senate, that we find on the Roman 
coins those striking traces of their dealings with Egypt. 
Id the year B. c. 204, this great kingdom and its wide pro- 
vinces, in Africa, in Asia, and even in Europe, weakened 
by the vices and misgoverment of Ptolemy Philopator, 
paf?sed into the hands of his son Ptolemy Epiphanes, then 
a child only five years old ; and it was in danger of being 
conquered, and having its provinces shared between the 
kings of Syria and Macedonia, when the ministers of the 
infant autocrat put their country under the care of Rome. 
The senate then sent M. .ffimilius Lepidus to govern 
Egypt in their name, under the modest title of tutor to the 
young king. 
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This high honour was not forgotten by Lepidus, when he 
afterwards struck his consular coins. On one side of them 
we see the city of Alexandria, represented by the head of 
a woman crowned with walls and turrets, with the word 
ALEXANDREA ; and on the other side is the Roman in 
his toga, holding the diadem over the head of the young 
Ptolemy, with the words TVTOR • REG among his other 
titles. 

We now come to the Brst eagle and thunderbolt that we 
meet with on the Roman coins. It is on one struck by 
Sextus AUius Catus, when he was Curule AEdile, in the 
eighth year of his reign ; and though we know nothing that 
he had to do with Egypt, beyond being employed, according 
to Livy, in bringing coin from Alexandria for the use of 
Rome, yet it seems probable, and will in the course of these 
pages be made still more so, that it was for some act of 
sovereignty which he then exercised in Egypt on behalf of 
the senate, that he put these marks of Egyptian royalty on 
his coins. 

Forty years later the senate was again called upon to 
save Egypt from being conquered by Antiochus the Great, 
king of Syria, and then to settle the quarrels between 
Ptolemy Philometor, and Ptolemy Evergetes II,, who were 
fighting for the crown of Egypt. This the senate did ^by 
sending away the younger brother to reign in Gyrene. We 
do not know who were the Roman ambassadors who made 
this award, but Cassius Longinus who was consul the next 
year, and Juventius Thalna who was consul the year after, 
both put the thunderbolt and eagle on their coins, and 
thereby lead us to believe that they so far governed Egypt 
in the name of the senate. 

The next eagle and thunderbolt is on a coin of C. Marius, 
who seems to be the sou of thejgeneral who was seven times 
VOL. I. c c 
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consul, rather than the g^reat man himself. But, in either 
case, it seems to point to some share, that be may have had, 
either in seizing or governing the province of Gyrene, which 
the senate took from Egypt, in the year B. c, 97. 

The next time that we meet with these marks of Egyp- 
tian royalty, is in the coins of Lentulus Sura, and Aurelius 
Cotta, who were consuls ; the first in the tenth, and the 
second in the fifteenth years of Ptolemy Neus Dionysius, 
As he spent many of the first years of his reign in begging 
and bribing the senate to acknowledge him as king, we can 
well understand that these Roman consuls may have had 
some good cause to claim this distinction ; indeed, Cicero 
tells us in his second oration against Rullus, that in the 
consulship of Cotta, the senate found it necessary to send a 
fleet to Alexandria to enforce their orders. 

About the same time we find a coin of Licinius Crassus, 
with a crocodile on one side, and the prow of a ship on the 
other ; which must be understood to mean that he beat the 
Egyptian feet in the mouth of the^Nile: and this meaning 
of it may be said to be proved by a coin of Julius Caesar, 
which has on it a crocodile, with the words AEGYPTO 
CAPTA. 

For the last time before the fall of Egypt, we find the 
ea^le and thunderbolt on the coins of C* Sosius, the friend 
of Marc Antony, who at the same time put the head of 
Antony, who was then king of Egypt, on the other side of 
his coins. This was the last year that Antonyms party was 
uppermost in Rome; and he was, for the third time, made 
consul elect for the coming year ; but before he entered 
upon office, war was declared against him by Ocfavianus : 
he was beaten at Actium, and Egypt made a province of 
Rome. 

After this time we often meet with the same emblems 
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on the BLoman coins under the early Caesars ; but enough 
have been brought forward to shew that they were borrowed 
from Egypt, and always meant as a boast of some sway 
over that country. 

If we now turn to the history of Syria, we see that when 
Ptolemy Philometor, king of Egypt, quarrelled with Deme- 
trius Soter, he set up Alexander Balas, as a pretender to 
the throne of Syria. Alexander, with the help of his 
Egyptian ally, overthrew Demetrius, and slew him in battle. 
He was then acknowledged as king of Syria, and he married 
the daughter of the king of Egypt, On this he put the 
Ptolemaic eagle and thunderbolt on his coins ; and we can 
hardly be mistaken in saying, that unlike the Romans, he 
did so to acknowledge his debt to Ptolemy Philometor. 

Alexander Balas, however, soon quarrelled with his 
father-in-law, who recalled his daughter, and then turned 
those forces against him, which had only just seated him 
on the throne. Philometor sent for Demetrius, the son of 
his late enemy Demetrius Soter, and marched with him 
against Alexander Balas; and in that very year, as we 
learn from the date of the coins, Demetrius put on them 
his own head, with the eagle and thunderbolt. 

Antiochus VL, the son of Alexander Balas, was for a 
short time made use of as a puppet by an ambitious general, 
and seated on the throne of Syria ; and he tilso, most likely 
in imitation of his father, put the eagle and thunderbolt on 
his coins. 

These are the chief of the coins which were struck with 
the eagle and thunderbolts, before the fall of the Ptolemies ; 
and when taken together, and thus set side by side with 
the facts in history, seem to prove that they are all copied 
from the coins of Egypt. 

There are, however, some other coins which may be 
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mentioned. One of Pyrrhus, the last of the Macedonian 
kings, the king who was led captive to Kome, has the same 
eagle and thunderbolt ; but the gaps which disfigure history, 
are unfortunately so wide, that we know not what he had 
to do with Egypt. There is another coin still more impor- 
tant. It has on one side a head meant for a portrait; on 
the other side, the eagle and thunderbolt with the words 
BA3IAE^i2-EYArOPOY*KYnPION, Of king Evagoras, of 
the Cyprians; and the whole is within a branch of laurel. 
Now, Evagoras reigned over Cyprus before the time of 
Alexander the Great, and jointed Acoris, king of Egypt, in 
a league against the invasion of Persia, Hence, if this 
coin were made in the reign of the king whose name it 
bears, instead of being copied from the Egyptian coins, it 
must have been the model from which the Ptolemies copied. 
But this is very unlikely, we may almost say impossible. 
There is nothing about the coin, as shown in the engravings, 
which agrees with such an age, and it is much more likely 
to have been coined in Cyprus, after that island had been 
conquered by the Romans, and to have had the head of 
Evagoriis put upon it, in honour of the greatest king that 
this land ever had to boast of. The coin is very much in 
the style of that of king Perseus, last mentioned. 


XX. 

THE CITY MEDAL. 

BY PERMISSION OE THE ROYAL ENTERTAINMENT 
COMMITTEE, 

W E have the gratification of giving with our present 
number an engraving of the city medal, executed by Mr. 
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William Wyon. Many of our readers are aware, that 
when her majesty dined at Guildhall last year, that artist 
published a small medal in commemoration of the event ; 
having on one side the head of the Queen, and on the 
reverse the representation of the Guildhall, with an inscrip- 
tion on the exergue. The city authorities took the hint, 
and the chairman of the Royal Entertainment Committee 
had an interview with Mr. Wyon, and proposed that he 
shcfuld execute a medal on a much larger scale, to record 
the visit of the youthful Queen. The following is an ab- 
stract of the report of the committee. — 

To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aider- 
men and Commons of London^ in Common Council 
assembled/^ 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, your com- 
mittee appointed to conduct the entertainment to Her 
Majesty in Guildhall, on Thursday, the 9th day of 
November last, to whom it was referred to provide a 
suitable and appropriate medal, commemorative of an 
event so highly honourable to the City of London, 
and to whom it was also referred, to make their hum- 
ble application to Her Majesty, that she would be 
pleased to do the city the honour to sit for her picture, 
and to signify her royal pleasure therein ; and that 
they do at the same time express to Her Majesty, the 
deep and grateful sense this court will ever retain of 
Her Majesty’s gracious condescension, in honouring 
their late entertainment in the Guildhall with her 
royal presence, and that of the royal family, and to 
give such other directions in respect thereof, as we 
might see most lit; do certify, that having considered 
the best course to be pursued with respect to providing 
the medal, we were attended by Mr. William Wyon, 
one of the officers of Her Majesty’s mint, who laid 
before ns several profiles of Her Majesty, for the new 
coinage ; and we agreed with him to provide a medal, 
bearing on the obverse Her Majesty’s head with a tiara, 
with the words VICTORIA' REGINA, and on the re- 
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^erse, a representation of the front of Guildhall, with 
the royal standard and the words in honour of her 

MAJBSTY^S VISIT TO THE CORPORATION OF EONDON, 

ON THE 9th OF NOVEMBER, 1837, &C. &C. 

The report concludes with an account of the application 
of the committee to Her Majesty, that she would be gra- 
ciously pleased to sit for her portrait, and Her Majesty's 
assent to the request. 

As a work of art, this medal will speak for itself ; as a 
portrait of Her Majesty, its fidelity is acknowledged by the 
most competent judges. 


XXL 

ON THE MEDALLIONS OF CARACALLA AND GETA, 
WITH THE HEAD OF THE LATTER ERASED. 

On the 2lst of June last, a paper was read to the Numis- 
matic Society by Mr. Samuel Birch, on the brass medallions 
of Caracalla and Geta, struck at Pergamus and at Stra- 
tonicea, with the head of the latter erased from the field. 
These medallions have already been noticed by Sestini in 
his Desorizione del Museo Hedervariano,"^ and supposed 
by that learned writer to have been thus defaced in con- 
sequence of a prescript of Caracalla. He states, that in 
the collection alluded to, there are seven medallions struck 
in honour of the family of Severus, and that the head of 
Geta on the pieces in question, was doubtless destroyed, 
together with the inscriptions and every other memorial of 
the unfortunate prince. Spartian does not allude to this 
endeavour of Caracalla to blot out the memory of his 
murdered brother; but Dio distinctly says, that the images 
of Geta were destroyed ; and that even comic poets were 
not suffered to call their servants by the name of Geta. 

* Parte IL 4 t 05 Ferinze, 1828, p. 283. 
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Mr. Birch remarks, that it is not a little singular that the 
erasure should have been made on the money of a remote 
Asiatic town, while the coinage of the imperial mint of 
Borne remained untouched. From this circumstance the 
writer is led to conclude, that the erasure was effected by 
the local authorities at Pergamiis and Stratonicea, who 
endeavoured to cultivate the favour of Caracalla by this 
spontaneous act of servility, in the true spirit of the times, 
and in perfect accordance with the acts of the municipal 
functionaries, quo nobiliores eo promptiores ad servitium.'^ 
Both these towns struck several coins in honour of Severus 
and his family, which generally bear the portraits of its 
members, thus : Severus and Julia Domna — Caracalla and 
Geta — Caracalla and Plautilla. The offence to Caracalla 
was the ^sociation of Geta in the empire under the title of 
Angustus. On the coins bearing his eflSgy alone, or the 
title of Cassar only, the portrait remains uninjured. 

The authority of the medals is thus as conflicting as that 
of the historians, who represent Caracalla as shedding 
tears at his brother’s statue or portrait, and indiscriminately 
murdering Geta’s partisans or his own adherents. Popular 
indignation manifested itself immediately after the commis- 
sion of the fraticidal act ; and to wipe off the obloquy of 
the deed, Caracalla ultimately allowed his brother to be 
styled Divus,” with the remark, *‘Sit divus, dum non sit 
vivus and the historian continues, Denique eum inter 
divos retulit, atque ideo utcunque rediit cum forma in 
gratiam parricida/^ 

The mint of Stratonicea commemorates this fact by the 
countermark of 0EOY; and a small head placed below the 
erased bust, or on the erasure. But this is not all : on 
these coins, which bear the heads of Severus and Domna, 
there is the countermark of a small head, and the letters 
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rET*0BOY, which leaves no.doubt of the meaning or appli- 
cation of the latter word. The same countermark also 
appears on a medallion of Garacalla and Plaatilla. 

The coins alluded to in this paper are as follows : — 

Pergamus in Mysia. 

AYTO * KAI • M * AYPH * ANTONEINOC . Busts 

of Garacalla and Geta in military attire, facing that of 
Garacalla to the left, and Geta to the right erased. Goim- 
termark, a small head. 

Rev — em * CTPT * KAAYAIANOY • TePHANAPOy. A female 
figure standing, her head surmounted by the calathus ; in 
her right hand a patera, in her left a cornucopia, Victory 
behind, placing a garland on her head. In the exergue, 
nePPAMHNaN • B(?) maKOVm. M. Medallion. 

Specimens of this medallion are in the collection of the 
British Museum, and in the cabinet of Mr. Burgon. 

Stratonicea in Caria. 

I. 

..... KAI * A • ee • CeOYHPOC Laureated busts of 

Severus and Domna face to face ; between them a small 
beardless helmed head, countermarked with 1’6T and 
eeoY. 

i?ep.-emMGAH • ‘ * TI • • • APICTGA * CTPAT0NIK6ai^'. 
Diana Leucophryne standing with her attributes ; a star 
and moon in the field. SesUnU loco. sup. p. 232. 

II. 

AYT-K-M^AYP-ANTOK** -TNOC-C - • A^ -CTSTAC-K. 
The busts of Garacalla and Geta, facing that of Garacalla 
laureated and to the left, and of Geta to the right erased, 
as well as his name. Countermark, a small human head. 

UP ‘ ZaCIMOY • TOY • nPOCICTOY* CTPATONIKGDN. 
Severus in military attire, on horseback before an altar, 

holding in his left hand a spear M. Medallion. See- 

tinh loco. sup. p. 280. 

This medallion is figured by Sestini, who probably con- 
siders the letters IIP. to stand for HPoSikou ; as he mentions 
the local government of the city to have been under Cura- 
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tori amoDg other officers. They might, however, stand for 
nPnrctvewcj but the HP in these instances is generally 
affixed to the name. 


IIL 

Obverse — as the preceding, but with the countermark of 06 OY. 

Rev.—eui ‘ APXONTOC CTPATONIKeaN * • A female 

figure standing full faced, her head surmounted by the 
flower of the lotus; in her right hand a patera, in her 
left, a torch held erect, A dog reclining at her feet and 
looking up to the goddess. Medallion. Sestini, ibid. 

The goddess is Diana Lima, the scene of whose loves 
with Endymion, was laid at M Latmus or Lathymus in 
Caria. 


IV. 


Obverse — as the preceding. 

Rev^— lACONOC ^ CTPATONIKeilN. A female figure 

walking to the left, her head surmounted by the calathus 
and lunated disk ; in her right hand a torch held erect ; 

the object held in her right hand obliterated. JEt, 

Medallion* Cabinet of Mr* Burgori. 

Mr, Birch observes, that this medallion has been re- 
struck, but that the type is similar to that of the preceding, 
indicating the same goddess ; and that the lotus flower of 
Sestini is probably the calathus and disk, the common head 
attire of Diana in her character of Hecate, or the full and 
dichotomized disk of the moon. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON A COIN OF CLEOPATRA AND 
M. ANTONY. 

[In a letter to the Editor.] 

In answer to yonr friend’s questions, respecting the curious 
coin above engraved, the following observations occur to 
me. If you should deem them worthy of insertion in your 
next number, they are much at your service. 

It is not unknown to you that we are indebted to Haym 
for the first notice of this coin and the merit is due to 
him of having correctly attributed it, and noticed its date. 
It may, however, be observed, that the indiflTerent preser** 
vation [mediocre comervazione) of the specimen which he 
had under his eye, probably led him into the error of 
reading and engraving N6A instead of N6, for it is very 
unlikely that the word NCA should be found bn it. 

The coin having on each side merely an inscription 
occupying the Jield, may be cited, as affording one of the 
few examples known, of a coin without any type or repre- 
sentation on it. This circumstance renders it also, at first 
ight, rather a dubious matter, w^hich side was originally 
ntended as the obverse; but as the style of the minting 
appears to be decidedly Egyptian, this inquiry I shall con- 


^ Tesoro Britannico, 1720. Yol. ii. p. 171. plate 1, No. 5. 
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sider as solved, by following the peculiar and well-known 
indications in this respect, which are uniformly to be 
observed on most of the copper coins of the Ptolemies. 
We shall, therefore, probably not err, in describing our 
coin as follows ; supplying, from a very fine and perfect 
example in the British Museum, the letters partially 
obliterated in the present specimen. 

Obverse,— BACIA • ©6A • N6. 

Rev,—Am00 ‘ YEA * T. 

I have often had occasion to remark that coins are the 
best commentators on coins ; and on this occasion, we may, 
with advantage, call in the aid of an unerring, and most 
satisfactory commentary on the above truncated words, by 
referring to another coin (also in the British Museum), 
without which there might, perhaps, arise a diversity of 
opinion as to the true reading of both inscriptions, 
especially that on the obverse. It will, however, be 
readily conceded, on referring to the following description, 
that there can be no doubt that the coin under con- 
sideration was also struck in honour of Cleopatra, and 
M. Antony. 

Obverse.— 2oxix^\t of Cleopatra BACIAICCA * KAeOEATPA 
GGA * NGOTePA. 

Portrait of M • Antony M • ANTCONIOC • AYTOKPATCOP 
TPITON • TPICON • AN AP CON. 

Returning to our coin, therefore, we interpret the in- 
scription on its obverse, Queen [Cleopatra] the younger 
(or new) Goddess [Isis], and that on the reverse [Marcus] 
Antonius, consul for the third time. It is precisely the 
letters YnA[roc]* r. (equivalent to COS •III., so often seen 
on Roman denarii) which gives the coin before us a degree 
of interest, perhaps, unexpected, as it supplies us with a 
date ; and helps us to ascertain on what occasion the title o 
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the younger goddess^ or the new Isis was probably given to 
Cleopatra, 

According to Eckhel/ Antony became consul for the 
third time a. u. c. 728, (or B. c. 31), in the early part of 
which year onr coin was most probably struck at Alex*- 
ondria : for as the battle of Actium was fought in 
September, and those disasters immediately followed which 
led to the death of Antony and Cleopatra soon afterwards, 
there appears to be no period of the year b. c. 31, except 
the early part of it, to which the date on the coin can apply. 
It is remarkable, that to this period some of the most 
extraordinary passages in the lives of Antony and Cleo- 
patra are to be referred. We learn from the 53rd Book 
of Dion Cassius (which comprises the history of the 
years of Rome, 722 and 723, b. c, 32 and 81), that among 
many other abuses of the religious ceremonies of the times, 
Cleopatra caused herself to be drawn about in public as a 
goddess, in a golden car, and that she and Antony were 
painted, and otherwise represented^ together^ the one as Osiris 
and Bacchus^ and the other as Selene and 

Plutarch, in his life of Antony, referring to about the 
same period of time, relates, that having assembled the 
Alexandrians in the Gymnasium, Antony made an oration 
to the people, sitting on a throne of gold ; and that Cleo- 
patra, who occupied a similar throne by his side, vwre 
the sacred robe of Isis^ and gave answers to the people as the 
new [or young] ^ 


These events, as recorded by the authorities cited, imme- 
diately preceded the date of the coin before us, and there- 

® Doct, Num. Yet YoL vi. p. 48. 
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fore render needless any further explanation of the purport 
of its singular inscription, with which it is also suflBciently 
obvious that we may connect an intention to honour and 
commemorate the personages alluded to. That the people 
of Egypt had been long familiar with the ceremony of 
deifying their kings, is proved by the inscription on the 
Kosetta stone. 

In admitting, however, that it was the intention of the 
Alexandrians to honour Cleopatra and Antony by striking 
the coin under consideration, it will be perceived that it was 
not as mortals that they were so honoured, I must be allowed 
here to refer to an opinion which 1 formerly e^xpressed,^ 
and would adduce this coin in support of that opinion. It 
must not he for a moment supposed, that it was ever in- 
tended as a medal struck for the purpose of commemoration 
alone, as is the case with modern medals ; on the contrary, it 
can be proved to have been a current coin. 

In a copy of Havercamp, before me, is preserved a set 
of plates, of the coins of the kings of Egypt, which were 
never published, and appear to have been suppressed, per- 
haps for want of the letter press : among the coins engraved 
on these plates, in addition to a specimen corresponding in 
size, and every other particular, with the coin under consi- 
deration, I find an engraving of a coin half the size, and 
bearing precisely the same inscription ; the one being size 
No. 7? of Mionnet, and the other size No. 4|. The coins 
are very well engraved, and represented of their real dimen- 
sions; so that this plate proves the existence of two sizes 
of the coin we have been considering, and leads to the 
conclusion that it was unquestionably struck, (as were all 
other ancieut coins), for current money only. 

Brunswick Square, ThoMAS BuRGON. 

19 ^/^ 1838 . 

^ Numismatic Journal, Vol. I. page 124, Art. XVIII. 
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Collection of Oriental Coins, belonging to Dr. de 
Sprewitz.^ — Tile following account of this celebrated collection 
will afford much curious information to the reader of Oriental 
literature, and more especially to every admirer of Oriental 
Numismatics. 

Dr. de Sprewitz, a Russian counsellor, known as an able and 
zealous numismatist, has spent much time and labour, duiing his 
residence in Moscow, in forming an extensive collection of 
Oriental coins. Advanced age, however, and a consequent change 
of circumstances, now compel him to give a description of the 
contents of his cabinet, under the hope that some more youthful 
labourer in the same department, or some public society, may be 
induced to purchase the entire series. 

This collection has been arranged by Mr. Frahn, counsellor of 
state, and director of the Asiatic Museum at St. Petersburg ; 
and it appears from bis Descriptive Catalogue^ that there is a sum 
total of 1018 pieces, viz. 15 of gold, 874 of silver, and 103 of 
copper. They are distributed into the following classes : — 


1 . Coins of the Caliphs : 

a. Omayades 16 pieces. 

5. Abbasides 27o 

2 . Ispebehdis . 30 

3. Edrisides . , , 7 « 

4 Aghlebides 2 

5. T^irides 25 « 

6 . Samanides 1 1 1 « 

7. Princes of the Bulgarians 2 

8 . Boowihides . . 2 

9. Siyarides 1 « 

10. Merwanides 1 «« 

11. Turk^ChansHoeLke ! 9 << 

12 . Seldshukides , 3 « 

13. Atabekes a 

14 . Artokides « 

15. Choresmi Shahs ’ 5 « 


36. Dshudshides (Khans of the Golden Hord) , 259 « 

17* Khans of the Crimm 5 <« 
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18. Hulaguides 13 pieces. 

19. Ilechanides , 3 

20. Dshagataides 5 

2 1 . Timoorides, Kybanides, &c 9 “ 

22. Baboorides 5 “ 

23. Osmanides (Turks) 40 

24. Dynasts of Persia • ... 39 

25. JPagratides . .26 

26. Different Dynasties, and uncertain ones . . 20 

27. Miscellaneous Coins, Chinese, Japanese, &c. . 20 


In addition to the above, tkere are five Mahoniedan seals, and 
two scymetars, witb Persian inscriptions. 

This splendid collection is well known ; M. Frahn who has 
arranged, classified, and catalogued it, speaks of it in his disser- 
tation on three coins of the Wolga-Bulghares, in the Memoires 
de I’Acad, Imp6r. des Sc. de St. Petersb. VIme. serie/' 
1830 : and again in his dissertation on the coins of the Ulus 
Dshudgi, St. Petersb. 1832. Those coins which- were procured 
for this collection from the cabinet of M. Pfiug are mentioned by 
him in his work Beitrage zur Muhamedaniscken NumismaWkJ^ 
The short treatise of this author, De Musei Sprewitziani 
Mosquae Numis Cupreis/’ refers to a former collection of Dr. de 
Sprewitz, now in the cabinet of the university of Charkow. 

The following observations will shew the great value and im- 
portance of the collection. 

Among the coins of the Caliphs are two most remarkable ones 
of silver, of the year of the Hegira 148, coined at Knfa and 
at Arran ; the only coins heretofore known of that year, are one 
of copper (Bokharra) in the cabinet of St. Petersburgh ; and one 
of silver (Muhammedan) at Stockholm. The collection at St. 
Petersburgh possesses hut a fragment of a silver coin of the year 
194 Serendsch ; but in that of Dr. de Sprewitz, there is a speci- 
men in fine preservation ; there is also a silver coin of the year 
199, coined by a Tobhatoka, under the sovereignty of M/ihraoun, 
which is particularly rare. About sixteen years ago, by a lucky 
accident, the cabinet at Gotha produced a coin of Ali Kidha, 
Mahmoun's proclaimed successor {HalL Liter at. ZeiU 1820, No. 
286), with which it was possible to complete a fragment of a 
similar coin of the year 204, published by M. Frahn (Prolusio, 
p. 19, &c.). Since that time M. Frahn has published a similar 
coin, belonging to the cabinet of Mr. Nejelow ; a third specimen 
of the year 204, coined at Mahommedia, is in the collection of 
M. de Sprewitz, in whose possession are likewise one of each 
of the years 208, 209, 210 (of which years only two besides are 
known to numismatists) that of 208 was coined at Demeshk, of 
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209, and of 210, at Arran. The coins of Mahmonn's immediate 
successor, are all very scarce ; here there are 28 of them. OP the 
Caliph Mntassemhillah, only 7 are known to be in existence, 2 
in the Academy of Science, at St. Petersburgh, and 5 in this col- 
lection. Of Mule’wekkel-al- Allah, there are here 8 coins; at St. 
Petersburgh only 2. Of Mustaim only 4 coins were heretofore 
known (248, 249, and 250) one of them of Tiliis (248) was in 
the cabinet of M. Pflug; and it is now, with 5 others, in the pos- 
session of M. de Sprewitz. Of Mused-billah, only 4 were known ; 
in this collection, there are as many. Of Muhtedi, of which there 
is only one specimen at St. Petersburgh, and no other known, 
there is here one. Of the two coins of Mutemed, one is to be found 
here, of the year 256, formerly in the possession of M. Pflug, 
There is also a coin of the year 333, on which the name of the 
coining place is not very distinct. This piece is very remarkable, 
it bears the name of the Caliph, El-Mostakfl-hillah, and of the 
famous Emir-al-Omrah, Turun or Tuzun. These are the most 
interesting among the coins of the Caliphs ; and the number is 
greater than that of any other collection of which we have any 
knowledge. At St. Petersburgh, for instance, we find only 9 
coins of the Oraayades, and 58 of the Abbassides; at Kajan 
9 of the Omayades, and 49 of the Abbassides ; at Gotha 1 2 
of the former, and 74 of the latter ; at Milan 13 Omayades, and 
44 Abbassides. Marsden mentions 15 of the Omayades, and 52 
of the Abbassides. The present collection is enriched with 16 of 
the Omayades, and 270 of the Abbassides, The following classes 
contain many remarkable species. The coins of the Ispebedis have 
obtained an interest from M. Frahn's discovery, that they were 
coined by the native prince of Tabarestan, towards the end of the 
eighth century, being formerly ascribed to the Satfanides, and 
afterwards supposed to be the first coins of the Caliphs. The coins 
of the Tahrides are particularly numerous, and some very rare, 
while at St. Petersburgh there are but 11, at Kasan 4, and in 
the other collections mentioned above, there are none : those which 
are particularly deserving of notice are, one of the year 220, of 
which only 2 are known; one of the year 221, the only one known; 
one of 226, of which year but one is known ; and one of 233, the 
only one known. The coins of the Wolga-Bulgharians, are 
extremely rare ; one of the year 338, belonging to this collection, 
has been described by M. Frahn in his dissertation, where he 
calls it, not undeservedly, an ornament of the new collection of 
M. de Sprewitz another coin is of the year 366. Of the rare 
coins of the Buwihredes, M. Frahn has described that of the year 
337, (Schiraz) which is now in this collection, as “ Nummiim 
rarissimum/' 

These observations may be sufficient to call the attention of 
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numismatists to a collection wMch, in its kind, surpasses any 
known private one, and can be put in comparison with any 
public one. 

These few descriptive remarks may suffice to invite the attention 
both of private individuals, and of the directors of public 
cabinets, to a collection of oriental coins far surpassing that of 
any amateur, and scarcely inferior, in value and extent, to the 
Oriental series of any national institution. 

Dr. Grote, of Hanover, is charged with the negociation ; and 
the editor of the Numismatic Chronicle will undertake the trans- 
mission of any communication on the subject. 

New Edition oe Ruding’s Annals of the Coinage. — 
Thirteen numbers of the new edition of this valuable and impor- 
tant work have already appeared* Besides several new plates, 
it contains much additional letter-press, comprising an account of 
the vast deposit of coins in the river Dove at Tutbury, and the 
Beaworth hoard of the pennies of ‘William the Conqueror, The 
typography of this edition is remarkable for its neatness and 
beauty, and the whole work, when completed”, will be a valuable 
addition to the English Historical Library, since it is not to the 
numismatist alone that it will prove useful. The history of the 
coinage of any nation must he important, and cannot fail to throw 
much light on manners and customs, to which the ordinary 
chronicler but seldom alludes. ‘‘ Ruding” is rich in such infor- 
mation ; and those who would make themselves acquainted with 
some of the most interesting events in English history, will do 
well to subscribe to the Annals of the Coinage,"' even though 
not possessed of a taste for numismatic studies. 

Numismatic Books, — The prices realised at the sale of the 
late Mr. Young’s stock of Numismatic Books, affiord good evi- 
dence that the taste for numismatic pursuits is gaining ground in 
this country. All the books sold w^ell, and some of them brought 
prices so high, as to make it evident that the purchasers, in their 
eagerness to form a numismatic library, paid but little attention 
to the intrinsic merit of the works. 

Discovery of Treasure. — A countryman, while raising 
stones, some days ago, on a farm in the barony of Knock- 
ninny, in this county, was fortunate enough to iSnd, under a 
heavy flag, ah earthen vessel containing a large number of gold 
coins of various kinds, some of them of great antiquity, and all 
in perfect preservation. Among them we observed guineas of the 
reign of William III., George I., and George II., with half 
guineas of those reigns, some large Portuguese, and small Roman 
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coins, all briglit, and of the purest gold* There was an aperture 
under the stone, large enough to admit a hand to reach the 
treasure. — Packet. 

Coin Sale at Munich. — On the 23rd of July last, the 
duplicate coins of the Royal Collection were sold at Munich. 
The sale catalogue is entitled — Verzeichniss^ von Miinzen und 
Medaillen besonders bayerisclier, pfalzischer und geisilicher Fursten 
Muriohen Lindau. 1838. 1 2mo., pp. 2 1 6, with a genealogical table. 

History oe the French Cabinet. — The Chevalier du 
Mersan has published a small volume in octavo, entitled — 
^^Histoire du Cabinet des dailies, Antiques, et Pierres gravies,*' 
&c. Paris 1838, Besides an interesting account of the forma* 
tion and increase of this splendid national museum, the volume 
contains a descriptive catalogue, illustrated by notes, of every 
remarkable object of ancient and modern art, with biographical 
notices of those savans whose labours and writings have contri- 
buted to the enlargement, or the illustration, of the numerous 
monuments of antiquity contained in the Bibliotheque Royale, 
We shall recur to this very interesting work in a future number. 

The Numismatische Zeiiung^* edited by M. Leitzmann, now in 
its fifth year, is published in 4to. every fifteen days, at Weissengie 
in Thuringia. It is devoted exclusively to the coins of the 
middle ages. We regret to find that the publication of the 
Blatter fur Munzkunde** has been suspended. 

The ** Revue Numismatiquef continues to Nourish under the 
superintendence of its able editors, M. M. de la Saussaye, and 
Cartier. "W'c; isave marked several articles for especial notice, hut 
must reserve our remarks for some future number. 

Enolish Coronation Medals. — Mr. William Till, whose 
work on ** the Roman Denarius, and English Silver Penny,” we 
had occasion to notice a few months ago, is again in the held. 
Encouraged hy the notices of his former work, “ move than fifty 
reviews from the country, as well as the metropolis, all favour- 
able,” he now presents them with another duodecimo under the 
following title — “ Descriptive Particulars of English Coronation 
Medals, from the Inauguration of King Edward VI., to our 
present sovereign, Queen Victoria,” &c, Mr. Till is as discursive 
as usual. Pie discourses of Dr. Johnson, and Green, the balloon- 
man ; of the Anglesea pennies, and Count Bergami ; of Admiral 
Blake, and Robert Cocking; of the Lion's Plead, at Venice, and 
Tom’s Coffee House in London : in fact, of every thing animate 
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and inanimate, which can by any possibility be brought within 
the sphere of the subject of which he treats. 

The Irish Coinage, — Mr. John Lindsay of Cork, barrister 
at law, is engaged on a history of the coinage of Ireland. He is 
well known to our readers by various numismatic papers ; and we 
have confident hopes, that this history of the coinage of the 
sister country will contain much that is new and interesting. 
Mr. Lindsay's numismatic knowledge and zeal are attested by 
what he has already achieved, and we look with impatience for 
his forthcoming volume. 

Discovery of Anglo-Saxon Coins in Norway. — In the 
month of February 1836, there were discovered near Egersund, a 
large quantity of coins of the tenth and eleventh centuries. 
Besides several of Otho and the Dukes of Bavaria, of the 
name of Henry, there was a considerable number of the pennies 
of our Anglo-Saxon Princes ; namely, Eadgar, Edward II., 
Ethelred, and Canute ; and these are said to contain the names 
of 60 moneyers unknown to Ruding. This treasure is supposed 
to have been buried between the year 1028 and 1030, when 
Canute invaded Norway, and marched against Olaiis, the king of 
that country. The whole of the coins were purchased for the 
museum of Christiana, and have been arranged and classed by 
the Curator M. Holmboe, in a work published in that city in 
1836* We have not seen this work, but it is highly commended 
by our excellent colleague M. Cartier, in the second number of 
the Revue Numismaiique'^ (Mars et Avril 1838), 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The Society met for the Session, on Thursday the 
22nd of November, 

Dr. Dee, President^ in the Chair. 

Numerous presents of Numismatic works, as well as of 
coins and medals, were announced, among which was a box 
of coins collected in Alexandria, by Lord Prudhoe. 

The papers read were — 

I. 

^oT I A Grotefend of Hannover, on the 

dents. 3 Ring Money of the Ancients, &c. &c. 

TI. 

Memorial of 1 A letter from Mr. W. R. Hamilton, President of 
Biondeau. J Royal Society of Literature, introducing a me- 
morial of Biondeau on the state of the English Mint in the 
seventeenth century. 

III. 

Roman Coin ) Translations of two papers in the Mevue de 
Moulds, j Numismatique Frangoise^ on the Roman Coin 
Moulds found in France. 

All these papers appear in the present number of the 
Numismatic Chronicle. 

Mr. Baron Bolland, was duly elected a Member of the Society ; 
Which then adjourned to December 27, 1838. 



COERESPONDENCE. 


We are under obligations to many foreign correspondents, wbo 
have kindly forwarded to us letters and notices. We beg, 
however, to remind them that the charge for postage for a 
pamphlet of some dozen pages, amounts to nearly as many 
shillings sterling ! Owing to this we have been reluctantly 
compelled to refuse several pamphlets, which have been sent 
through the post. 

Our friends at Sandwich, Liverpool, Northampton, York, Bir- 
mingham, Dover, and Norwich, will receive our acknow- 
ledgments for their various kind attentions. 

We have loiTg been in expectation of hearing from M. Thomsen, 
to whom we forwarded on the 25th of November a letter 
and pacquet. 

C. S. will do well to procure the ‘‘ Essai de Classification des 
Suites Monetaires Byzantine^^ of Mr. P. de Saulcy, which 
will greatly assist him in the arrangement of his cabinet. 
Du Cange and Banduri are useful, but much new light has 
been thrown on the coins of the Byzantine series since the 
time of these writers. The plates in illustration of M. de 
Saulcy’s work are most accurate and valuable td the collector 
and student. 

We are sorry that, in replying to our correspondent E. H. in our 
last number, we omitted to state that the paragraph on the 
coronation medal, written by J. W. B., was inaccurately 
printed. For ‘‘ which really is an agreeable and happy 
manner — the feeling” &c., read which recalls in an agree- 
able and happy manner the feeling,” &c. 
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xxin. 

ON THE DATE OF CLEOPATRA’S ASSUMPTION 
OF THE TITLE GGA • NeWTCPA. 

Sir, 

The coin of Antony and Cleopatra, so ingeniously 
described in your last number, possesses the greater interest, 
because, as Mr. Burgon observes, it supplies us with a date, 
and helps us to ascertain on what occasion the title of the 
younger goddess^ or the new Isis^ was probabey ghveh to 
Cleopatra/’ I will venture to assert, that the coin supplies 
us with the date when the title in question was certaikey 
ASSUMED by the daughter and wife of the Ptolemies. I 
rest my opinion upon the quotation from Plutarch, giving 
to the second clause a translation somewhat different from 
Mr. Burgon’s ; and that for . reasons which I respectfully 
submit to your consideration. 

The following is the quotation from Plutarch: 
itphv ’Ttrt^oc iXafi^avc^ Kot via ’Tcrtc i’XprjfMani^e* Plutarch, 
Vit. Ant. § 54. Cleopatra wore the sacred robe of Isis, 
and gave answers to the people as the new [or young] 
Isis.” Numismatic ChronicUi Vol. I. p. 200. The latter 
clause, ical via "'Icrig ixpv/^an^e ) — which I should translate, 
and called herself the new Isis^ — in order to bear Mr. Burgon’s 
rendering, should be, teal via thus 

agreeing with a similar phrase in Strabo, (J^are Kal (^aaiXevg 
l^r]HaTL(TE, To this I would add, that in Plutarch’s time 
the verb -xpni^ari'Cui was almost invariably used in the sense 
of appello^ voco, nomino ; or in the sense of nomen accipio^ 
nuncupor, appellor, corresponding with the Greek terms, 
ovopa^ofxai, icaXovpaiy &c. Quotations might be adduced 
from the earlier historian, Polybius, in confirmation of this 
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interpretation; as, for instance, Polyb. Excerpt. Legat. 
§ 93, Tovr(p hia^ipo)v sKehov fxij hLalijfxa irEpirideadai f-iriH 
XpyifjLariZuv jSaffiXevg, differing from him in this respect^ in not 
assuming the diadem^ or calling himself hing. See, also, 
Polyb. Hist. 5, § 57. 

We find the same word thus used in the New Testament, 
Acts xi. 26, iyivETO — ')(prjfiaTi(raL TTpcorov £V ^ApTioj(eiq. tovq 
gadnrag Xpicrnavovg ; and it came to pass that the disciples 
WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS first in Antioch ; and again, 
Rom, vii. 3, goi’^dklg xpug^riffei, adultera nuncnpahitur, in 
each of these examples, the verb, as in the quotation 
from Plutarch, is in the active voice. 

With such usage before us, you will at once perceive, 
that we run but little risk of error in asserting, on the 
authority of Plutarch, that Cleopatra did call herself or was 
called^ via *'l(nQ ; and that the date of this assumption, of 
what was looked upon as more than mortal honour, is sup- 
plied by the coin in question. 

I am. Sir, your’s faithfully, 

^ J. B. Reade. 


XXIV. 

IRON MONEY OF KORDOFAN. 

[Read before the Ntimismatic Society 24th January, 1839.] 

Sir, 

In the course of my travels in the interior of 
Africa, I visited Kordofan, the capital of which province is 
Lobeyet, or El Obeyed, where I was not a little surprised 
to find that the most common money in circulation amongst 
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the peasantry, was a piece of iron, not unlike the section of 
a mushroom. This money is called Hasshahshah. 

To account for the introduction of this coin, it is neces- 
sary to mention a few circumstances connected with the 
country. 

Kordofan is situated in IC’ 11' north latitude, and 29® 2' 
east longitude ; it was tributary to Darfoor, until taken, 
fifteen years ago, by the Deftardar Bey, who was despatched 
by Mahomed Ali Pacha at the head of an expedition. At 
that time Lobeyet did not contain more than 8,000 or 
10,000 inhabitants ; when I visited it in the spring of 1837, 
its population was about 40,000. Whilst tributary to Dar- 
foor, all transactions were conducted by barter; and a grain, 
called Duku (from which the people make their bi'ead) 
was the staple commodity of exchange. After Mahomed 
Alps government was established, the Egyptian and other 
coins were introduced; but, as all articles of consumption 
in the bazaar were so remarkably cheap, the inhabitants 
found that they had not sufficient small change for the pur- 
poses of business ; and,> as a rich iron ore exists near the 
surface, and in great quantity, at Wad Dessacki and its 
neighbourhood, a village about fifty miles east of Lobeyet, 
the peasants resorted there, and made the iron money to 
which they have given the name of Hasshahshah. The 
value of each of these pieces of money is one para, forty 
being equal to one Egyptian piastre, which, according to 
the present rate of exchange, is equal to 2|^. sterling. 
They are made without any reference to weight; one, 
which I possess, weighs 121 grains, whilst another weighs 
428 grains, though both are of the same value. They have 
a type to which they more or less approach. 
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I am not aware of iron money having been found in any 
other part of the interior of Africa, except at Loggun, 
mentioned by Denham and Clapperton, from whose travels 
I subjoin the following particulars : — 

Loggun, the capital of which country (Kernuk) is on 
the banks of the Shary, and in D/ 7' north latitude, is a 
very populous country. Kernuk has 15,000 inhabitants at 
least; they speak a language nearly Begharmi. The 
Shouass are all around them^ and to them they are in- 
debted for the plentiful supply of bullocks, milk, and fat, 
with which the market abounds : these necessaries are paid 
for by tobes, and blue cotton in stripes, which the Loggun 
people make and dye of a very beautiful colour. They 
have, also, a metal currency in Loggun, the first I had 
seen in Negroland ; it consists of thin plates of iron, some- 
thing in the shape of a tip with which they shoe race- 
horses; these are made infco parcels of ten and twelve, 
according to the weight, and thirty of these parcels are 
equal in value to ten rottola, or a dollar. 
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The money market, however, of Loggun, has its fluc- 
tuations ; the value of its ^ circulating medium' is settled, 
by proclamation, at the commencement of the weekly 
market, every Wednesday; and speculations are made by 
the Bulls and Beafe, according to their belief of its rise or 
fall. Previous to the Sultan’s receiving tribute, or duty, 
on bullocks or indigo, the delatoo generally proclaims the 
currency to be below par ; while, on the contrary, when he 
has purchases to make for his household, preparatory to 
one of their feasts, the value of their metal is invariably 
increased. The proclamation of the value of the metal 
always excites an amazing disturbance, as if some were 
losers, and some gainers, by the variation." ^ 


I enclose some specimens of the Hasshahshah for the 
Museum of the Society, and remain, 

Your obedient servant, 

Arthur T. Holroyb. 

AthencBum Club, 

Pall Mall, January 5, 1839. 


To the President of the Numismatic Society. 


XXV. 

COIN OF TITIOPOLIS IN ISAURIA. 

Although the numismatics of the nations of the ancient 
world have not yet been sufiiciently studied and compre- 
hended, inasmuch as we have barely (if, indeed, we have) 
determined the signification of the figures of a few coins ; 

^ Narrative of Travels and Discoveries in Northern and 
Centra] Africa in the Years 1822, 1823, and 1824, by Major Den- 
ham, Captain Clapperton, and the late Dr. Oudney,” 4to. p. 237. 
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and that, if we except the coins which bear the names of 
kings or emperors, hardly any monuments of this class, so 
interesting for history, can be assigned to a positive epoch ; 
yet we are, comparatively, far advanced with regard to the 
geographical nomenclature. 

The immense quantity of pieces comprehended under 
the general title of Greek coins, that has been published or 
arranged in cabinets, shows so considerable a series of 
names of towns and nations, that we cannot entertain the 
hope of seeing the list greatly augmented hereafter. 

The appearance of a coin bearing the name of a town, 
quite new in numismatics, and almost unknown in history, 
is, therefore, a fact, the importance of which cannot but be 
highly appreciated. To publish it is, in the eyes of a 
numismatist, a real pleasure. I have, therefore, first to thank 
Monsieur Menche, of Aire, for having kindly confided to 
me the precious imperial Greek coin wliich is the subject of 
this notice, and which chance threw into his possession. 

The description is as follows: — 

KAICAP * AAPIANOC. A barbarously executed head of the 
Emperor Pladrian, to the right. 

TlTIOnOAErmN- (Of the inhabitants of Titiopolis), 
Jupiter sitting, to the left, holding in his right hand a 
patera, his left supporting the hasta. 

The reading of the legend is beyond all doubt; what 
renders its interpretation difficult is, that in most geogra- 
phical dictionaries the name Titiopolis is not to be found. 
However, the Dictionary of Ferrari, published by Baudrand, 
makes mention of this town, and adds these words : hodie 
hand memoratur (at tlie present day not on record). 

It is to this state of oblivion that we must undoubtedly 
attribute the omission of the name of this town by Messrs. 
Bishoff and Muller in their very complete Dictionary. 
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I shall here statei all the infonnation I have been able to 
collect respecting the town of Titiopolis: the many and 
tedious inquiries in which I have engaged on this occasion, 
give me reason to think that, for the present, nothing im- 
portant can be added thereto. 

1. — In the list of prelates who assisted at the Council of 
Constantinople, held in 381, we find the name of Artemius, 
Bishop of Titiopolis, of the province of Isauria. 

2. — The canons of the Council of Chalcedon, in 451, 
bear the subscription of Mompretus, Bishop of Titiopolis, 
of the second Cilicia. 

3. — The notice of Hierocles, composed in the seventh 
century, gives the name of TiTtonoXig among those of the 
twenty-three towns which had Seleucia for their metropolis. 

4. — In 406, at the Council of Constantinople, in trullo 
palatii imperatorii, a bishop of Titiopolis assisted, whose 
signature is in these teims: AofxeTws cXa^icrro^ sTierKOTroc 
TirovTToXewc rr)Q Itravpojy ewapxf-ciQ opiaag V7reypa\pa» 

5. — Constantine Porphyrogenitus, in his work entitled 

ir£| 0 t 6€fiaT(x>Vi thus writes in relation to the province of 
Seleucia : Seleucia is a part of Isauria, which is bounded 

on the west by Mount Taurus, which the Isaurians inhabit; 

on the east by the mountains of Cilicia. The 

heights of Seleucia, and the lands of the interior, are called 
Decapolis (i. e. Ten Towns). The first among these towns 
is Germanicopolis, the second Titiopolis, the third Domi- 
tiopolis, &c.” The Emperor Constantine wrote towards 
the middle of the tenth century. 

6. — Towards the end of the twelfth, the historian of tlie 
crusades, William of Tyre, again mentions the town of 
Titiopolis among the twenty-four suffragan bishoprics of 
Seleucia. This is the last trace we have of the existence 
of this town. Whether after this it wns destroyed, as were 
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SO many others of Asia Minor, or whether it changed its 
ancient name for a Turkish or Arabian one, is one of those 
difficult questions in comparative geography, which very 
special studies might perhaps solve; but I ought to remark, 
that the most minute investigations have not afiForded me 
any light upon this subject. 

The coin of M. Menche, struck under the reign of 
Hadrian, that is, between the years 117 and 138, a. n., and 
about 250 years previous to the Council of Constantinople, 
at which the Bishop Artemius assisted, proves that under 
the High Empire, the town of Titiopolis was of some im- 
portance ; and yet, till the time of William of Tyre, ten 
centuries elapsed without any historian transmitting the 
least detail regarding the history or exact position of this 
town. 

As to the origin of its name, I will just remark, without 
attaching more importance to the observation than such 
remarks deserve, that, whichever orthography is preferred, 
Titiopolis, or Titopolis, interpretations of them may be 
^ven, which, while equally admissible, are equally liable to 
the same objection, a total want of proof. 

Thus the name Titopolis, compared with that of Domi- 
tiopolis, might give reason to believe that the two places 
were founded by the sons of Vespasian, or, at least, that the 
names were changed in honour of those princes by two 
towns belonging to the same province, and actuated by the 
same interests. Whereas, if we adopt the form Titiopolis, 
we might seek in it a religious origin, examples of which 
are before us in Tios of Paphlagonia and Diospolis. 

ArjiAOcrdsyriQ 3’ ep BidwiaKOig <j)r}(n, ktl(TT7}p Trig TroXewg y£ve<rdri 
Ilarapop eXopra JIa<j)Xayoptap, ^ €K r& ti/j><^p top Ata, Ttop wpocra^ 

yopev(rai. Demosthenes, in his Bythinian (histories), says, 

that the founder of the city was Pataros, when he took 
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Paphlagonia; and that, from the worship of Jupiter, it had 
received the name of Tios. The figure of Jupiter seen on 
the coin I have now described, would tend to support this 
supposition, which would he further confirmed by the con- 
stant presence of the attributes of Jupiter on the coins of 
Seleucia, the types being certain indications of a worship of 
Jupiter prevailing in the metropolis of Titiopolis. 

Ad. de Longperier. 

[From the Revue Nwnismatique, No. 6, Read before the Numismatic 
Society, February 2, 18390 


XXVL 

ON TWO SMALL BRASS COINS OF THE SECOND 
CONSTANTIUS, WITH THE LETTERS ‘TLON" IN 
THE EXERGUE. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, February 28, 1839.] 

Dear Sir, 

I AM enabled to lay before you and the Numis- 
matic Society two small brass coins of the second Constan- 
tins, which I trust will not be deemed wholly unworthy of 
consideration. 

They belong to a class of Roman coins restricted, I be- 
lieve, to the Constantine family, bearing, in the exergue, 
the letters PLON ; generally, and with good reason, looked 
upon, as the insignia of the Metropolitan Officina of 
Britain. 

No. 1, Olv.—F'L • IVL • CONSTANTIVS ’ NOB • C. The 
laureated head of the young Caesar to the left : front bust 
with an embroidered paludamentum over the tunic. 

Rev * — PROVIDENTIAE * GAESS. The gate of a camp, sur- 
mounted by a star. In the exergue, P * PLON. 

No. 2, 01)v*—VluK • CONSTANTIVS • NOB ' C. Laureated 
head and bust, with paludamentum over the tunic, to the 
right. 

Rev * — As the former, with PLON. 
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The rarity of these coins, as regards the exergual marks^ 
will be obvious on nay observing, that in your illustrated 
essay On the Coins of the Ronaans relating to Britain,"’ no 
specimen of the second Constantins is described or referred 
to ; and in Banduri’s extensive list of this Emperor’s coins, 
will be found a vast number of the well-known continental 
mintages ; but only a single instance is given, on which the 
letters PL ON occur; which isolated exception, I presume, 
from your silence, was considered of such questionable au- 
thenticity, as not to warrant its insertion in a work compiled 
from materials confirmed and sanctioned in their genuine- 
ness by personal observation. 

The existence of these hitherto unnoticed coins of Con- 
stantins being proved, we have good grounds for inferring, 
that a search into the more extensive cabinets of British 
numismatics, would be rew^arded by a discovery of others of 
the same aera, as yet overlooked or unpublished. 

The Emperor Julian^ infonns us, that when Constantins 
was appointed by his father, the Emperor Constantine, 
Governor of Gaul, he had scarcely emerged from boyhood : 
and his portrait on these two coins, which we may safely 
say were struck during his tenure of that office, is that of a 
youth of about fourteen. Providentice Cmarum is an adula- 
tory legend of common occuiTence on the military coins of 
this family ; but in this instance it may not be inappropriate ; 
for Julian adds, that the youthful Csesar was, in prudence 
and foresight, unsurpassed by the most experienced of his 
age. 

Your’s, &c. 

Charles Roach Smith. 

Lothbury, Feb, mih 1839.] 


Oit’" 
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MEDALS OF THE PRETENDER. 


Sir, 

If the following description of a series of Medals, 
complimentary and satirical, struck on the birth of the Pre- 
tender in the year 1688, and the few remarks offered, be 
thought of sufficient interest for the Numismatic Chronicle^ 
I should feel pleasure in furnishing another series, with few 
exceptions, from my own collection. 

Your^s, &c. 

W. D. PIaggard. 

Lee Grove t Feb. 5tk, 1839. 


No. 1. — The young Prince, under the figure of Hercules, who 
destroys the serpents while in his cradle. By the serpents 
is understood the hopes of the Protestants. It has 
round the medal this inscription : MONSTRIS • DANT 
EUNERA • CUN^. “ His cradle is the Tomb of 
Monsters.” Exergue, a small crown over two serpents 
entwined. 

JRev* — The Prince of Wales's feathers in a royal crown, with this 
inscription round it: FULTA • TRIBUS • METV- 
ENDA • CORONA. Exergue, 1688. A crown that 
has three supporters is formidable.” 

No. 2. — In the centre is the royal arms surmounted by the royal 
crown, the whole supported by four cherubs ; the upper 
one, on the left, holds the arms of the Prince of Wales; 
that on the right, the Prince’s feathers, with this inscrip- 
tion round the medal : HONORI • PRIN • MAG * BRIT 
FRA • ET ' HIB • NAT * 10 • IVN • 1688. « In honour 
of the Prince of Great Britain.” 

JRev. — A naked infant on a cushion — ships in the distance; 
above are two winged angels with trumpets of fame ; the 
one on the left holds the crown, the other a palm branch ; 
between them is a scroll supported with the word 
VENIAT. Let him come.” 
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ISTo. 3. — Busts, to the right, of James II. and his Queen, with this 
inscription round : lACOBVS • II • M * BEIT • EEX 
MAEIA * M ’ BEIT • EEG. « James II., King of 
Great Britain : Mary, Queen of Great Britain.^^ 

Rev . — A map of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; on the right 
is the sun rising in splendour, which dispels the clouds, 
and enlightens the kingdoms. Two-thirds round the 
medal is this inscription : ILL AS * FVGAT * EECEEAT 
1ST AS. “ He scatters the former and rejoices the latter.’' 
In the exergue, OB • NATVM • WALLIiE * PEIN. 
CIPEM ‘ GAB ^ SILVIVS • EQ * AVE ' AD 
SEEDANm -ET • NOEW* EEG • ABL • EXT • C • C 
MDCLXXXyilL “ Gabriel Silvius, Knight, Ambassador 
Extraordinary to the Court of Sweden and Norway, has 
had this medal struck on the birth of the Prince of 
Wales, 1688/^' 

No. 4. — Bust to tlie left crowned with laurel, with flowing hair, 
and slight drapery : under the bust, a full-blown rose ; 
round it, this inscription : lACOBVS * II * D • G 
BEITANNIAEUM • IMPEEATOE, « James IL, by 
the grace of God, Sovereign of Great Britain/' 

Rev. — The Queen sitting in a state bed, holding in her arms the 
young Prince, with this inscription : FELICITAS 
PUBLICA. Public felicity and in the exergue, OB 
FELICISS • M • BEIT • PEINC • NATfV • 20 * IVN 
1688 * IG • VITUS • EQ • B • G ' MAEC • D AL- 
BYVILLE • ET • SA * EOM • IMP • APUD * BAT 
ABLEG • EXT • C * C. “Ignatius Vitus, Knight of 
St. George, Marquis of Albyville and the Holy. Eoman 
Empire, Ambassador Extraordinary in Holland, has had 
this medal struck to celebrate the very happy day of the 
birth of the Prince of Great Britain, 20th June, 1688/' 

No. 5. — Bust, to the left, laureate mantle over the shoulders; 
legend, GIVE THE KING TPIY JUDGMENTS, O 
GOD. 

Rev. — An angel guarding the infant Prince in a cradle beneath 
a canopy; legend, AND THY EIGHTEOUSNESS 
TO THE KINGS SON, PSAL. 27 : 1. Exergue, 
PRINCE OF WALES, BOEN 10 JUNE, 1688. 
Mr. Hawkes states this medal to he stamped in imitation 
of engraving, and the workmanship to be very rude. 

No. 6, — ^The figure of Truth, crushing under her foot a serpent. 


There is a variety of this medal given in Van Loon, 
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She holds open, the door of a cabinet, emblem of the 
secret council of the King of England ; within the cabinet 
is seen the Jesuit Peters, chief of this council, thrusting 
through the top of it a young child, who holds in one 
hand a royal crown, and in the other a chalice ; a ray of 
light from a cloud falls upon it : in the distance is seen a 
fleet of ships, all sailing the same way. Round the medal 
are these words ; SIC • NON * PIEREDES • DEERUNT. 

In this manner heirs will not fail.’^ On the door of the 
cabinet is this legend : lAC • FRANC • EDUARD 
SUPPOSIT • 20 • IVNII* 1688. “James Francis Ed- 
ward, supposititious, 20th June, 1688.’' 

jRev , — The Trojan horse covered with a cloth, on which are these 
words : LIBERT • CONS * SINE • lURAM - ET • LEG 
P. “ Liberty of conscience, without oaths and without 
penal laws,” On the girth is the word ASTU. “ Cun- 
ning.” In the distance is seen the city of Troy in flames* 
Round the medal is the inscription, imitated from Yirgil, 
EQUO • NUNQUAM • TU ' CREDE * BRIT ANNE. 
“ Englishmen never trust to this horse.” 

No- — A female, who, on opening a basket, brings to view a 
child having the tail of a serpent : there are two other 
females in the distance, one with uplifted hands, showing 
surprise ; the other seems to run away from the monster. 
Round the medal, from Ovid, INFANTEMQUE ‘ VI- 
DENT ’ APPORRECTUMQUE ' DRACONEM. 
“ They there find a child with the feet of a serpent.” 

A drooping rose-tree, near the foot of which there 
appears a new and vigorous shoot. Half round the 
upper held of the medal is TAMEN ‘ NASCATUR 
OPORTET * MDCLXXXVIIL “However it may be, 
it must be born.” Exergue, 1688. 

Van Loon remarks upon this medal thus : “ The basket 
is that which Pallas had given in charge to the three 
daughters of Cecrops; and one of them having the curi- 
osity to open the basket, finds Ericthonius a monster, half 
child and half serpent, which owed its birth to Vulcan, but 
which came into the world without a mother. This is a 
happy allusion,- the three daughters of Cecrops are the 
three kingdoms of Great Britain, Ericthonius, the Prince of 
Wales: the extraordinary birth of the monster that had 
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no mothers alludes to the birth of the Prince, and the bar- 
renness of the Queen. The drooping rose-tree, on the 
reverse, is emblematical of the extinguished vigour of the 
King and Queen.” 

He further remarks, “ These two medals (Nos. 6 and 7) 
were struck to show that the pretended Prince was a sup- 
posititious child ; which appears very possible, if the follow- 
ing circumstances be true : it was, at least, so generally 
thought to be so, that the Prince and Princess of Orange 
ceased to have him prayed for in their chapel. It was cer- 
tainly very remarkable, that this child was born just two 
days after the imprisonment of the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, who, according to law, ought to have been present on 
the occasion. It was no less remarkable, that the Princess 
Ann was at the time absent, being advised to change the 
air ; and that when the Queen was confined, no one was 
admitted into her room but foreigners, Catholics, and peo- 
ple wholly devoted to the Court, who were all interested in 
passing for legitimate a successor who, in establishing the 
Roman Catholic religion, would insure their own good for- 
tune, and would at once dash to the ground the hopes of 
the Protestants, and the succession established in the person 
of the Princess of Orange.” 


XXVIIL 

ON THE COINS OF THE THESSALIAN LARISSA. 
By Samuel Birch, Esq. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, 28th March, 1839.] 

No. 1. — A horse walking to the left, the head inclined ; above, a 
fly, or bee, with closed wings, to the left. 

ijb. AA...^[AEON. A sandal; the whole within an in- 
dented S(][uare. size 4. 
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No* 2. — Same type. 

5“' AABI^AION. A sandal, as on the preceding, above, 
a bipennis ; the whole within an indented square, 
ili. size 4. M 

No. 3 — AAET, Full-face heroic head, in a helmet, with 

cheek-plates ; at the left shoulder a bipennis. 

5-* AAPI^AIA ■ AAA. on the right side of an eagle 
standing on a thunderbolt, size 4. 

The types of some of the coins of the Thessalian Larissa 
appear to have escaped the notice of most medallic writers ; 
and I am not aware that any of the continental numis- 
matists have illustrated the two types of which I have the 
honour of offering a solution on the present occasion to the 
Society. 

Larissa, situated on the right bank of the river Peneus, 
in Thessaly, struck, like most of the large towns of Greece, 
a series of local currency. From the circumstance of its 
overhanging position, it was called Kremaste ^^the sus- 
pended,'* probably rather an epithet than a name, since no 
trace of it is found on any of its autonomous types. By 
this term, however, it was distinguished from several other 
cities of the same name, as the Egyptian Larissa in JSolis, 
and the Syrian on the banks of the Orontes. The scholiast 
of Apollonius Rhodius^ book I. line 40, states, That the 
Thessalian Larissa was under the government of Akrisios, 
and that it took its name, on the authority of Hellenikos, 
from Larissa the daughter of Pelasgus ; and that it was in 
the neighbourhood of Gurton in the Pelasgic division of 
Thessaly. (See Apoll. JRhod> 1. 40). 

The horse, the common Thessalian emblem, appears on 
the silver and brass currency, in allusion to the fabled pro- 
duction of the horse in Thessaly, which, on account of the 
champaign nature of the country, bred an animal of far 
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finer blood than the Peloponnesus; a fact which local vanity 
impressed upon its circulating medium. The honour, in- 
deed, of subduing this animal to the uses of mankind, was 
attributed to the inhabitants of Lapithm; and the myth ^ of 
the centaurs was supposed to have been founded on a similar 
fact. On the earliest coins, over the horse, is a bee, or fly, 
with closed wings : its allusion is not known. The reverses 
of these types have, in a hollow square, a sandal,® whose 
fore and ancle straps are very complicated; and around the 
square is AAPIZAEON, or AAPIZAION. M. Sestini^ and 
M. Mionnet have described this object as difterent orna- 
ments in a hollow square ; but an inspection readily shows 
that it is an ordinary sandal^ such as is often found on the 
feet of gods or heroes ; and a foot of bronze in the Hamilton 
collection of the British Museum, affording an excellent 
illustration of it, a copy of it accompanies the present paper. 

This sandal seems to refer to the one which Jason lost 
when crossing the Anauros, according to the argument 
prefixed to the Argonautics of Apollonius Rhodius, ( Ed. 
Brunck). 

Tevo^ievoq Ss iv ^Avavpt^ TrorajJL^ (fccrn ovtoq BeuffoXiao) 
Kal PovXofievoQ TrapEXOeipf evpiatcu iwi TrjQ ypa\ 

oHOHoBeltjav Zia-KepaaaL pey l3ov\opiyr}y^ (poSovpiyrjy Be, mt 
iffroiffay, Aa€wy avTijv 6 ’Ideriyy iwl r&y Spiovy Biatrwfet, Kara 
piiTOv rov worapov to ty Tridikoy KaraXtiriby sttI tov TrrjXov * eJra 
d-Trip)(ETai dc rr)v wdXiy povoTridtXoQ Kal evpioKEi Trayjjyvpiv hripo^ 
criav Kal ^vari&y ityQpiyrjy rolg B'eo^Q Trapd HeXldv, OeaactptyoQ 
q 1)V r'hv ^Idaova povoTridiXov 6 TLeXiag hiropipvifcrKEraL tov ’)(pr\apov, 

“ And when he was at the Anaurus, which is a river of 

^ PalsGphatus, Lib. De Incredibiiibus. 

^ A sandal, or hothnrnos, 

^ Sestini. Descr. Num. Vet, p. 147, No. 7. Mionnet, Bescr. 
des Med. Grec., tomeiii. Supp., p. 160. 
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Thessaly, on the point of crossing, he finds upon the bank 
Juno, under the semblance of an old woman, desirous of 
fording it, but fearful and standing still. Then Jason, taking 
her upon his shoulders, passes safe through the river, 
leaving in the middle one sandal in the mud. He then 
advances to the city, and finds a public assembly, and a 
sacrifice offered to the gods by Pelias. When Pelias beholds 
Jason shod with one sandal only, he remembers the oracle.^^ 
A repetition of the same occurs in the first book of the 
jlrffonautics^ lib. i., v. 5. 

Toirjv yap UeXlr^g (party ekXvsl, Sg fjLiy OTrltrtTio 
WoLpa fxevei crTvyf.pil rovS’ ayepog ovtlv idoiro 
Aijnodey oloTridtXoy, vtt Bajxfjyai, 

Aripov S’ou pLereTretra dei^y icara j3d^Ly ’h]crwy 
Xsipiepwlo phdpa Kitbv Eta Tvoacrly Ayavpov 
*'AXXo jjtey eE^eadiJcrey vtt tXvoc, aXXo 3’ 

KdXXi7r€j^ a^Ot TriEtXoy eyLff'^^ppteyrjy Trpaxojjfo'iv. 

For Pelias had heard a report of this nature, that the 
stern fate of being subdued by the counsels of that man 
whom he should behold shod with one sandal only among 
the people, should hereafter await him. Not long after, 
agreeably to the divine declaration, Jason, fording on foot 
the streams of the winter-swelled Anaurus, saved one of his 
sandals from the mud, but left the other adhering to the bed 
of the river.” 

Mention of the same myth is made by other writers ; and 
the stream is called by Hyginus, theEuhenus. No river of such 
name appears projected upon the maps. If Jason was going 
to Larissa, or, rather, lolchos, the capital of the govern- 
ment, from the upper part of Thessaly, it must have been a 
tributary of the Peneus. From the teirni which 

implies the place where a river debouches into the sea, it 
must have been upon the shore ; and it may have been one 
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of those small streams which the winter alone swells into the 
dignity of a river, as is implied by The boldness of 

poetical metaphor, however, cannot undergo the same 
criticism as prose ; but the omission of the particular city to 
which he was journeying, is remarkable. 

Jason^ is further stated to have been dressed in a leopard's 
skin, and clothed in the attire of a Magnesian. A coin, with 
a horse on the obverse, having above it a foot shod in a 
sandal, is mentioned by M. Mionnet but I cannot find this 
type in the cabinet of the British Museum. If it be rightly 
described, it must allude to the same circumstance, and in- 
dicate the shod foot of the hero. The myth of Jason, indeed, 
seems to have been especially cherished in Thessaly, of 
which district he was the hero, as Perseus of Thrace, and 
Theseus of Attica : consequently the allusions to his history 
on the fictile Graeco- Italian vases, are of rare occurrence, 
compared with pictures taken from the Homeric traditions or 
the Giganto machia; a fact rather to be regretted, as the' 
vases would have offered a contemporaneous evidence to the 
medals. Four vases, found at Vulci, perhaps allude to some 
of his exploits, but none to the present subject. Gems,® 
indeed, with Jason, are not uncommon, but the Argonautic 
expedition seems to have been superseded by the Homeric 
myths ; and the monuments on which it is reproduced are 
those of a later epoch. The coins next in succession, have 
on one side a youth wearing a chlaina^ or tunic, and a 
Macedonian hat, in shape approaching the pileus of the 
Romans, and consisting of a round crown, with the brim 
turned upwards, which the figures of Hermes, or of the 

^ See Hyginus Fahul. 12. The river is here termed the Ahenus. 

^ Mionnet, Descr. des Med. Grec. 8vo. 1807, tome ii. p. 15. 

® Millin. Galer. Mythol. 424. Tassie’s Gems, 4to., London, 
1791, No. 8634-39. 
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heroes in their hunting excursions, wear on the vases. It was 
considered lighter and more convenient than the helmet, and 
termed piliwa (TtiXrifxa)^ and is mentioned by Sophocles. 
GEdipus, in the Kolonoii v. 313 ed. Brunck, as the 
ijXto&rep^s Kvpfj QecraaXlg; and Callimachus, (Ad. L. iv., v. 972), 
mentions the Tcotpieviizov irlXrjixa, or shepherd’s hat. It was 
probably made of leather. The youth holds by the horns 
a raging bull, whose furious efforts to escape he successfully 
restrains, as if in the act of preparing to place his neck 
under the yoke. This has been supposed by Eckhel to 
indicate the bulls which are said to have laid the country 
waste during the reign of Ixion, and to have been subdued 
by the efforts of the Thessalian youths. Perhaps it is pro- 
bable that the youth and bull may allude to the prepara- 
tion by Jason of the brazen-hoofed and iron-horned bulls 
of Colchis for the plough, as mentioned by the poet of the 
Argonauts."^ 

Kal p ’ oys Be^irepolo f^oog Kspag dtcpoy epvcfcrag 
EeX/cfv e7rtKpaTi(jJ£ Travrl cdiyeiy o(j)pa TreXatreri] 

ZevyXy roj' ey Ka^^aXev oKXa^ 

TTO^l Kpovaag wo^a ^dXK€oy* 

And then having seized the end of the bull’s horn with 
his right hand, he drew him by main force, until he made 
him approach the brazen yoke, and cast him (the bull) down 
on the ground upon his knees, nimbly with his own foot beat- 
ing the brazen hoof.” 

Since Jason was the great Thessalian hero, this may have 
been used by the town of Larissa in allusion to the power 
of subjugating these animals, which was deemed honourable 
by an agricultural race like the Pelasgi : indeed, we are in- 
formed by Euripides Electra^ v. 815, that 


Apoll. Rhod. Argon., same ed., b. hi., 1. 1305. 





NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE, 


’Ek: rojy KaXwv KOfXTrovtn Tol<n OeoraaXolg 
Et vat rod ’ ocrng ravpwy aprifiei tcaXiitg 
**lTnrovQ ds 

' He of Thessalia is the most renowned 
Who aptest yokes the oxen to the plough, 

Or tames the steed.” 

The attitude® of the group is not dissimilar to the idea, 
nor are the delicate and ingenious applications of mythic 
subjects from the past to the present, or, from individual to 
particular instances, unusual in the efforts of Greek art. At 
all events, a proposed explanation of the contest of Hercules 
with the Achelous, is totally inadmissible, because, on this 
subject, the artist has always, on the fictile® vases, portrayed 
the river as a bull with a human face, to distinguish the myth 
from that of the capture of the Cretan bull, from which it 
would be otherwise indistinguishable. Neither do any 
attributes of Hercules appear in the scene ; and this hero is 
rarely depicted as a youth, still less as wearing the Thes- 
salian cap. A figure, similarly attired to the one holding a 
bull, appears on the obverse of some of the other coins of 
the city, standing by a steed, and holding in one hand two 
javelins, as if in the act of parting for the chase. The diffi- 
culty of discovering to whom so general a form may allude, 
compels me again, though reluctantly, to adopt the vague ex- 
planation of a hunter ; although some local hero is indi- 
cated, and the same remark applies to the female heads 

® Jason is stated in Apoll. Rhod. Argon., b.iii. 1. 1322, 
goad the hulls with his spear, as a rustic would do with a Pe- 
lasgian goad.” 

® See Millingen (L) on a vase on this myth. Trans. Roy. 
Soc. Lit., vol. ii., p. 95 — 102. Description d’un Collection de 
VasesPeints et Bronzes Antiques, provenant des fouilles d^Etrurie. 
Par J. de Witte. Bvo., Paris, 1837, p. 48, No. 47. Descrip, of 
Vases found at Ceres, by Signor Campanari, Tract. 
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found upon the obverse of the later types, one of which, from 
its dishevelled hair, has been conjectured to represent the 
head of Medusa, probably from its full face. In archaic 
work, the Gorgons were monsters with protruding tongues, 
as the fictile vases certainly show ; and subsequent ages in- 
vested them with the traits of beauty. At aU events, the 
connection of Medusa with Larissa is not very apparent; 
and, as the city was supposed to have been called from 
Larissa,'® the daughter of Pelasgus, its eponumous protect- 
ress may here be indicated, or the nymph^^ Coronis. The 
heads on the obverse of the other types, with the hair 
gathered behind, and bound with the opistrophendone, 
are, with every degree of probability, those of the Pelasgian 
Hera, or Juno, under whose auspices the expedition took 
place. The other types represent a female seated, or stand- 
ing, holding in her hand a hydria, or water vase. In one 
instance, the nymph draws water from a fountain, whose jet 
issues from a lion’s mouth. A similar female, in various 
attitudes, appears on the coins of Terina in Bruttii, with 
the addition of wings and a caduceus, probably representing 
Iris, or Nike ; and, in this case, the female form may be the 
Nike^ (Nck-j?) apteros, or “wingless Victory,” so commonly 
found on the fictile vases. Mr. Millingen has published a 
coin with a similar figure playing at spliaira^ or ball, and he 
supposes it to represent the nymph Larissa; but the Victory 
is equally applicable. The brass coins generally present a 
horse, and the obverse the female head, full-face, supposed 
to be the Medusa. One type has Thetis riding on a marine 
horse, and bearing the shield and armour of Achilles, ano- 
ther hero of Thessaly and the Pelasgic race. M. Mionnet 

See Apoli. Rhod. schol. loco supra cit. 

" Ovid, Metamorpb., ii., 1.542, Pulchrior in totd, quam 
Larisssea Coronis.” 
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assigns this medal, categorically, to the Thessalian Larissa | 
but the shield is inscribed with the monogram A. The 
fabrication, however, is different from the usual execution. 

The last type, which is in silver, has on the obverse a 
heroic head, full-face, helmed, and at the side AAEV, which 
Mr. Burrel very ingeniously supposes to indicate Alenas,’^ 
the primogenitor of the Aleuadse, a royal family at Larissa, 
descended from the kings of Thessaly, who first betrayed 
their country to Xerxes, against the wish of their countrymen. 
The reverse exhibits an eagle standing upon a thunderbolt. 
AaP ' IHAIA * AAA. This coin, which is unpublished in 
M. Mionnet, belongs to the cabinet of the British Museum. 


XXIX. 

CAST DIES FOB MEDALS. 

[To the Editor of the Numismatic Chronicle.] 

SlB, 

As your correspondent ‘^^Cautus” has done me 
the honour, in your Number for October, to quote some 
expressions, as used by me, in reference to Mr. Pistrucci’s 
late invention of a mode of using cast-iron plates, instead 
of steel dies, for stamping medals and seals; and, as I pre- 
sume, both from the tone of his paper, and from the title 
he has assumed, that he is anxious that the public should 
not be misled or misinformed on the subject, I take the 
liberty to request your insertion, in the next number of 

Diod. lib. xvi. Herodotus vii. Polymnia, c. 6. 130, 172. 
Pausanias, iff., c. 8, 1. 7, c. 10. j^Elian Animal, viii. c. 11. 
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your Chronicle^ of the following brief notice of the mistakes 
which Cautus” has committed, and for the correction of 
which I am sure that he will be obliged, 

Cautus” enumerates seven steps in the process alluded 
to : these are perfectly correct, with the exception of the 
two last. No steel die is struck from the iron cast ; and 
the medal, or seal (and as yet the experiment has only been 
made on the latter), is not struck from a steel die^ but from 
the iron plate. 

When Mr. Pistrucci has cast his thin iron plate, of the 
proper shape according to the relief of the work, and has 
dressed the back of the plate, nothing more is requisite, 
before it is subjected to the stamping-press, than to go over 
the work very delicately and carefully, for the purpose of 
removing every vestige of the slight sandy impressions 
which are left in casting ; by which operation, the original 
surface of the artist’s model is laid bare, without its being 
in the slightest degree impaired or altered: this is the 
work of a few days, or hours, according to the extent of 
surface to be cleaned, and the intricacy of the work. 

Cautus” has certainly been misinformed, either by his 
eyes, if he has seen the Lancaster Seal, or by his ears, if he 
has only heard a description of it — if he really believes that 
it is the result of engraving^ and that its exquisite softness, 
&c. were attained by engraving. 

I never exhibited the iron cast of the Lancaster Seal, nor 
the seal Cautus” says the die) made from it. What I did 
frequently show to my friends, was a trial and imperfect 
cast from the unfinished model, and a trial unfinished im- 
pression from that cast in copper. This cast had never 
been worked over by the graver in any of its parts, though 
it had been partially cleaned from the sand to see 

and judge of the effect. But the whole of this passage in 
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Cautus’s^' remarks is so very confused and contradictory, 
that it is quite evident, that he must have been very 
imperfectly acquainted with the subject on which he 
writes. 

It may perhaps be worth mentioning, as tending to pre- 
vent mistakes, that the Lancaster Seal, made according to 
this new process by Mr. Pistrucci, is not the seal which is 
preserved in the duchy office in London, but that which is 
kept and used at Preston in Lancashire : and those who 
had an opportunity of seeing the seal before it left London, 
were so far from thinking it the result of engraving^ as 
^^Cautus” alleged, that it was long before they were con- 
vinced, by the testimony of many eye-witnesses, that this 
silver seal, which was stamped from the cast-iron plate, was 
not itself a cast. 

Cautus,” in enlarging on his doubts of the importance 
and utility of Mr. Pistrucci’s process of stamping with cast- 
iron plates, alludes to his not having adopted this method 
in executing the late Coronation Medal ; but the reason of 
this is clear : — the experiment having as yet been applied 
only to the making of a seal, the occasion was not one — on 
many grounds, not necessary here to enumerate — on which 
an artist would have been warranted in attempting another. 
Mr. Pistrucci might indeed have been tempted to make the 
experiment upon his second medal of the Queen, which is 
of the size of his original medal; but he felt himself 
obliged, in justice to his character as an artist, to engrave 
it in the usual manner, as the best reply in his power to 
make to the reports circulated by some persons, that he had 
totally lost his eye-sight from over-fatigue and anxiety, and 
to the doubts expressed by others respecting the extent 
of his knowledge and ability in the art of engraving on 
steel. 



CAST DIES EOR MEDALS. 


233 


The concluding observation of Cautus” is perfectly 
just, That the attention of our artists ought to be turned 
most strongly to the subject of casting in iron, because 
upon it depends entirely the success of the process.” 
Mr. Pistrucci is fully aware, that from want of sufficient 
practice in a branch of art which he has only learnt acci- 
dentally, he is not yet able to imitate the perfection of the 
best Berlin casting. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 


W. R. Hamilton, 
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XXX. 

SSolf 'ijat tie zxftm SKitnjen ge^jragt ? 

Unter ben au§ bcm ^Cttert^ume €r|)altenen ^iKfinseit man md)t o'f>ne 
(SJrunb bic gt:iec[)ifd^en fur bte dttefien crfannt/ unb ben @ried;en bie 
©rfinbuns bc§ gemdn^ten ®etbe§ urn fo mef)r jugefd)rieben/ ba un6 niete 
3eugmjfe alter ©d)riftj1:eder melben/ baf ber argbifd^e ^e|)errfd)er be§ 
?)elopottnefe§/ P|)tbott/ auf ber ^nfel 2CeGitta bie erften 50tfingen f>abe 
prSgen laffen. Sa/ man l^at biefe SSc^auptung fogar burd) eine Wilber:: 
mdnge mil einem b6otifd)en <^d)tlbc unb ber 2Cuff%ift <bIAO (ftef)e 
9ftaf(i^e’€ Sericon unter f b^bon) bejtdtigt finben molten/ meld^e man 
iljrcS jierlic^en ©eprdge^ unb ber fd)on megen beS ^ einem riel fpdtern 
3eitalter angel)5rcnben 2Cuffd)rift ungcacl)tet/ leincn ¥njtanb nal)m ffir eine 
^l)ibonifd)e SOlfinje gu bnlten. menig Jebod) biefe sDldngc irgcnb eine 
S3ead)tung rerbient/ fo rerliercn aud) alle bie oielen ^eugntjfe alter (Sd^rifts: 
jteller an tnnercr ^attbarfeit/ menu man fte mit einer riel dltern Sftadjricbt 
bet i|>erobot/ i, 94/ rergleid^t 50lit fold^er 3uoerfid)t/ aB »^erobot 1)m 
non ben Spbiern melbet: //(Sie ftnb unfera ®jfen§ bie er|fen ?l?tenfd^en/ 
bie ba golbene unb ftlberne sDldnjen geprdgt unb gebraud^t f)aben ^ aud; 
bie erjfen ^rdmer maven fte'^ 7- 'f)at feiner bem ^l)ibon/ meld^er nad) 
^erobot/ vi. 137/ nur bie SSRafe unb ®en)id)tc bet ben 5)eloponnefiern 
cinrid^tete/ bie ©rfinbung be§ geprdgten (Sclbe§ gemagt. 

^SSdbtcnb nad) foUnp ix. 6/ § 83/ fd()on fjunbert Sa^rc ror ^erobot/ 
3eeopf)aneS au§ .^otopl)on basfelbe be^auptete/ ma0 nod§ @u]!atf)iu€ Bu 
Dionysius Perieg., 840, bcmerft — lefen mir baS dlte|te Seugnig fdr 
9)bibonS Cgrfinbung be6 0ilbergelbeg/ in TCegina in ber parifd^en SO^armor^ 
d)rom!/ unb in einem ^rud()jld<!e beS (Spborus auS ^umd/ bet @trabo/ 
viiL p, 358 (549) unb 370 (577) ? rergleidje : Ephori Cumoei fragmenta 
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(translation.) 

WHAT PEOPLE FIRST STAMPED MONEY ? 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, 28th February, 1839.] 

Among the coins received from antiquity, the Greek have, 
not without reason, been acknowledged as the oldest; and 
the invention of stamped money has been the more ascribed 
to the Greeks, as many testimonies of ancient authors inform 
us, that Phidon the Argive, ruler of the Peloponnesus, caused 
the first money to be stamped in the island ^gina. Yes ; 
this assertion has even been supposed to be confirmed by a 
silver coin with a Boeotian shield and the inscription ^lAO (see 
Rasche’s Lexicon under Phidon)^ which some persons have 
no hesitation in taking for a Phidonian coin, notwithstand- 
ing the beauty of its impression : and the inscription, which, 
on account of the letter O, clearly belongs to a much later 
period. Just as little, however, as this coin deserves any 
regard, so do the many testimonies of ancient authors lose 
their authority, when they are compared with a much older 
piece of information in Herodotus (i. 94). No one has dared 
to ascribe the invention of stamped money to Phidon (who, 
according to Herodotus (vi. 127), only regulated the weights 
and measures among the Peloponnesians) with the same 
confidence as Herodotus here speaks of the Lydians : They 
are the first men in our knowledge, who have stamped and 
used gold and silver coins; and they were the first traders:” 
whilst, according to Pollux (ix. 0, § 83), Xenophanes of 
Colophon, asserted the same thing a hundred years before 
Herodotus ; which Eustathius also observes (apud Dionysius 
Perieg. 840) : we read the oldest testimony for Phidon’s 
invention of silver money in ^gina, in the Parian (marble) 
Chronicle, and in a fragment of Ephorus of Cumse, in Strabo 
viii. p. 358 (549), and 776 (57) — (compare Ephori Ciunsei, 
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V. Marx, p. 107 & 161. ^5 mlkxt aUx Mefee gcugni^/ ml^m bie 

mciften mum @c|uftftetter gefolgt finb/ bei genaucrcr tjiel 

ton femem fd^einbarem §S5ibcrfpt:ud)e mit bcm um gujei^unbert Sa^re 
Sttevn/ n?eld)e§ aud() in ^ielen Sufern Uwft&nben feine aSeg][aubi9un0 finbct. 

^mt l&pt ©trabo in ber angef^ljrten ©teUc ben ($pi)oru^ 

non ben TCegineten fa|l ba^felbe bei)auptcn/ n3a§ «g)erobot non ben 
Cptiern fagt j abcr c§ {ft bafeibft nun non sepr^gtem ©Ubcn bie 
0iebe/ moran TCeQina’S 9fia(|barfd()aft neid^ n?at^ jncge^en nad> ^otiup/ 
ix. 6/ § 84^ nom lpbi[d)en ,^'5nige ^r5fu§ golbene <Stateren 5U einen 
3cit in Umiauf n?aren/ ba (IJtied^enlonb noii^ arm art ®ctb mar, 
JDenn obglcid) ^erobot/ iv. 152^ ben Tiegineten ©ojtratu§ aU ben 
reid^ften nnter alien »&ellencn preifet, fo Icitet er bod^ ber TCcgineten 
^olbreid)t^um erft non bcr cr:^anbeltcn SBeute au§ ber @d)lad^t bei 
^latdd ab/ ix. 80/ mogcgen fd^on (Bw^t i. 14/ fo niel ®olb nnb 
©ilber nad[) 3)elp|)i fanbre/ bop e§ bafelbft cinen befonbern 
bilbete/ unb bei ben dlteffcen 9riedf){fd^cn S)id^tern/ mie 2Crd)ilodf)us 
(|)crobot i. 12 itnb ^tunU Analect. T. i. p. 42) unb Unabrcon/ 16/ 
aU SSeifpiel be§ grbpten Slei4)t^um6 gait. ®a nun aud& bie parifd^e 
sOiarmord&roni!/ p. 26, ep. 31, in etner nerle^ten ©telle/ meld^ie SOtdllcr 
in feinen ^gineticis, p. 67, not. d, alfo ergdnjt: ^(£l)^aiv 6 
^Apyelog ih7}jjL{€V(raT0 fj^erpa, orad/xa) eo’/cevao’f, Kai vofJLLfffjLa 
Apyvpovv iv AlyivT} kirolT^crtVi nur non ©ilbergclbe fprtd}t/ fo 
ging ©trabo offenbar ju meit/ menu er in bcr crften non i^m 
angefd^rten ©telle fd^rieb : ber TCrginc ?)]^ibon b^^be bie fogenannten 
^bibonif(bcn S0tape unb (^emicbtc/ unb aupcr anberm geprdgten ©elbe 
aud^ ba§ ©ilbergelb erfunben. Su/ bte gauge SBebauptung non 
^bibong (Sielbgeprdge lofet fid^ in eine einfadje ^Cbdnberung be6 
©elbgemicbtfupeS auf, menu mir bebenfen/ bap alle bie angegcbencn 
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Fragmenta v. Marx, pp- 107 and 161), Tliip testimony, 
however, which most of the later authors have followed, 
loses, upon closer investigation, much of its apparent dis- 
agreement with that which is about 200 years older, and 
which derives great credibility from several external circum- 
stances. 

Strabo indeed, in the last cited passage, makes Ephorus, 
affirm of the ^ginetse, almost the same thing which Hero- 
dotus says of the Lydians; but the passage relates only 
to stamped silver, in which the neighbourhood of jEgina 
was rich; while, on the contrary, according to Pollux 
(ix. 6. 84), golden staters of the Lydian King Croesus, 
were in circulation at a time when Greece was yet poor 
in gold. For, although Herodotus (iv. 152.) reckons the 
^ginetan Sostratus as the richest among all Hellenes, yet 
he derives the treasures of the ^ginetans in gold, first from 
the booty obtained at the battle of Platsea (ix. 80) ; whereas, 
Gyges (i. 14) had already sent so much gold and silver to 
Delphi, that it formed an especial treasure there, and is 
reckoned as an example of the greatest wealth, by the more 
ancient Greek poets, as Archilochus (Herod, i. 12, and 
Brunck’s Analecta T. p. 42), and Anacreon (15). Now, 
since also the Parian (marble) chronicle (p. 25, Ep. 31), 
in a mutilated passage which, Miiller, in his -SEginetica (p. 57, 
note d), thus restores, ^ Apyctoe klrifx{evcFaTo furph 

[measures] crradfia [weights]) icKtiiacrE, Kal v6 flier fiaapyvpovv kv 
Alylprj ETToiTjcTEv, speaks only of silver money, Strabo evi- 
dently went too far, when he, in the passage first cited from 
him, wrote The Argive Phidon invented the weights 
and measures, called Phidonian, and invented, besides the 
stamped money, silver money also.’^ Yes! the whole asser- 
tion of Phidon^s coining money resolves itself into a simple 
alteration of the standard metal, if we consider that all the 
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^rfinbungen ^^ibon§ mit Untetnjerfuna be§ gangen ^elo)>onnefe0- 
m SJeKbittbung jianben/ bem ^^tbon mt einerlct 50laf unb ®ewid)t/ 
mit{)m au(^ einct:tei ©elbgewid^tfup gab/ ber befanntlicb \^mxQv. mt 
at6 ber attifdfje. ^enn bagU/ baf bte @i:ie(^ett fd^on lange ror 
^f)ibon 50tafe unb ^evntd^te fannten/ bebfirfen mt md)t einmal bes 
Seugniffe^ ron ©opboflcg/ njelc^er becen (Srfinbung bem ^aKamebeS 
gufc^rieb/ ha mir biefe fd^on in .^omer§ (S5ebid)ten finben. ^ar 
(Si^ncellug/ p. 158 (198)/ unb SftboruS/ Origg, xvi. 25/ 2/ meld^e eben 

Vi- 

biefe SJemerfung madjeu/ reben nur bon etncr ^ap unb (15emid}tg? 
beftimmung — me f liniuS/ H. N. vii. 57/ unb 2Cfncanu6 bet (gufib./ 
p. 37/ — unb ba ber <Sd|ctiQlt gu ^inbar^ breigc^ntem Otpmpifclen 
^Siegeggefange/ v. 17 unb 37/ (nad) meld^em ber 3£rgibe ^i)ihon in 
^orinti) bie 501afe unb @emid[)tc erfanb)/ ben iCugbruc^ gebraud^t : 
^ald(i}r 6 Trpojrog icd\pct£ KopipOloig rd fiirpov *ApyeiOQ fjy, 
fo fd^eint be0 (Sp^OVUS 2Cu§brud/ dpyvpoy Trpajrov fCOTrfjvat, nur 
fo rerflanben iuerbcn gu mfiffen trie i^n (Salmafiu6 rerftanb — bag 
5)^>ibon bag ^blid[)e (Stabgelb nur nad^ feiner neuen <15etricbtgbejHmmung 
bejeid)nete/ trenn glcid() baS Etymologicum Magnum unter 6€iXicrKog 
rerficf)ert/ ber TCrgtre ^^ibon i^obe burd) fetne sOlunge ba§ frfi'^cre ©tabgelb 
abgefd)afft/ unb ber argirifd)cn tg)ere getreii)ct. (25ergteid&e (^ufiat'^iuS gu 
Sniabe/ B., p. 004), fSie fei^r ba6 Etymologicum Magnum bie atte 
6agc rcrbvei^e/ ftc^t man unter Ev€dkdi^ yofXKTfxat tro ber argirifdf)e 
*^5nig 9^|{bon an eincm ron ber ^pegertn ber |jere/ @ub5a benannten 
Drte non TCrgo^/ (Sotbm^gen gefd^tagen ^abcn foU. 

50tag ba^er aud^ baS figinetifd^e <SJclb/ moron TCetian/ V. H. xii. 10/ 
fpridjt/ nocb treit fiber bte 5}erfer!rtegc ^inaufreid^eu/ unb mogen aud^ bie 
©itbermfingen/ treld^e trir nod^ ron TCegtna beft^en/ gu ben filtejten (^v{ed)en« 
ianbg geijbren j bie 3(ngabe ber par;fd)en SDtarmordjronif/ bap P)ibon fd^on 
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alleged inventions of Phidon were connected with the sub- 
jugation of the whole Peloponnesus, to which Phidon gave 
only uniform weights and measures ; and at the same time 
also a uniform standard for currency, which was clearly 
heavier than the Attic. For, to prove that the Greeks 
were acquainted long before Phidon’s time, with weights 
and measures, we do not want so much as the testimony of 
Sophocles, who ascribed the invention of them to Pala- 
medes; since we find them even in Homer’s poems. Yes; 
Syncellus (p. 158 P^S])? and Isidorus (Orig xvi. 25. 2), 
who make this very remark, speak only of the regulation of 
weights and measures; and, as the Scholiast on Pindar’s 
13th Olympic Ode, v. 17 and 27 (according to which the 
Argive Phidon invented weights and measures at Corinth), 
uses the expression <l^eic(s)v 6 Trpwroe k'6\j/ag KopivSlois rd pLirpov 
WpyeloQ so does the expression of Ephorus iipyvpov 
TTpcirov Kowrjvai seem to require to be understood as Salma- 
sius understood it, — that Phidon only pointed out the cur- 
rency to be used according to his new regulation of 
weights; although at the same time the Etymologicum 
Magnum under o^eXlcncoQi asserts the Argive Phidon, by 
his coins, abolished the older currency, and dedicated it to 
the Argive Hexe” (compare Eustathius upon Iliad B. p. 
604), — How much the Etymolog. Mag, perverts the an- 
cient traditions, may be seen under Bv€o1kov vofxttTfxa where 
the Argive King Phidon is said to have struck gold coin, 
at a place of Argos, named Euboea from the nurse of Hera. 
It may be then that the J5ginetan money, of which 
^tian (Varia Historia, xii. 10.) speaks, extends far above 
the Persian war, and that the silver coins also of .Mginay 
tvhieh lae possess^ belong to the oldest times of Greece. 
The allegation of the Parian (marble) chronicle that 
Phidon, so early as the year 895 before Christ, caused the 
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im 895 uot: ©ei^uvc t)tc crftcn <S{li6etmiSnjen in ^Cegina 

^cibe pt&Qen taffen/ ^)eru|)t fd^on bef^)at& auf letnem fid^ern t}tf(:orifd^en 
©mnbe/ n)e{^ man btefcn ^t;tbott in (o i)erfd)iebene Seiten unb an 
fo tjerfd^iebene ^ttt baf fid^ mand)e ffi^Uen/ gmci 

abet Qat atet aerfdjicbenc ^bmge g(eic|c5 Seamens an§une^)men. @efe^t 
abet au^f ba^ ^etobot {td^ ink, wenn et/ tL 127/ ben urn bte 52fl:e 
£)Iig)mpiabc lebenben SeolebeS/ ^|)ibon§ (So|)n nennt/ unb baf man na^ bem 
mtebet|oitett 9^amcn ^dSwpoQ dTroyovov etgdnjen mdjfe/ urn ^^etobot 
mit ?)aufama§ in ^tnllang ju btingen/ bet/ vi. 22/ 2/ ^|)ibon in bte ad)te 
Dl^mptabc fe^tj immet metc^t bie me]()t mit ^aufania^ gufammenlitmmenbe 
Tfngabe be§ ^p^otu§ bei 0ttabo/ viii, p, 358 (549)/ bet jufoige ?)^)ibon bet 
jc^nte 5^bad^lommc be6 Semenu^ obet btcijei^nte be§ »g>etafie§ mat/ non bet 
^Cngabe be^ @atptu6 bei (gufebiuS/ mcld)e/ bet SOftatmotd^tonif nd^et !om?= 
menb/ ^ij)ibon ben eiiften Sflad)!ommen be§ ^erafleS nennt/ urn etn sanges 
3ai)r^unbett ab. SBenn ^pi)otua non ^bibong @tfmbungcn nid)t fomobt in 
feinet (§5efi^id^tc/ oXi in bem ?Betfe dber bic @tjinbun0en (fte^e 6ttabO/ 
adii. p. 622 [924] ) f(btieb/ mo/ mte in be§ ^Uniu§ s^atutgcfdbid^te/ nid)t 
aM d)tottolo 0 ifcb gcotbnet mat 5 fo etEdten jtdb jene netfd)iebenen 3eitbe5= 
ftimmungen eben fo ieitbt aU be$ @pb^ttt§ Stttbum. SGSie follten abet/ 
menu 5>^ibon mitEid& bie etften SOifingen ptdgfe/ biefe bem ^^etobot unbe= 
fannt geblieben fepn/ mcldiet faffc gang (Stiecbenlanb fotf^enb butd^teifete/ 
unb ba^et aud^ ?P^ibon^ §0>laf^ unb ^emid^tgbcfHmmungen feunen letntc ? 
IBenn fetnet bie erfen gtiedjifd^cn SlJtungen/ mic (Stiegti^ nid|t o§ne 0tunb 
oemut^et bat/ eine blofe Sdad^a’^mung bet dgpptifdben ©catabdengemmen 
in SOtetali moten 5 fo teidf)t beten (Stfinbung nid^t mo^I dbet ^fammetic| 
|)inauf/ bet *g)etobot/ ii. 152/ ff. guct|t gtcunbfd)aft mit ben Sonictn 
unb ^arietn fd^ilop/ unb tbnen Sdnbeteien an beiben Ufetn beS 5ftilS gab. 
25enn £iuintino’g 2fnft^t/ baf bie Eeinetn (^catabden mit ^onig^namen 
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first silvex' money to be stamped in -^Eginaj rests upon no 
more certain historical foundation ; because this Phidon is 
referred to so many different times, and in so many different 
places, that many have felt themselves obliged to assume 
two, or even four different kings bearing the same name* 
But, suppose even that Herodotus were wrong, where he 
(vL 127) calls Leokedes, who lived about the 52nd Olym- 
piad, Phidon’s son, and that we must supply after the name 
<^€lBu}P 0 Q, cLTToyopov, iu ordcrto reconcile Herodotus with 
Pausanias, who (vi. 22. 2) places Phidon in the 8th Olym- 
piad ; still, the allegation of Ephorus, in Strabo ' viii. 
p. 358 (543), (which agrees better with Pausanias, and ac- 
cording to which Phidon was the 10th descendant of Te- 
menus, or the 13th of Pleracles), differs by a whole century 
from the allegation of Satyrus in Eusebius, who, coming 
nearer to the Parian chronicle, calls Phidon the 1 1th de- 
scendant of Heracles. If Ephorus did not write about 
Phidon’s inventions, as well in his history as in the work 
upon inventions, where, as in Pliny’s Natural History, every 
thing was not arranged chronologically, then these different 
dates are easily explained as an error of Ephorus. If how- 
ever, Phidon really stamped the first money, how could 
this have remained unknown to Herodotus who travelled 
through almost the whole of Greece, making enquiries, and 
so became acquainted with Phidon’s regulations respect- 
ing weights and measures ? If further, the first Greek coins, 
as Stieglitz has not without reason supposed, wei'e simply an 
imitation in metal of the Egyptian Scarabaean gems, then 
their invention does not extend beyond Psammetichus who, 
according to Herodotus (ii, 152), first concluded an alliance 
with the lonians and Carians, and gave them settlements 
on both banks of the Nile. For, S. Quintino’s view, that 
the smaller Scarabaei with kings’ names took the place of 
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ki ten tie <Bte(le ter SSJlungen nertraten/ tnte audi mo^t 

tag t^tnerne (^eKb ter Sttcften Sfttmer/ nad) ©uitag unter 'Appapia, 

@caratden non ^ekanntei: (^cte mareit/ er|)Slt ^egtauH^uns turd) tie 
s)ftac|n(^t tm ^r^Ha§ teg ^tato oter ^(cfdnneg/ taf in 2CeU)iopien 

gefdfjmttene ©teine ftatt beg ^elteg im @etraui|c mm : ireg^alt au^ 

wot)! JDioboc/ i. 78/ gdlfd^ungen ter ^iege!/ in ten ©efe^en ter alien 
^Ceg^^pticr/ nilt ten gdlfd)ungcn tec SOfldnjcn/ ?0lafe unt @ewid)tc auf 
Qleid^e Stnte jiellt. 

S5ic ^unjt ©telfteinc ju graniren/ unt SJldnsjiempel ju j!ed)en/ fam in 
©ried^enlant faft i\x gteii^er Sett auf: tcnn fdr ta§ Qleid) ^o'^c TOertt)um 
bet ©teinfd)neite!un|l fprtd)t oud) tei: ro^e unt altcctfifimlid) jfcenQe ©tit 
nie^er nog^ er^altencr 9xted)tf(3^er (Scmmen. Ct ter Sfling teg ^amievg 
^olpfrateg/ ter tgerotot/ iii. 56/ fd)on tie ©partanei: mit t)erf&lfd)tcm 
(Belte tetrog/ gefd^nuten gewefcn fci ■ — wie eg ©trato unt ^Jaufaniag ans 
teuten — wirt nad^ ig)erctot/ iii. 41/ unt ^liniug/ xxxvii. 4/ ^war sweifel^ 
l^iaft aUt tag ©olonifc^e ©efe^ teugtc/ nad) ^^togcneg £aertiug/ i. 2 / § 67, 
fd^on eten fo fe|)r ten SSetrdgcreien ter SRingfd^neitcr nor/ atg/ nad) Scs 
inoltf)eneg/ in Tinocrat. in fin. Op. i. p. 7G3 ff./ ter SScrfdlfd^iung Qemfing^ 
ten ©{(ter^elteg. ^ac| |>ermippug war feltfl teg ^ptfiagora’g SJater cin 
Sfiingfd^neiter/ unt wie tie reid^en <^amier (^crotot vi. 152)/ tercn ©lie 
auc^ Qteid)eg ^4 mit ter dgpptifd^en ^)attc (|)crotot ii. 168)/ mit :a:es^pten 
in SSerfelir jiantett/ kfd^reitt ^mhot kfonterg aud^)/ iii. 39. ^te unfdrm^ 
tid^en XeXwvta ter TCeslneten nerrat'^en aUertingg nod^ me^r 2Ce^)nUdf)ieit 
mit ten d^ppilfd^en ^caratden/ alg tic tbotifd^en fMn^cn mit tern 
0(^ilte/ oter tic lorpntf)if4en mit tern ^Jegafug ; abet tic IBienen 
auf ten Slldnsen non (gpi)efug mf>m ten Ipttfdjen i!tad)btttun 9 en 
d9ppttfd)er 0caratden urfprunglid^ noc^ nd^er gefommen fein. SfJtbgen 
alfo in Tlegina tmmerbin tie dltefien ^Oldnsen teg eiaentlicben 
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coins among the Egyptians, (as also that the clay money of the 
old Romans according to Suidas, under 'Acrerapia, were Scara- 
baei of baked clay), receives credibility from the information 
in the Eryxias of Plato or -3Eschines, that engraved stones 
were in use in jSEthiopia instead of money ; for which reason, 
also, Diodorus (i. 78) places ti rgeries of seals on the same 
footing with forgeries of coins, weights, and measures in the 
laws of the ancient Egyptians* 

The art of engraving precious stones, and of cutting dies 
for coin, sprung up in Greece almost at the same time ; for 
the rough and severe antique style of several Greek gems 
yet preserved, speaks also for the equally high antiquity of 
the art of engraving on stone. Whether the ring of the 
Samian Polycrates, who, according to Herodotus (iii. 56) 
cheated the Spartans with adulterated money, was en- 
graved, as Strabo and Pausanias imply, is certainly doubt- 
ful, according to Herodotus (iii. 41), and Pliny (xxvii. 4). 
But even the law of Solon made provision, according to 
Diogenes Laertius (ii. § 57), just as much against the 
frauds of the ring engravers, as, according to Demosthenes, 
in Timocrates {in fine Op. i* p. 763), the falsifying of coined 
silver money. According to Hermippus, even the father 
of Pythagoras was a ring engraver. And Herodotus par- 
ticularly describes (iii. 39) how the rich Samians (Herodo- 
tus iii. 152), whose ell was of the same measure as the 
Egyptians (Herodotus ii. 168), had a commercial inter- 
course with Egypt, The misshapen (tortoises) of 

the jEginetae, betrayed certainly a still greater resemblance 
to the Egyptian Scarabsei, than the Boeotian coins to a 
shield, or the Corinthian to Pegasus. But the bees upon 
the coins of Ephesus, may have originally come still nearer 
to the Lydian imitations of the Egyptian Scarabsei* Still, 
then, the oldest coins of Greece itself may have been 
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(S5ded)entanb§ gepv&gt nod) dltcr waren bie ©olbmiSngen ber 
Cablet:. S^tad) ^oUu): mad)ten aud^ bie 5R:a):iet ^Cnfprud) auf bie 
©rfinbung ^elbe§ , bod) iuirb biefeS eben fo wenig beglaubigt^ 

ale bee ftucanue (Phars. vi. 402) 9^ad^nd)t, ba^ ein alter t^efalifdier 
Sono6/.bae erfte ?fJteta%lb gefdilagen' ^abc. ^Tnbere <Sa 9 en — trie 
trenn ^lutard) im fteben bee SS:^efeue (24/ 3) rerfid)ert/ §^l)efeue/ nad^ anbern 
gar @vid)t'^omue/ ^abe ©elb mit bem SSilbe einee ©tiere'gefd^lagen — tribers: 
legt Corner/ n)cld()er (Stliabe vii. 472, xxiii. 702 : Db. i. 430) nur Saufdf}:^ 
f)anbel !ennt. §)lod) in £)rafon8 ©efefeen trar (nad) ^ollu): ix. 61) ein 
^f/cdgo£oj/ ale ©trafe bejtimmt/ mae fidj) faum fo erKdren Idgt/ trie bae 
Etymologicum Magnum unter eKarofxtrif i^^b aud^ ©ujtat'^iue 5 U 
mere SUiabe/ li. 479 (oergl. xxi. 79)/ bemerit: man |abe bie 59ldnsen €o6i 
genannt/ meil bie alien 2Ctl)ener bae SBilb einee <Stteree auf bie ?0ldnjcn 
gejjrdgt t)dtlen. SBeit rid^ltger fd^rcibt .gef^djtue : Aeted^otor dpidiidc 
ToaroQ ical (rraOpoQ^ i(j>* (p rervTTijjTo fiovc/ mil cinem 3nfa§e/ ireld)er ben 
Urfi^rung bee ©age non f>^ibone 5Dldnacnprdgcn aufbldrt : htoL Be AriKlwv 

TOP Povv vofiLcrfia eJym <^acr/j/. 

9Bie geneigt bie alien ©d&rift|lellet maren/ blo^c ©elbgen>id)te in SDldnjcn 
in oci:!el)ren/ erfte^l man aud^ baraue/ baj ^enopi^on (de republ. Laced, 
vii. 5) bae grope ©ifengemid)!/ bei beffen SBeftle pd) bie iia!ebdmonier (nac^ 
bem ©r^riae bee 2Cefd3inoe/ ii. 24) reid) glaubten/ cin vojuto'/ia nennt ^ 
Sfltlolaue ron Samae^ue abet (bei ©tobdue/ p. 293, ed. Gern.) fogar burdf) 
8Jermcd)felung beffen/ mae im ©ri^riae rom punifd^en ©elbe gefagt mirb — 
trie ©eneca/ de beneficiis, v. 14> extr. — in lebernee ©elb ummanbetf. 
^af)er !am ee benn aud)/ bap ^lutard() im £eben bee fii^furgite (cap. 9)/ trie 
onbermdrlg/ fid) nicl^t 5 u fd)reiben fd()euete/ B^luvgue ^)abe ben frdltern ©e= 
braud) ber ©olb? unb ©ilbermunje abgcfd)afft/ unb nur eifernee ©elb gu 
gcbraudjcn gelfatteb ungcad)tet ber ‘iCrgioc ^^iboiv fclbft nadf) ber frul;ejten 
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stamped in ^Egina, though the gold coins of the Lydians 
were still older. According to Pollux, the Naxians also 
laid claim to the invention of stamped money; but this is 
as little credible as Lucan’s statement (Pharsalia vi. 402), 
that an ancient Thessalian prince, lonos, stamped the first 
metal coins. Other traditions, as when Plutarch, in the 
life of Theseus (xxiv. 3.), asserts that Theseus, or, according 
to others, even Erichthonius, stamped money with the 
image of a bull, are contradicted by Homer, who {Iliad vii. 
472 ; xxiii. 702 : Od. i. 430) is acquainted only with barter. 
Again, in Draco’s laws, a BeKufioLoy (according to Pollux ix. 
61) was appointed as a punishment, which can hardly be 
explained; as the Etymoh Mag. under and Eusta- 

thius upon Homer, H. ii. 479. (compare xxi. 79), observe, 
that the coins were called because the ancient 

Athenians had stamped the image of a bull upon their 
coins. Hesychius writes much more correctly, 
apiOnoQ TrdaroQ teal aTa&fXoc ^ tetvwto jSovg^ with an addition 
w^hich explains the origin of the tradition of Phidon’s coin- 
age, evLOt de AijXiiJJV rov j3ovv vogLCjJia elvai (jiatrlv. 

How prone ancient writers were to convert mere weights 
of money into coin, is evident also from this, that Xeno- 
phon {de Bepub. Laced* vii* 5) applies the term vopiarpa to 
the great iron weight, by the possession of which, the Lace- 
demonians, according to the Eryxias of JEschines (ii. 24) 
thought themselves rich. Nicolaus of Damascus, however, 
in Stoheeus (p. 293, Ed. Gern), by a perversion of what is 
said in the Eryxias of Punic money, as Seneca de Benejiciis 
(v. 34. extr.) changes it into leather money. Thence, also, 
it came that Plutarch, in the Life of Lycurgus (cap. ix), as 
elsewhere, did not hesitate to write Lycurgus abolished 
the ancient use of gold and silver coin, and appointed only 
iron money for use;” notwithstanding that the Argive 
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3elt^?cj^iwm^n9 Ut patif(3()en SO^armor^roni!, tiur 16 Sa|)vc Dot: Si^furguS 
feine dicthDcranbeutna ootn^m. fordf)en ttnbesDunbetcn Bei^auptun^^ 
gen ntag man nun bcut:t^)eiten^ man non ^Iutat:d)§ S3erftd[)crung gu 
i^attcn ^abc/ menu et: in feinen gtagen 6bet: romifc^e fd^rei^t, baj? 

bieSEbmet: aujjec ben altcn SDZi^nsen mit boppcltem Sanu§^aupte unb @d6iiff6^ 
t^eUe/ — urn mitlen ^act*obiu6/ i. 7/ fogav ben Sanug^ wie Sftbot/ 
Origg. xvL 183/ ben ^aturnug bte erjle ^upfevmunje prdaen lieg — aud^ 
nod) anbere SOldnjen i;dtten/ beren (SJeprdge ein §Emb/ ©djaf obet 
©d&mem gemefcn fei. SSartro/ R. R. ii. 1/ 9/ be|)auptet freitidb basfelbe/ 
imb ^Ixm^ fc()t:cibt fogar in feinen ?Eaturgefd^id^te/ xviii. 3/ ganj bejtimmt : 
'' Servius Rex ovium boumque effigie primus ses signavit/' unge^ 
ad)tet no(^ SEiemanb bergtcicfeen SQlun^en Qefunbcn ^at/ ilnb ^liniug/ 
xxxiii. 13/ feUbft nun einfad) melbet : Servius Rex primus signavit 
ses ; antea rudi usos Romse Timoeus tradit obmof)! mit bem 3ufa|c : 
** Signatum est nota pecudum, unde et pecunia appellata.” iCllein 
beibe ©d)riftltettet: bcuten gugteid^ an/ mag biefen ©tauben nenanfafte; meU 
man etnem atten i^eriommen sufolge bie ©olbftuafen nadt) <Sd()afen unb Siin^ 
bern ju bejiimmcn pftegte j unb mag bie SBenennung beg ©elbeg bet ben 
§E6met:n betrifft/ fo fagt ^oiumelta (R. R. vi. prsefat.) gang ridfitig : 
Nomina quoque feoimicB et <pecuUi tracta videntur a pecore, 
quoniam id solum veteres possederunt, et adhuc apud quasdam 
gentes unum lioc usurpatur divitiarum genus. IBet:gIeid)e Cicero, 
de republ. apud Nonium s. v. Fecuniosus, 

©. g, ©rotcfenb. 

9Ead^fd)vift — )Dag SfJefuttat beg ©anjen ifl/ baf obgletd) bie 0?5met: 
^upfcr/ bann (^ilber/ unb gule|t ®olb prdgten/ bie Spbter umgelcfirt 
guerft/ ungefdbr fieben^junberi Dor ©eburt/ diolb/ bann bie 

2fegitteten/ nod) Dot* 0oion/ aud) 0Uber/ fo tuie bie Sftbmer/ feit (^eroiug 
SuUiug .^upfcr mdnsten. 
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Phido, even according to the earliest date of the Parian 
(marble) chronicle, made his alteration in the currency only 
fifteen years before Lycurgus, From such unfounded 
assertions, we may now decide what confidence ought to be 
placed in Plutarch^s assertion, when he writes, in his ques- 
tions about Roman customs, that the Romans, besides the 
old coins with a double Janus’ head, and part of a ship (on 
account of which Macrobius [i. 7], even made Janus, as 
Isidorus Origines [xvi. 183], made Saturn, to have stamped 
the first copper coins), had also other coins on which the im- 
pression was an ox, a sheep, or a hog, Varro, indeed, 
{de R, R. ii. 1. 9) affirms the same thing; and Pliny, in 
his Natural History (xviii. 3), even writes quite positively, 
“ Servius Rex ovium bourn que effigie primus fes signavit” 
notwithstanding that as yet, no one has found any such 
coins ; and Pliny himself (xxxiii. 13) only announces simply, 
“ Servius Rex primus signavit aes ; antea rudi usos Romm 
Timseus tradit;” adding Signatum est nota pecudum 
unde et pecunia appellata.” But both authors, at the same 
time, hint what was the occasion of this belief ; because, 
according to an old custom, pecuniary fines were wont to 
be paid by sheep and oxen. And, as far as concerns the 
naming of the money among the Romans, Columella {R. 
R^Q.prmf.) says quite correctly, Nomina quoque pemnim 
et peculii tracta videntur a pecore^ quoniam id solum veteres 
possederunt, et adhuc apud quasdam gentes unum hoc 
usurpatur divitiarum genus.” Compare Cicero de Rep. 
apud Nonium, sub voce Pecuniosus. 

G. T. Groteeenx). 

P. S. — The result of the whole is, that although the 
Romans stamped copper first, then silver, and at last gold, 
the Lydians, on the contrary, fii^t, about n. c. 700, stamped 
gold coin ; then the AEginetae, before Solon’s time, stamped 
silver coin ; and the Romans copper, after Servius Tullius, 
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XXXI. 

COINS OF LEBADIA AND OF ZACYNTHUS. 

Having recently arranged the cabinet of the Chevalier de 
Horta, we were much gratified on finding several coins of 
more than usual interest. Among these there is one which 
cannot fail to engage the attention of numismatists. An 
accurate representation of it is given above. 

Having submitted this curious piece to the experienced 
eye of Mr. Burgon, we shall proceed to avail ourselves of 
the remarks suggested to that gentleman by its examina- 
tion. The coin may be thus described : — ► 

Ohv . — Boeotian shield. 

§7. — ^AEB occupying the field of the coin. 

The type and inscription on this coin are alone sufficient 
to show that it must be attributed, beyond all doubt, to 
Lebadia, a Boeotian town mentioned by several ancient 
writers. Pausanias gives us an interesting account of 
Lebadia, and informs us that the shield of Aristomenes was 
preserved there.^ It is also mentioned by Ptolemy, Strabo, 


* Lib. ix., c. xxxix. 
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Pliny, and other writers, froip whom we learn that it was 
situated near Mount Helicon, and was famous for the 
oracle of Jupiter Trophonius. Although it was evidently a 
place of some note, no coins of this town have hitherto 
been discovered ; the present specimen, therefore, becomes 
doubly interesting, inasmuch as it is not only unique, but 
authorises us to add a new town to numismatic geography. 

No Boeotian coin of this type has, we believe, been yet 
published, except one of Orchomenus, with the inscription, 
OPX^ ; but there are two coins in the cabinet of Mr. Bur- 
gon exactly of a similar class. 

1. Ohv . — Boeotian shield. 

— TAN occupying the field of the coin. 

2. Ghv , — Boeotian shield. 

Rev, — 0ES occupying the held of the coin. 

It is worthy of remark, that these two coins are not only 
of the same type, but of the same age, size, style of work, 
mode of minting, and metal, as the coin of Lebadia, and 
probably of that of Orchomenus, described by Mionnet 
also. It is, therefore, very probable, that future researches 
and discoveries may bring to light similar coins of other 
Boeotian cities ; and a careful examination into the history 
of Boeotia, from one hundred to two hundred years before 
Christ (which Mr. Burgon considers to be the age of these 
coins), might furnish us with the precise event to which 
the striking of them is to be referred; their appearance 
indicating some Boeotian confederation or associationj which, 
according to the present state of our knowledge, as derived 
from the coins, seems confined to the cities of Lebadia, 
Orchomenus, Thespiae, and Tanagra. 

2 Mionnet, Vol. 11. p. 106, No. 79. 
n L 
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The next coin, which is here faithfully represented, is oi 
Zacynthus : — 

Ohv , — Laureated head of Apollo? to the right, with short 
hair. 

1^. — [Z]AKYN0OS. Naked seated figure (Zacynthus) 
playing on a lyre, looking to the right. 

This rare and interesting coin of the Island of Zacynthus 
(the modern Zante), offers an example of an inscription, 
which doubtless is to be understood as referring to the per- 
sonage represented. Without noticing the fabulous history 
of Zacynthus, Pausanias furnishes us with sufficient in- 
formation to enable us to assume, that it is probably as 
founder of the Acropolis of the town of Zacynthus, in the 
island of the same name, that he appears upon the coin. 

The inscription being very clear and well defined on 
this specimen, gives reason to suppose that the coin pub- 
lished by Pellerin,^ with ZAKYNeOY, may perhaps have 
been misread, owing to defective preservation, such varia- 
tions in the style of the inscription being of rare occurrence 
on coins of the same place : and it is worthy of remark, 
that the coius of Cephalenia have, on the reverse, the hero 


' Rccneil, Vol. III. p.40 ; Plate xciii. ; No. 1. 
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Cephalus, with the inscription, KE^AAOS^^ thus showing a 
similarity of motive in the type and style of inscription on 
the coins of both islands. 

Among the slight notices of the personage Zacynthus, 
we do not find, on ancient authority, that he was a poet ; 
but the present specimen authorises such an opinion, 
Zacynthus being represented in a similar manner to Homer 
and other poets, on all kinds of ancient monuments. The 
figure on this coin wears a diadem, and is holding the 
plectrum in the right hand, while he modulates the strings 
of the lyre, posed on his knee, with the left. It is difficult 
to pronounce with certainty on what he is sitting; it may 
be a rock, partly covered with drapery, or with the mantle 
of the poet ; but it also resembles a kind of crescent-shaped 
seat. 

Mr. Burgon observes, that the weight of this coin is 164 
grains ; but, as a small projection from the edge has been 
cut off, it may be supposed to have lost from 15 to 20 grains, 
and is probably a didrachm of the iEginetan talent, that 
standard having been very generally adopted by the islands 
of Greece. 

The style of workmanship, as well as the style of minting, 
observable on this coin, are to be attributed to an early 
period. The round die with which the reverse was struck, 
is as old as the square die on many of the Athenian Tetra- 
drachms; and the coin was probably minted above 500 
years before Christ. 


^ De Bosset's Essai sur les Medailles Antiques des Isles de 
Cephalenie et d’lthaque.’^ PL L, No. 1. 
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A third coin, from the same collection, differs, we be- 
lieve from any yet published : — 

• KAAYAIOE * KAIEAPOE • IB. (year 12). Laureated 
head of Claudius. 

R.— lOYAlAN • AEPinniNAN* SEBASTHN. [The peo- 
ple of the Bosphorus worship] the Empress Julia 
Agrippina, Head of Agrippina ; before it, in the field, 
a monogram, composed of the letters BA • KCi. for 
^a(n\eo>Q Kwtvoq* 

This interesting coin, by the legend of the reverse, shows 
that the Empress had divine honours paid to her by the 
people of the Bosphorus, who place the heads of the 
Emperor and Empress on the current coin, while the name 
of their own prince is expressed simply by a monogram. 


XXXII. 

NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS. 

No. 1. 

MONNAIES INCONNUES DES EVEQUES DES INNOCENS, DES 
FOBS, ET BE QUELQUES AUTRES ASSOCIATIONS SINGULIERES 
DU MEME TEMPS, RECUEILLIES ET DfiCRITES, par M. M. J. R. 
DAMIENS ; avec des Notes, et une Introduction sur les Esp^ces de Plomb, 
le Personnage de Fou, et les Rebus dans le Moyen Age, par M. C. L.— 
870. Paris, 1S37. London: Kemot 

The Money of Fools ! The Money of Fools ! Verily this 
sounds like a contradiction. Where is the numismatic 
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enquirer who ever heard of fools having money ? Where is 
the man of the world who ever Jpard of people having 
money who were considered fools? Such was the very 
natural exclamation which involuntarily escaped from us, 
on fir§t glancing at the title page of this curious volume. 

A nearer examination of its contents, however, while it 
has left unanswered the second, or ethical, portion of our 
enquiry — Whoever heard of people who had money, and 
were, by this gold-loving world, accounted as fools? — has 
demonstrated to us most satisfactorily, what we believe to 
be as yet unknown to the majority of our readers^ the ex- 
istence of a number of pieces which are fully entitled to be 
considered as Monnaies des Fous. 

These pieces are of lead; and the discovery of a con- 
siderable quantity of money formed of this material, is, in- 
dependently of the peculiar object for which such money 
had been coined, an object of considerable interest. 
Leaden money’ forms, in fact, an exception in the numis- 
matic history of Europe; and so rarely has it appeared, 
and then under such peculiar circumstances, as almost to 
exclude it from being classed as “money,’’ according to the 
acceptation in which that term is generally received. 

It was in the winter of 1832, that M. Rey of 
Amiens, the author of this volume, remarked, among a 
number of old coins offered to him for sale, some leaden 
pieces of a very peculiar formation, and of the origin of 
which he was then ignorant. They had mostly come from 
the cabinet of a collector who was in the habit of pur- 

^ The existence of leaden money among the ancients was, for a 
long time, a disputed point ; hut the discovery during the last cen- 
tury of a number of genuine antique leaden coins — the nummi 
flumlei of Plautus and Martial, solved all doubts upon the sub- 
ject. — See Johert^ Science des Medailles* Tome i, p. 64, 
et seq. 
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chasing from the workmen all the curiosities they met with 
in pulling down the buildings of the neighbourhood; 
and whose collection, after some years spent in its forma- 
tion, had eventually been dispersed. 

In the hope of meeting with other pieces of a similar 
character, M. Rey visited several collections which had 
been formed in a similar manner; and, by the kindness 
of their proprietors, he eventually became the possessor of 
about one hundred such pieces, in a very good state of pre- 
servation. 

He soon perceived that they had been struck in cele- 
bration of those extraordinary Saturnalia of the middle ages, 
the Fete des Innocens or des Fous; and probably to pre- 
serve the memory of such events. This discovery, accord- 
ing to our author, teaches us a fact hitherto unknown, 
namely, that the Fool-bishops, of three or four centuries 
since, not content with burlesquing, in the most outrageous 
manner, the episcopal ojflSce and its most sacred duties, 
claimed the right of coining money / From this opinion, 
however, M. Lebec, the author of the Introduction to the 
volume, dissents, and, as it seems to us, with very good 
reason. There was, in fact, no right in the case ; they were 
enabled to do so, eidier because the practice was tolerated 
as forming part of a ceremonial which had nothing serious 
in it, or because the mock ecclesiastics should be thereby 
enabled to parody, to the fullest extent, the authority of 
those whose names, vestments, and attributes, they had for 
a time assumed. 

The researches of Savaron, Des Lyons, du Tilliot, and 
M. Lebec himself, have shown that the mummeries which 
were for so long a period annually exhibited within the 
walls of all the churches in France, between Christmas-day 
and the Epiphany, were derived from the Saturnalia with 
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which the Romans welcomed in the new year; and our 
author remarks, that the discoyery of these leaden 
medals, struck in commemoration of the Feast of Fools, 
furnishes an additional argument in support of this opinion, 
inasmuch as such pieces are themselves an imitation of 
those which were in circulation among the Romans during 
the Saturnalia.^ 

At such times, devoted as they were to folly of every 
kind, games of hazard formed a prolific source of amuse- 
ment ; but as a law, mentioned by Lucian, prohibited the 
use of the current coin of the time for such, a purpose? 
means were adopted to supply its place. Augustus used, 
on such occasions, to make presents to his acquaintances, of 
old or foreign coins ; but, few participating in his bounty, 
recourse was generally had to leaden tokens. Besides, as 
every thing ridiculous tended to heighten the enjoyment of 
the fun, a custom arose of making presents of most insignifi- 
cant value, such as copper and leaden counters, little figures 
of baked clay — the consumption of which was so great, that 
the fair for the disposal of these as they were 

called, lasted several days 1 

One of the principal ceremonies of the Saturnalia con- 
sisted in the electing, in every house, by choice or by lot, 
a king from among the slaves, which king distributed 
among his subjects leaden tokens, representing the figure, 
or emblem, of his master, the deity whom he most delighted 
to honour, or such jests and pleasantries as were best calcu- 
lated to add to the merriment of the day. 

These facts are proved by several such monuments of 
antiquity, which have been preserved to the present times. 

2 Sigillariomm Celehritas — Sigilla venalia. — Saturnalibus ta- 
lium commerciorum celehritas caepfca septem occupat dies — 
Macrobius Saiurnaliorum^ lib. i., cap. x, et xi. 
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Pierre Seguin first published, in 1684 {Seleeta Numismata 
Aiitiqua)^ a leaden coin, which appeared to be of the age of 
the Emperor Claudius, and on which was engraved the 
joyous cry of the Saturnalia, ‘‘10 • SAT • 10.” Baudelot 
de Dairval, in his Utilite des Voyages (t. ii. 1686), has in- 
serted a dissertation on this medal, and mentions several of 
a similar character. Ficoroni, who collected a number of 
leaden pieces (J. Piombi Antichi^ 1740), looks upon them 
as having been struck at the time of the Saturnalia i ^ an 
opinion which coincides with that expressed by Caylus in 
his Recueil d! Antiquites^ tome iii. p. 288. 

If the kings of the Saturnalia thus imitated, as far as in 
them lay, the kings and emperors who, on their accession, 
distributed their largesse^ the bishops of the- innocents imi- 
tated also the bishops whose places they had assumed, the 
more powerful of whom enjoyed the right of coining money, 
and were accustomed to make a distribution of it on their 
first entrance into the cathedral of their diocese. 

But we must desist ; the work is one which will scarcely 
admit of analysis, and which is the less necessary, as the 
novelty of the subject will no doubt tempt many of our 
readers to examine it for themselves; we can cordially 
recommend it to them, not only for the light which it 
throws directly upon the very curious branch of numismatic 
lore to which it is devoted, not only for the admirable and 
spirited manner in which the medals are engraved, but also 
for the abundance of amusing information which it contains 
on the subject of the mock religious feasts when these 


^ See more particularly, in the second part (Tab. vii., No. 20.), 
one with the inscription VAL • SATVRNALIA, “ Valeant 
Saturnalia f and another fXab.xv., No. 1.), almost like it, de- 
scribed by Seguin. 
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medals were struck, on the fashion of keeping fools and 
jesters, on the rebuses of the middle ages, and many other 
cognate matters, illustrative of the history of life and man- 
ners. 


No. 2. 


ATLAS m GfiOGRAPHIE NUMISMATIQUE, POUR SERVIR A LA 

DESCRIPTION DES MEDAILLES. Par T. E. MIONNET.-~.Paris. 4to. 

1838. 

The services rendered to numismatic science by the 
Chevalier Mionnet, are appreciated and acknowledged by 
the numismatists of Europe. The present Atlas is intended 
as an accompaniment to his wellrknown Description de 
Medailles Antiques Grecques et Romaines,” and, as such, 
will be welcomed by all engaged in the study of ancient 
coins. The work comprises seven plates, as follow: — 
Plate I. Orbis Veteribus Notus. II. Hispania. III. Gallia. 
IV, Thracia, Moesia, Sarmatia Europaea. V. Italia In- 
ferior, Graecia, VI. Asia Minor. VII. Africa, Egyptus, 
Judaea. These plates are executed by Mons. A. H. Dufour, 
and are remarkable for their neatness and beauty. Much 
pains have been taken in settling disputed points in ancient 
geography, left undecided by Eckhel and Sestini ; and the 
author congratulates himself on the addition of a new town, 
namely, Mirohrigai in Lusitania, communicated by the 
Viscount de Santarem, who possesses an unique coin of 
that municipality. We have only to regret that the dis- 
coveiy of the unique coin of Lehadia^ which appears in our 
present number, came too late to be made available. 
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The cities, as they appear on the maps, are thus dis- 
tinguished: — A taUei denotes those who enjoyed their own 
laws ; the cap of liberty denotes the free cities : two hands 
joined mark the alliances: the metropoles are indicated 
by a fortified place; the first by a different kind of 
building; those which styled themselves Neocori, by a 
temple with a priest standing near. Those who claimed the 
right of asylum, by an open temple. The cities with ports, 
by a vessel. The colonies, by a yoke of oxen ; and the 
municipalities, by a ploughshare. 

An alphabetical list of the cities of antiquity of which 
coins are known, should have accompanied this Atlas, 
which, we feel confident, will add to the reputation of its 
indefatigable projector. 



MISCELLANIES. 


ROMAN COINS FOUND IN THE SANDHILLS, OR 
DOWNS, NEAR DEAL, IN 1832. 

{Now m the possession of W* H. Rolfe^ Esq,^ of Sandwich), 

REVERSES. 


J ULIA MaMAEA 

P.M. Tt, P.ILCos.P.P^ 

Valerianus 
Felicitas Augg, 

Oriens Augg, 

Gallienus 

Aeternitas Aug* 

ApoUini Cons*Aug,i (centaur 
with bow and arrow). 

Idem (centaur with a globe 
and lyre). 

Idem (a griffin). 

Mquitas Aug. 

Dianes Cons, Aug. 

Diana Felix. 

Felicit Puhl. 

Felici Aug. 

Fides MiliU 
Fides Militum. 

Impx...P...V. 

Jovi Cons, Aug. (a goat).. 
Fortuna Redux. 

Jovi Conservat. 


Jovi Propugnat. 

Jovi Ultoru 
Indulgeniia Aug. 

Liberal Aug. 

Lihero P. Cons. Aug. (pan» 
ther). 

Lihertas Aug. 

Laetitia Aug. 

Mars. Ultor. 

Marti Paeifero. 

Neptuno Cons. Aug. 

Oriens Aug. 

Pax Aeterna Aug. 

Pax Aug. 

Pax Puhlica. 

Pietas Aug. 

Provi Aug, 

Provid. Aug. 

Pudicitia IIIIL 
Salus.Aug. 

Securit Perpet. 

Secur. Tempo. 

Securit. Aug. 

Soli Cons. Aug. (Pegasus). 
Victoria Act. 


‘ This is one of the coins referred to in the Numismatic 
Chronicle^ p. 148 ; the reverse being taken, without regard to 
applicability of legend, from a coin of Alexander Severus. 
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Victor ia Aug» 

Uheritas Aug* (varieties). 
Virtus Augustin 

Salonika 
Fecunditas Aug* 

Fortum Redux. 

Juno Ccnservai* 

Junoni Cons, Aug. 

Juno Regina* 

Pudiciiia* 

Venus Victrix* 

Vesta* 

Salonintjs 
Conseeratio (altar), 

Aurelianus 
Promdent Aug. 
SecuritAug* . 

POSTUMUS 

Concord EguiU 
CosnlllL 
Foriun* Aug. 

Moneta Aug* 

Pax Aug* 

P*M*Tt* P*Cos.ILP.P* 
Virtus Aug* 

Imp* X Cos* V. 

Virtus Bquit* 

Providentia Aug* 

Here, Pacifero, 


Pax Equitum* 

Victoria Aug* 

VlCTORINUS 

AequitasAug* On the obverse 
— Imp* C* Pi. Victorinus* ^ 

Conseeratio (an eagle). 
Invictus* 

Pax Aug* 

Pietas Aug* 

Providentia Aug* 

Salus Aug* (2 types). 

Virtus Aug* (2 types). 

Marius 
Concord* Milit* 

Saec* Felicitas* 

Claudius Gotiiicus 
Aequitas Aug* 

Anmn* Aug, 

Annona Aug* 

Conseeratio (an altar). 

Idem (an eagle). 

Felic* Tempo* 

Felicitas Aug* 

Fides Exerci* 

Fides Milit* 

Fides Militum* 

Genius Aug* 

Genius Exerci* 
lovi Statori* 
lovi Victori* 


This of Victorinus is totally unlike the rest — tlie nose turns 
up, and the countenance resembles strongly that of Postumus. 
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Libert Aug. 

Mars Ultor. 

Marti Pacifero, 

Pax Aug. 

P. M. Tr. P. 11. Cos. PP. 
Provid. Aug. 

Provident Aug. 

Salus Aug. 

Spes Aug. 

Spes Publica. . 

Securit Aug. 

Victoria Aug. 

Virtue Aug. 

Tetricus 
Comes Aug. 

Fides Militum. 


Hilaritas Augg. 
Laetitia Augg. 
Pax Aug. 
Princ. Invent. 
Salus Aug. 

Spes Aug. 

Spes Publica. 
Victoria Aug. 
Virtue Augg. 

Tetricus Junior 
Comes Aug. 

Pax Aug. 

Pietas Aug. 
Pietas Augustor. 
Princ. Ivvent. 
Spes Puhlica. 


United Service Museum. — We are gratified to learn, by the 
Report just issued, that much attention has been paid by the 
Council of this Institution to the formation of a Collection of Coins 
and a Numismatic Library. Some of the rarest and most valuable 
ancient coins have been brought to this country by our naval 
officers ; and this fact alone would be a sufficient reason for the 
establishment of a cabinet in^that thriving Institution. In the 
Report, allusion is made to the collection of Greek Coins, not 
only rare, but also of great intrinsic value, so liberally presented 
by Commander F. W. Rooke, R. N.” The Report also states, 
“ It may be proper to remind the members, that the library is 
now furnished with such a collection of Numismatic Works as 
will enable those who have the wish, to commence those researches 
in that branch of science."’ We believe this accession to their 
Numismatic Library is mainly attributable to tlie exertions of 
their active and intelligent Director, Mr. L, H, J. Tonna, a gen- 
tleman who can well appreciate the value and importance of 
medallic studies. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The Society again met on ThursdaYj the 27th of 
December, 1838. 

D)\ Lecy President^ in the Chair, 


Presents of Numismatic and other Works, from,^. W. 
Gesenius of Halle, J. B. Bbhl of Coblenz, and F. de Saulcy, 
&c,, were announced- 

The papers read were — ^ 

I. 


On the Eagle and Thunderbolt on Roman Coins, by Samuel 
Sharpe, Esq- 


11 . 


The first portion of a Memoir on the light afforded by Ancient 
Coins in tracing the progress of Civilisation, by John Owen 
Tudor, Esq. 

A letter was read from Mr.Wansey, in illustration of some 
Roman Coin Moulds, which he exhibited to the Society. 

The Chevalier P. 0. Bronsted was unanimously elected an 
amciate. 


The Society then adjourned to 


Thursday, 24th of January, 1839. 

The President in the Chair, 

Among other presents to the Society, were specimens of 
the singular Iron Money of Kordofan, of which an engraving 
a])pears in our present number. 
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The papers read were — 

I. 

The concluding portion of Mr. Tudor’s Memoir on the light 
ajSbrded by Ancient Coins in tracing the progress of Civilisation. 

IL 

A Notice of the Iron Money of Kordofan, by Mr. Arthur T. 
Holroyd. 

Mr. W. H. Rolfoj of Sandwich, exhibited to the Society 
several Coins discovered in Kent ; among them a Gaulish 
coin dug up at Sandwich, pennies of Offa and Ethelred, 
and a very curious styca, with the reverse of the Wolf and . 
Twins, ^ound in the Isle of Thanet. 

Mr. W. R. Hamilton exhibited a Medallion of the Queen 
by Signor Pistrucci. 

The following gentlemen were elected associates of the 
Society : — 

The Marquis Roger de Lagoy, of Aix. 

Mons, Adr. de Longp^rier, of the Biblioth^que du Eoi, Paris. 

Mons. Leon Guioth of Li^ge. 

Signor D. O, Fontana, of Trieste. 

The undermentioned were elected Members : — 

Sir George Chetwynd, Baronet. 

Mr. William Blake, of London. 

John Owen Tudor, Esq., of Guildford. 

W. H, Barton, Esq. 

Major Shepherd. 

Fletcher Raincoek, Esq. 

The Society then adjourned to — 


Thursday, 28th of February. 

The President in the Chair. 

Presents were announced, and the following papers read : 

I. 

A Memoir, by Dr. Grotefend, on ^'What People first Stamped 
Money 
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